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LESSON V.

Feb. 3

'Sy3 } JEHOSHAPHAT REPROVED. {*Cssix

L
GouneN Texr:—*¢*There Is no iniquity with the
LORD our God, norrespect of persons, nor taking of
gifts.”—Verse 7.
HOME STUDIES.

M. 2 Chron. xviii. t-11........ Affinity with Ahab.

T. 2 Chron, xvin. 12:27....... Prophecy of Micaah.
W. 2 Chron. xvai. 28-34....... Jehoshaphat's escape.
Th. 2 Chron. xix. 1-1%.......... Jehoshaphat reproved.
F. Ps lxxxit. 1:8.....o0iiiL. Judges exhorted.

S. Rom. xni. 1-10............ Rulers God’s mimisters.
S. Ps.lxxv. 1-10.... ...... ...God the Judge.

HELPS TO STUDY.

The reign of Jehoshaphat was one of unbroken prosperity
for many years. In the early part of it he made a treaty of
psace with Ahab, kinz of lIsrael; and the two kingdoms
which had beza 1n hosulity to one another ever since thew
separation, a period of about sixty years, now at last for the
first ime were at pzace and in alliance with one another.
In pursuance of this peaceful policy, Jehoshaphat went from
Jerusatem 1o Jezeeel, to pay a friendly visit to his brother
monarch.  Availing himself of his presence, and perhaps as
a test of his friendiiness, Ahab proposed to him that they
should tozether make an attack upon Ramnih.Guead, a
strong fortrcss on the east of the jordan, w ich belonged to
Ahats, but which had been taken trom hum by the Synans an
a fecent wvasion.  Jehushaphat readily asseatel, in spute of
an omnnous prediction by an eminent prophet. ‘The attack
was unsuccessfal ; Ahab was ssverely wounded, and died
belure evemny on the tetd of battle. The Israchites re-
traated, and disperssd to their honzs, without bewng pur.
sued by the Syrans; and jehoshaphat, finding it inexpedient
to return to Jezreel, hus toyal host baing dead, and affairs
there bany ia confuston returned direct to Jerusalem,

He came 1n prace, that s, safe, umnjured ; so that the
prediction of Micah (chap xvitr. 16), was fulilled in rezard
to him as well as his word concerning Ahah.  On his return
he was met by the seer, Jehu the son of Hanam (Note
1) with

)I. FAITHFUL WORDS OF RERURE: verses 2, 3.

Shoutldst thou help the ungodly, and love them
that hate the Lord ?

Observe the nature of the kin3's sin.  Ie had helped in
an ungodly enterpnse, against which the prophet had warn-
elhmim. Hzha formed an alliance with a gross 1dolater,
whose famiiy and court were fearfully corrupt.  He coull, st
is true, plead a very plausivle excuss to justify his in.

Syna of Damascus was at this ime growing in power, and
threatening the indepzndence of both the Palesuninn king-
doms. Her possession of the huzhlands of Gilead was a
standing menace, no Iess to Judah thin to Ivrazl.  Therr
sulwtitution, therefore, of friendship and athance for distrust
and hosulity, and their close union aganst the common
enzmy, mast to mere worldly politicians 1n either country
have ssemed cmineatly fit and propsr, and calculated io be
of aldvantage to both natians.

Tuere s a rigit wiy i sesck Lo help Lie ungsdly, Pity
them, rehieve their wants.  The good Samarntae did not ask
whether the man who fell among thieves was a good or a
bad man. Gold Humself is Lind to the evil and unthankful,
Luke vi. 38.

But ths ss very déﬁ'r:nt Jrom sntimacie; with the wicked
for the sake of worldly advantage.  Thus nothing can justfy,
and it is the source of great sins and great sorrows,  “Can
one go upon hot coals and his fect not be burned?”

‘Thercfore is wrath upon thee from bzfore the Lord.
If 2 man loves what God hates, 1t mast be sl with tum, and
must cuatinge so aatil he renounces Lis sin, and gives umself
up in complete self-surrender to God as his Saviour.

The sin of God’s children espzcially never escapes rebuke,
It1s sure to fiad them out.  Bat it is io mercy, t> bung
back the transgressor.  Even when the sin o lorgiven, ats
evi! cffzcts often fall upon the sinner, and become in God's
hanls a discipline of love. So it was in this case. God
punished his house by wars with Moab and Ammon (chap.
xx. 1), and Ly means of his own con (the fon.n-law of
Ahab), who desiroyed many of his children (chap. xxi. 4),
and by means of his daaghter-in-law Athaliah, daughter of
Ahab (chap. xxii. 20).

Nevertheless there zre good things found in thee.
Gol loves to speak of the good and rejoices in all He can
find. He sets prause ever against reproof, and makes bright
hopes follow His condemnations.

he prophet <ct us an example both of faithfulness and
tenderness in rebuke.  He is frank, plan spoken, fearless of
any harm that might coms to himsclf. e could not have
forgotten that for like fidelity King Asa had cast his father
Hartlani into prison.  He is at the same time courteous and

kind; unlike those who are quick to censure, and slow to™

commnend.

11. WORKS WORTIY OF REPENTANCE: Verses 4-g.

The king reccived the reproof with meekness.  OFf thishis
silence here scems a sufficient proof. Thea he kept aloof
from occasions of fresh sin.  He went no more after strange
alliances. He dwelt at Jerusalem,

Bat the bast proof of his penitence was that he did what
he could to repatr the wrong his example had done. He
w:nt out, perhaps not in persan but by a commassion, ashe
did before 10 the early part of his reign (chap. xvi. 7,) to
which the word ‘‘again” refers. From Besrsheba the
well of the cath (Gen. xxvi. 32, 33), the southemmost town
in the kingdom, to Mount Ephraim, its northern bound-
arye Thus he sought to have the pcoxk:dbtou‘ht back to
-the Lord God of their fathers, in order to place

the work of reformation upon a sounder and more enduring
basis, he act about the improvement of the admnistration of
justice.  What exact change Jeho-haphat made in the judi-
ctal system of Judah, it is impossible to determine. There
had no doulnt been, from the firsy, Jocal judges ot magis-
trates, 10 all the chief cities and towns. David seemed to
have assigned the office of judge 10 6,000 Levites (1 Chron,
xxit. 4). Probably Jehoshaphat found corruption widely
spreal, and the magistrates 1n some places tatnied with the
prevailing idolatry.  He therefore made a fresh appoint-
ment of judges throughout the whole country, in all the
fenced cities, that is the fortified cities. {"mbably most
of the larger towns in the kingdom were by this tune fortified
(chap. xi. §, xiv. 7, xvii. 2). ~ The king set the judges in the
fenced cities, then, simply because (%u:se were the larger
towns.  The expression means either that the king concen-
trated the administrauon of justice in the large towns, abol-
ishing the village judges: or, more probably, that hus reform
was directed wore parucularly to the adaunistrzation of
justice 1n the large places, and that he did no: disturb exist-
ing arrangements in the villages. City by city, The
Hebrew forn of expression for *'in every aity.”

Ye jud e not for man, but for the Lord. Two truths
are here implied ; first, that the ruler is the minister of God,
Deut. i. 17; Rom. xiii. 1-4 ; second, that evey thing is to
be done unto the Lord, and not merely unto men, Eph. vi.
6, 7; Col.il. 23.

Who is with ynu, to watch you, here is warning; to
give wisdom and help, here is encouragement.

For there is no iniquity, injustice, with the Lord,
nor respect of persons, partuahities, nor taking of gfts,
brbery.

Bestdes this, Jehoshaphat established at Jerusalem a
supreme court for the detision of difficult cases which the
judges of the wferiur courts could not decide. It consisted
of three classes of judges, Levites, priests, and the chief
of the fathers, that is, ths great heads of tribes and clans.
Pro’ably the priests and Levites took cognizance chiefly of
cases wherein there was dispute concerming the performance
of religivus obhigauons, such as payments to the temple, the
rademption of the first-Lorn, ety , and thus constituted a hind
of ecclestastical court, while the chief fathers decided ordi-
nary civil and ciminal cases.  The two classes of cases are
distinguished 1 this verse, the former being called the
judgment of the Lord, and the latter controversies.
When they returned to Jerusalem. This clause has
given some trouble. In the original itis not *‘svhen they
returned,” but, “‘amd they returned.” Some think that
Jehoshaphat and his attencants must be spoken of, sinie
they are the only unes who are said to have left Jerusalem
(verse 4); and therefore either maintain that the clause has
become mieplaced, and should percede the eighth verse, ox
attach it to what follows, and make it the beginning of a
new sentence. Others think that the priests and Levites
and fathers are spolen of ; but, secing that nothing is said
of their leaving Jerusalem, they think that the Hebrew word
rend:red *‘returned ” has, through the carelessness of scribes,
taken the place of one almost exactly like it which means
‘“dwelt ;" and they render, **and they dwelt at Jerusalem.”
Isat not a batter explanation, that there 1s a hint here that
the coutt spoken of was not merely metropolitan, but was
also to some extent a circuit court, visiting other cities, but
coming back to Jerusalem as its chief place of sitting? Com-
pare what is said of Samuel: * He went from year to year
in circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged
Israel in all tl ose places; and Aés return was to Kamak™ (1
Sam. vii. 16).

The }ing's charge to his judges applies to every one of us.
There are three re?aircmcnls. First of all and greatest of
all is that fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of
wisdom. A right apprehension of God’s character and a
deeply rever:nual sense of His presence contral most effec-
tively alltha a man does, so that he will do it faithfully, and
with a perf :ct heart, a heart sincere, entirely in His ser-
vice, undivided in its allegiance.

EXPLANATORY NOTLS.

1. Jehu, son of Hanani. A prophet of Judah whose
munsstrations were chiefly directed to Ismel.  Hus father was
probabiy the seer who autacked Asa {2 Chron. xvi. 17.) He
must bave bezun his carcer as a prophet when very young.
He nrst denounced Baasha (1 xvi. 1-7), and then after an
1aterval of thirty years, re.appears to denounce Jchoshaphat
for his alhiance with Ahab.  He survived Jehoshaphat, and
wrots his Life (2 Chron. xx. 34).

2. Sophronius, a wise teacher, would not sufler even his
grown-up sons and daughters to associate with those whose
conduct was noxpurcamfupnghl. **Dearlather,"sawd thegen-
tle Eulaiia to hum one day, when he forbade her, 1n company
w.th her brother, to visit the volatile Lucinda, —** dear father,
you must think usvery childishaf you imagine that weshould be
exposed to danger by i, The father took in silence a dead
coal from the hearth, and reached 1t to his daughter. It
will not bam you, my cluld: takeit.” Eulaha did so, and
behold ! her beautiful white hand was soiled and blackened,
and, as it chanced, her white dress also.  “* We cannot be
too careful in handling coals,” said Eulalia, in vexation.
“ Yes truly,” said the father.  * You see, my child, the
coals, even if they do not burn, blacken: so it is with the
company of the vicious.”—From the German.

BisrEs! BisLes!—See in another part of this paper an
offer of high-priced Bibles at low rates. The offer is gena-
ine, and all orders and letters will have prompt attention.
\Ve saggest a Bible is 2 handsome Christmas present.

AN AsSTONISHING OrrER.—** The Independent,” of New
York, offers in another column to give away, absolutely, a
Worcester's Unabridged Quarto Pictorial Dictionary, which
retails everywhere for $10, and is, of course, a houschold
necessity. How lhcs' can do it is, we must confess, a mys-
tery ; but that they do there is no question. *“The Inde-

ndent ™ is now publishing REv. JosErit €ook's famous
Y!ecnon Monday Lectures, which are creating so much discus-
sion everywhere, See advertiserent of **The Independent ”

in this paper.

ADVICE TO YOUNG AMIEN.

The Rev, Canon Garbett in a letter addressed to the
Secretary of the Surbion Young Men’s Chyistian Assceia-
tion, on the occaston of the Annual Meeting, gave some
excellent words of farewell warning and advice to th: mem-
bers of the Assaciation, which cannnt be too widely read,
and which therefore, we reprocduce as follows :

I exhort all young men to staad firm i the simple faith of
Christ Jesus, as it is taught us in the Word of God, and as
it was held by the fathers of the primitive ages of Chnsuan-
1y, and by the confessors and martyrs of the Reformation.
It1s the tendency of the day to despise the wisdom of the
past, and 1n the conceit of modern science and modern dirs-
covery to frame a £*hnstianity more suvited to the tastes and
apinions of the day than the old Chusuanity of Apostles,
Prophsts, and Martyrs, and of the Lord Jesus Christ him-
self. Sometimes it 1s the doctrine of the Atonement—the
true vicarious atonement of Christ for sin—which 1s called
nto question. Sometimes it is the historical truth of the
0ld "Testament Scriptures—sometimes 1t is the inspired and
Divine authority of the Word of God—sumetimes 1t 15 the
resurrection from the dead—sometimes it is the immortality
of the soul,—nay, even the existence of the sou' itself, and
the eternal duration of future pumshment—which men,
wiser than God who cannot lie, and more tender-hearted
than the God of comfort and the Author of all consolation,
dare to call into question.  These are the new hghts, we are
told, —the latest results of the enlightened conscious<ness of
the nineteenth century. Dear friends, believe it not,
trust it no moie than you trust the mists of the morning, or
the empty visions of the night.  Stand you in the old ways,
and no more doubt them than you doubt God. Be content
with the atoning righteousness which was the hope of St.
Paul, and wit1 that mercy of God which suffices fur the true
heart of john. 1 bid you beware of these modern delusions,
never more than when they come to you in the garb of an
angel of hight, under the profession, I mean, of a peculiar
jenlousy for the character of God. Trust God to take care
of lus own, and for yourselves see that you add nothing to
his Word, lest lHe ad! unto you the pligues thatare wiitten
within this Book, and that you take nuthing away fram the
Word lest God take away your part out of the Book of Life.
For this reason be especially careful not to be muisled by the
sournd of words. Words are smportant only for the meaming
they convey. It 1s not the sound that will satisfy yousr
souls, but the sense. There are those, and they arenot f w,
who use the old werds in a new sense, and while they tickle
your ears with the old Evangelical suunds, would rob you of
the old Evangelical doctrines. Be on your guard against
them. Hold fast that thou hast, O man of God, that no
man take thy crown.  Be Christians first of all things else 3
and last of all things else—aye, anl middie of all things
clse, too—eschew politics and parusanshep, and in a human
sense of our human weakness pray fur a right understanding
i all things.  Be faithful unto death, and when Christ shall

e us the crown of life, you and I.shall meet together in

caven. I bid you farewell in the words of the Apostie,
words which he spoke in this precise reference,—not, that
is, with rezard to the faith of your heart, but with regard to
the Scriptural soundness of your belief—**Stand fast in the
faith ; quit you like men: be strong.”

A LADY died lately in the neighbourhood of New York,
who studied and mastered the Hebrew language, in order
that she might Le able to read the O!d Testament in the
original. Her walk was a private one.  She was not known
as a student. She was a lovely Chnstian character, and a
thorough  searcher into the Word of God. She therefore
became thoroughly conversant with the Helirew, and has
sometimes been heard to say of the Old Testament thus
stucdied, *'1 can give you noadea of the niches and fulness of
the meaning; it is untzanslatable.”

¢ Wr owe more to God for redeeming us than for making
us. His word made us 3 but when He came 10 redeem us,
that word must be made flesh, and that flesh must suffer.
In our creation He gave us ourselves, bu. in our redemption
He gave us Himsell; and by giving Himself for us, gave us
ourselves azain that were lost ; so that we owe ourselves,
and all that we have, twiee told.  And notr, what shall we
give? Oursclves a thousand times over? And yet, if we
do give ourcelves a thousand times over, what are we to
God? And yet, il we do give ourselves to Him and His
service, such as we are, and such as we can, He accepts i,
and will reward it. I will never grudge God his own; 1
have nothing that is not his; and if I giveit to Him He will
restore it agam with interest.  Never any man was a loser
ty God."—8ishop Henshaze.

NOT EXOEEDING FOUR LINES 25 CENTS.

MARRIED.
At Strathroy, on Wednesday, the gth inst., by the Rev.
Robert Scobic, Preshyterian minister, Mr. Joha Milliker, to
Miss Catharine \Whyte, both of East Williams.

MEETINGS OF PRESEYVTERY.
LiNDsav.—At Woodrille, on 26th of February.
BARRIE.— At Barrie, 1st Tuesday of February.
STrATFORD.—In Knox Church, Stratford, on 20th Jan.
uary, at 10a.m. :

Orrawa.—In St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa, on Tues-
day, sth February, at 3 p.m.

i’Ams.-—Prcsbytcry of Paris meetsin River Street Charch,
Paris, on first Tuesday of February, 1878, at 11 a.m.

LoNDON.—Next regular meeting in 1st !’resbgtcrian
Church, London, on the last Tuesday in March, 1578, at

2 p.m
lPKANtTOBA.—-In Knox Church, Winnipeg, 2nd Wednes-
day of March.
ORONTO.—In the usual place, on the 1st Monday of



