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necessary cnquirles and ascertaincd the feeling ex-
isting ln these congregations, the prayer ai the peti-
tien fram Hespeler bc granted ta relicve Mfr. Haigh
front pastoral duty ln connection with Preston, that
hoe may ho able ta give ail his services ta H-espeler
and Doon. Mr. Charles Davidson reported rcgarding
the prtesent position of certain church lots in P>reston,
afier which it 'vas agreed that theclerk, with hiniseif, ho
a comnhittee ta travel still further in the matter and re-
port ait next meecting. A report vans submitted by Mr.
J. A. R. Dickson, alorg with a tabulated statemer.t of
Sabbath school statistics froin the coînmittee on cou-
ferences, and a stries ai resalutions adopted an the
subjects which had been discussed, when it 'vas agreed
that the repart bie rcceived and the resolutions for-
vrarded ta the praper quarters. A petitian 'vas granted
from the congregation af Knox Church, Guelph, for
icave ta moderate in a caUl, and Mr. Torrance was
authorized ta proceed ta the moderation as soon as
may bc found mas: suitable. A draft af a proposedl
constitution 'vas prestnted tram thc samecongregation,
and 'vas reierred ta a committee compased af Mr.
Middlemiss and Mr. Fisher ta examine the saine ani
report at next meeting. It was agreed by a large
csajority that Dr. King,.of St James' Square Churcb,
Toronto, bt nominated for the moderatorship af the
reneral Assembiy ta meet in London in June next.
The agents of the different schemnes cf the Churrh in
tht bounds reported their diligence in attending ta
tht duties assigned theni. There 'vas praduced, at
the saine tîne, a statement from the agent of the
Church in Toronta, giving the coengregations that had
cantributed ta the various schenies, and the amount
in each case. Tht folloiving commissianers ta the
General Assembly 'vert appointed~ -The Rev. J. K.
Smith, A M, D. B. Cameran, Donald Strachan,
George Haigh, and A. M. Hamilton, A Mý, by rota-
tion, and Dr. Wardrope and D.. Tait, A B., by :tlec-
tion, and Messrs. A. D. Ferrier, A. D. Fardyce, John
Scott (Galt>, George G. Nichni, and John Scott
(Mimosa), ruling eiders, by rotation, and Mr. Charles
Davidson and Wm. WVatson by election. Mr. D. B.
Cameran braught op tht subject af Sabbath desecra.
tian by tht Grand Trunk Railway, which has lately
commenced running a passenger car in cannection
with a ireight train between Stratford and Toronta
on tht Sabhath day. A canirittee was appointed ta
draf t a petitian an tht matter and suhmit it at a metet-
ing ta bc htld sante tume during tht meeting ai
Synod, which is ta assemble in Guelph in the begin-
ning ai May next. The clerk reported the naines of
congregatians that had net paid their rates ta tht
Syiiod Fund. Tht clerk was instructtd ta endeavaur
ta procure the services ai Mr. James Grant, student,
for the Second Cburch, Garafraxa, during tht surir-
mer manths. It was agreed ta ask Mr. Porteous, who
badl been supplying Prestan for santie tume, ta con-
tinue his services for three manths langer at ltast.
Mr. Tait reported that tht First Caragregation, Guel ph,
at a meeting duly called, badl resolved ta seli their
property, and, afier paying their debts, ta hand the
balance ta tht Presbyterv, ta be given ta tht mis.
sion schemes ai the Church. A report 'vas prtsented
tram Hawkesville for the ycar, and tht c Jerk was in-
structed ta apply tel tht Home Mission Committet for
the usual grant ta that cangregation. Tht ntxt meet-
ing 'vas appointed ta be hcld in Chalmers Church,
Guelph, on tht third Tutsday ai May, at ten o'clock
in the forenoion. Tht rall hving been called and
niarked, the proceedings 'vert clastd with tht bene-
diction.

PRESBYTERY OF~ MAITLAND.-Tis Presbytery met
at Lucknow, on Match 2oth, Rev. J. MFnad
Moderator. Minutes cf session 'vere handed mi for
retitw and conimittees appaintedl ta examine the
saine. Tht faUa'ving camniiss.aners ta tht Genzral
Assembly wte appoînted: Messrs. Sutherland, Mur-
ray, Davidson, Bickell, by rotation. and Muir and
Hamnilton by ballot ; ministers . Messrs. Inglis,
Strachan, Murdoch M1%cKinnon, by rotation, and Dick-
son and Stewart hy ballot, eiders. The session of
South Kinloss asked the Presbytery ta put the n
possession ai tht session bock af Kinloss congrega-
tnon, or a verbatini copy ai the sanie, at prescrnt heid
by Mr. Cameron. A motion 'vas maved that tht
records up ta tht date ai separatian be kept by tht
Presbytery in tht hands ai tht clerlk, and that each
congregation keep separate recards trem date af sep-
aration, and that each congriegation have right af
access ta tht original records in the possession of the
cletk, as occasion may require. An amendment 'vas

moved, that tht original or- a verbatimn copy ai the
minutes of tht session book in tht hands of Mr. Cai---
eran be given ta Mr. Mackenzie, moderatar ai tht
Klnloss session, in accordance with hîs request, and
that the said minutes bie certified by tht clerk ai Pres-
bytery. Amendment carried. M1r. Davidson dis-
sented. Messrs. Sutherland and McIver appealed.
Messrs. Wilkins and Eakin 'vert asked ta deliberate
'vith the Presbytery. At tht evening sederunt a con-
fcrence an tht State of Religion and Sabbath Schaols
'vas held, a: which excellent reports on these subjects
'vert read by Messrs. Rass and Mluir, ministers. Ad-
dresses an these topics wet given by othtr members
of Presbytery. It 'vas agreed that ail tht ministers
'vithin tht bounds of the Presbytery be enjoined ta
preach a serman on I Homne R eligion" * n sanieSabbath
before tht next meeting ai Presbytery, and report
their compliance at ntxt meeting. Tht topic for
discussion at next meeting is "lTht Rehigiaus Educa-
tien af tht Young," introduced by Rev. D. Cami-
eran. A reference froni tht session ai Melville
Church, B3russels, 'vas taken up. It appearcd that
tht session hadl passtd a resoluticn that tht ardanrce
of baptism shoulà always be administered on tht
Lord's day, at a dict ai warship, except in case oi
sickntss, and for other reasons deenied sufficient in
tht judgnient af the 3ession for deviating tram thtis
rule. Thert 'vas sanie difficulty in carrying out this
nuIt. Tht session reportedl tht matter ta the Presby-
ter, asking whether the session dîd what 'vas in ac-
cardance with tht laws af tht Church, or 'vent rîght and
'vise in making and endeavouring ta enfonce such
a nuit. Mr. Ross and Mr. Stewart 'vert heard. On
m otion it 'vas agreed, that this Presbytery having
heard the reitreuace tram tht session of Melville
Church, Brussels, express î.pproval ai tht action, as
said sessian has, in tht judgment af this court, acted
in accondance with tht ruies of the Chunch. An ex-
tract minute frain tht Prtsbytery ai Bruce 'vas read,
rtgarding a nequest tram the congregatian ai Btrvie
ta be tnansferred ta this Presbytcry. Messrs. Miller
aund Hentienson apptared and gave infarmation ne-
garding tht caugregatian ai Benvit. A cammunicatian
tram tht clerk ai tht Presbyteny ai Stratiord, regard-
ing the transierence af Trowbridge ta this Presbytery
'vas taken up. It 'vas agreed that in tht case ai bath
these congregatians this Presbyttry 'vill oflen no ob-
jections ta receiving themn when sanctioned by tht
Synod. A deputatian, consisting ai Messrs D. Cam-
cran, McQueen, Sutherland and Murray, ministers,
with their Pnesbyttry eiders, 'vas appointedl ta visit
tht Ashfield congregatian, and report at the meeting
ai the Synod. Professer McLaren 'vas nominated
Moderator ai tht Gentral Asstmbly. Tht treasurer
neported that ail tht cangregations had paid thein
dues except ont. Tht remit on mode ai appainting
tht standing committees cf tht Chunch 'vas appraved
cf with this exception : recommend that 'vhen zeo-
mnc:es art composedl ai a nepresentative tram each
Presbytery, that tht appointment ef these representa.
tîves be leit ta tht several Preshyttrits Aise, thîs
Prtsbytery recamrnend that tht expenses ai ail the
standing cammittets be paid. Tht remit on iheologi-
cal education and exaniination ai students 'vas con-
sidered. on motion it 'vas agreed, Il That this Presby-
tery strongly disapproves ai tht remît, but in tht event
of îts being carried an tht Assemhly, tht Prtsbytcry
resptctively suggest that powver be given ta tht Board
ta grant degrees in Divinity.' Itw'as agreed that, on
accounit ai tht circular cantaining tht questions on
Temperance comuig se late, this Presbytery 'viii he
unable ta report to tht Synod committec. A circu-
lar froin tht Presbytcry ai Sydney 'vas read regarding
the receptian cf tht Rtv. James Scott cf tht Methedist
Church. A paper 'vas laid an the ele regarding tht
deed ai tht Kinloss muanse. Alreed, ta consîder vt
at tht meeting ai tht PresbytMr at tht Synod.-
Ronr.nT LEÀSK,, Prcs. Cic-rk.

PRESnVTERY or LoN.DoN.-This Presbytery met
on the î.3th uit., in First Presbytersan Cbunch, Lon-
don, at eleven am. Tht follo'ving are sanie of the
items of business; Mr. Munga Fraser 'vas elected
maderaton fon tht ntat six nion:hs. Tht nesagnatian
ai Mr. A. F-raser, of Gutbrie Church, Longwvood, and
Cookc's Chunch,Canadac, 'vas accepted. Tht îollow-
ing cammissioners ta tht Genenal Assembly 'vert ap-
pointcd. Melssrs Hugh Canieron, J. Jahnstane, A.
H. Kippen, Dr. Proudicot, J. Renaît, Alex. Henden-
son, N. McKtnnon, mlntsters; J. Gardon, D.. K Mc-
Kenzît, G. IV. Ross, Thos. Short, bamuel Fraser, J.
WV. Robson, and Blliot Gnieve, eiders. Sabbath

sciiool repart 'vas given in by Mr. Fraser; about
2,400 chidren vert reported as under reilus in-
struction ; aver $î,io Se ert raised by tht children, ai
which nearly $300 'vert given for missions; almost
ait tht advanced pupils study tht Shorter Catechismi.
Tht tallowing resolution 'vas agneed ta : lThat tht
Presbytery recommend sessions ta secure that the
young people of aur Sabbath schoals ho instructed in
regard ta tht dlaims ai the variaus schemes af tht
Church, and suggest that tht collections af a prapor-
tionate number ai Sahbaths be dtvoted ta, each
scheme, accprding ta uts relative importance.» The
Convener af tht Home Mission presented his hall-
ytanly report. A report 'vas aiso given la on returns
tram cangregatiens as ta nlissionary meetings, and
contributions by congregatians. Ia connection with
tis report, tht follo'vîng recommendation 'vas agretd
ta . IlThat aIl tht familles of tht Church lbc urgcd ta
provîde theniseives with a capy ai tht ' Presbytenian
Record' ton the purpose of becorning acquaintedl 'ith
tht mission work af tht Church, and that sessions sec
that this recammendation be carried out." Dr. King
'vas nominated Moderaton of next Genenal Assembly.
Tht fallowing recommendations ai tht committet on
tht State of Religion, together with the resabutions an
tht sanie, 'vert adapted and ordered ta be published
in TiuE PRE_,JiyT£RiAN and" Recard." Reconmnenda-
tiens. i. That tht Presbytery give saniestrang de-
claration in regardi ta the hindrances specifltd in
schedules, such as dancing, card.playing, tippiang,
Sabbath visiting, and excessive indulgence an amuse-
nients-even such as are in theniselves la'vfuL. 2.
That t-ht Pnesbytery earnestly urge parents ta 'vara
theji families against the dangers ai dissipating and
infidel literature, and recommtnd that effarts be made
ta supply good and wholesome laterature ta, tht young.
3. That tht Presbytery consider 'vhat, if any, special
ineans xnight bo adopted ta deal 'virh tht Ilnegative
spiritual condition oi Christian people," 'vhich is ad.
duced as a main hindrance in the answer front, ane ai
tht sessions. Resolutions : i. That ministers and
kirk-sessions use ail 'vise and kindly efforts ta instruct
and 'varn aur peoplt against ail those courses 'vhich
tht Word ai God and long experience ai lufe have
sho'vn ta be most pernicinus in all cases, and deadly
in most cases ta those 'vho indulge in thtm ; suds as
dancing (particulanly in public places and assemrblies)
card-playing, tippiing, 'vhich is but tht prelude ta tht
drunkenness to which tippling almost invariably leads.
WVhile not candemning ail amusements, tht Presby-
ttry earnstiy recannmends those ouly 'ahich are truly
ntcreating, such as music, sprightly and impraving
conversation, and ail that Large circle af lawful amuse-
ments 'vhich bning pleasure ta tht home, intelligence
ta tht mind, purity ta tht htart, and benefit ta raciety.
2. Tht Pntsbytery recommends sessions, familits,
and cangregatians ta spart neither pains non tapeuse
ta pravide ior thernseives andi thein chlldren good
sebections tram books ai Listary, travel, science, dis-
cavery, end ditactly relîgiaus litenature; such as tht
biographies ai eminent and tannest Chnistians, such
as tht lives cf McCheynt, Martyn, Williamns, F. R.
Havernl, and othens ; books ai an attractive and im-
proving characten, as 'veli as chaice stiections af more
solîd religious literature--ail cf 'vhich rnay now be
pracuned at chtap rates and in large quantities. Such
lateratunt an cur homes and Sunday schaozl libranits
'vould lie tht mnost effectuai antidate ta tht pennicious
and hurtful litenatune which is naw wonrcing sa much
mischiti arnong sa many at our yaung, and whicb, tht
Presbytcry belitve, might, wilh proper cane be mnade
as attractive ta tht yaung as ts that pencious litera-
turc against 'vhîeh 'e seek ta guard those aven vzhom
've are called ta watcls 'vîth a truly parental salicitude.
3. Ia reference ta tht last recommendation the Pres-
byttny state that nonte oi the 'varks ai tht po wer of
darkness prescrnt a greater difficulty titan tht Il'nega-
tive spiritual condition cf so-called C-hristiansn We
mxust not bc discouraged if cases nitet us wvient ail, tf-
forts fld: even Christ Hîimseif dîd nat reach tht hie=r
ai judas Iscariot, nonr dîd tht 'vanders ai tht day ai
Pentecost Save the Chunch train Anuanias and
Sapphina. Vet even this obstinate phase cf unbeliei
and persistent enmity ta tht cause ai Christ, îîhould nat
bt aliandonctd 'ithout an effanrt. Prayer ta God, in
whase hands even such htarts ar-e, along with patient
and iaithiul dealing, and the aggnssive emengy oi mare
tarnest members, may oiten arouse evea these charna-
tens, and bear theni on 'vith tht livitxlnass ta the
'vork, af Christ au the 'vorlc-GEoRGa SuTiHERL"*D,
Pres Ckerk.


