Huswers to Correspondents.

The E litors will be pleased to answer auy spnevies noder this leading, but shontid
the anwers be pequiited by posta fee of 10 vcents mast accompany the inquiny
Albqueties st be gecompatied by the dune and wldioss ot the seder,

Fisuervax : We donot think the wmay -ty ever sleeps, or even
rests, Its life Jasts only & few howrs, daving which it flys about
incessantly over the surface of the water.

Many fish do not sleep, though some do. Among the non-
sleepers ave salmon, pike, gold-fish anill angler tish.

This is an old question, and some very careful and interesting
experiments were made in London a short time azo. with the
resutlts stated above,

Puiro: OF modern languages, there is no doulit that English
stands at the head of the list in extent of voealmiary. It has
Lorrowed fram all other civilised tongues, living or dead, and
even from barbavous ones, and has coined for its express necessi-
ties wany conglomerate, scienttie, awl other terms, so that
whereas in the infaney of lexicography 20,000 words were thonght
to be the extreme limits a complete dictionary could reach,
ordinary school dictionaries now boast of 100,000, while the great.
publications such as the * Eneyclopiedie,” the = Century,” and the
“New English Historieal 7 attain or exececd, 230,000, and its
wrowth does not cease for a day, French and Genman wmay be
counted as comine next,  Going farther afich], Avabic is, of Bast-
arn tongues, by far the rvichest in vocabulary, At the other end
of the scale, many savage races have extremely limited voeatm-
laries.  Possibly the Bushimen have the poorest. Letournean says
they are unadle to talk in the dark. their scanty speech having to
be eked vut with gestures. The Veddashs, of Cevlon have only
waords which express the simplest acts of thein danly hie, and the
things they see around them,  The Tacmuanians have no adjee.
tives, and are so far from any knowledge of alstract tenn that
they have no word for *tree” though they have names for vari-
otts Kinds of trees. Peenlimly ensugh, the Chinese, with all their
ancient theugh <trange civilization, have a very limited vocabu-
lary.  Professor Whitney estimates it at 15000 words,  Being
monosyllabie, it is inflexible, and permits no growth, Sdall. by
the use of varied tones aml aceents, they are abile to express many
diftervent uweanings by the same word.  This Huxlev illusteates by
the word chow, which mav mean, acemding to tone, “ship”
“Afladl”  loquacity,” = basin,” or “flickering.” cach meaning leing
expressed in their idiographic writing by the aldition of varions
lines in the simplest forme,

The tirst question asked in onr columns was as to the history
amd where-abouts of the kingdom of Sedanee. We were nnable
to give any but a 'wief and somewhat vague answer, bul now,
thanks to the same Liverpool corvespondent, we bave reecived
full particulars, in the shape of an extract from an old nuwluer of
the Lall Mell Gazette, We think it is safliciently interesting to
republish in full :—

«“In the literary and artistic world of Paris. 2 few years ago there
fizured an cccentric perronage named Meyrena, 1 man about town who
was generally regarded ax somewhat feather brained.  He was always
talking of his wonder(ul adventares aud teavels i unexploved regions
Oune fir.: day he suddenly disappeared.  No one was much surprised. or
tovk any trouble to ascertain what had become of him. - Several years,
have clapsed. Meyrena reappeared as suddenly as he had departed. awl
beexme once more a familiar figure on the houlveards.  Now, however.
Uis recitals were more marvellons than ever.  ** You must understand,”
he would say to his friends, « that you are now conversing with royalty
I am King of the Sedangs.”  Every oue conpclided that the pom fellow
was mad, bat, mueh to the general surprise, it was found that his story
was partly true.  Meyrena had succceded in penetrating into some uin-
explored territary beyond fndo-China aml after having lived for some
time in the midst of 2 people kuown as the Sedangs. hie had assumed 2
certain post of semi-regal authority.  On retarning to Paris he formed
the audacious praject of negotiating a treaty with ihe Freach Govern-
ment, placing his pseudo-kingdom under the protection of France.  As
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may be readily iagined, bis proposal was tieated as a joke,  Greatiy
discouraged, Meyvena returned to his dominions, and nothing more was
heard of him till the other day, when w report of his death was cirea-
latell - No details were obtainable, amd it was not anul the arimai of
the Iudo-China mait at Marseiiles that any paeticalars ot this extye
ordinary caveer transpived. It appears that Meyrena had establishel
himself on the Island of Troman, near Singapore, with a number o
Chinese-Egyptians, an Englishman named Seott. and a Frenchaw
named  Villeroy,  They obtained their provisions from Singapore anl
trom Epadse.  Each member of the singalar fratemity had his gover
mental tunctions elearly defined  Villeroy was Physician in Ovdina,
to the King; Scott was Minister of Public Works and Chaneello o
the Exchequer. his budget being, in the ontset at all events, 2 pueh
imaginary one. The proceedings led the Biitish authordies te stspeet
that Meyrena was eadeavoring to convert the island into 2 resoit o
pirates especially as his operations were coincident with certain taba
lent outbreaks on the part of the Malay~. It is thought that Meyn o
committed suicide in order to escape from the embarrassments of b
position.  Bothe Villeroy  and Seott bad deserted him, aud be does
not appeiwr o e derived any support from his so-called subjeets, as
according to the latest reports he was at the time of bis death 1
absolute want
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