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0f the Vice of Lyinig.
DYT rlbLU PORTER, OF erLEutVILLE.

Nothing more exhibits the tniversa-
lity of human genius, than the facility
with whicli mren iîil invent a lie. Ail
truths, we are told, have manîy sides,
but a lie has stli more, and the genitis
of the creature homo has tshowvn sever-
ai sides not found in nature. It la only
nowv and then, wve find a man tvho an
ethisel a good statue, or produce a fine
paintinrg, or beeome a renotwned orator
or scholar, and these only after years of
unremitted toil and application ; but ail
mankind possess a surprising skill in
mnanufacturing a lie, and setting it ofi'
with various îrappings that letrd to lb an)
air of probability and an interest. Tlîis
seem3 to be a nawurai accomplisliment,
since for ils acquisition ive need pay
no ttiinion fées. The seeds of this dia-
bolical virtuje are deeply imhedded in
the hecart, and spning up betinres like
the weeds in our gar-dens. That nien
dififer materially in this particular, andI
tîrat a certain kind of educatiîrn wili
render tlremý more adroit and saîeoh i
their mendacious transactions, ihere cari
be no doubt. But devoid of ediication,
man possesses enough of titis kind *of*
erodition. Hence wve cari enteriain no
great respect for those tuchools where
our youtli are traîned bo acquire ibis
debasing speci es of knowledge. 'Ne
cannot entertain a high degree of re-
spect for that pliable, garrulous mer-
chant, wvhose conticience yields to luis
interesi, and whose cîerks are te be
modeiled after his own character.

Nor is ta circle wvhere dissimulation
is taught by practice if flot by precept,
less deserving of the reprobation of ail
good men. Worst of ail is thre family
school wvhere the r.urselingr is reared
to tell lisping lies. Such habits, em-
braced in earlv childhood and conse
crated by parental influence or example,
infect the entire character and poison
the humanity that approaches il.»

And when once an adept iii tis
practice, whaî a curic'us creature la the
llar ! Were it flot for the îniplct

of this species of ani ritals, ive should be
inclined 10 catch the unar, cage him, rind
turn him over to Barnum t0 be ex-
hibiied as a rare natural curiosicy. And
how wvould lie excite %vonder and
amazement above the conder of the
Andes, or the bî'indled lion ofthe de.
sert ! What chivalry does lie exhibit!
Whtat miracles has lie wroughit, wvhat
risks run and hiairbreadthi estapes madIe!
He can rehearse a record and tel! of a
life, no man has experienced-lie bas
beeri a great tourist, has seen many
lands, and enjoys an intimate acquaint-
ance with miost of the nnîable3 men of
the time. In ail his sight seeing, ton.,
he happened 10 be peculiarly formtuae
-arrived at the righit time-had the
best view, and ail things were arranged
so exactly 10 his liking that wve are in-
clined to thinlç lie lived in a peculiar
day.

But ý this wonçlerful character, SO
gencrally diffutsed through society, de-
serves especial notice. We -ave re-
presenited it a:s a universal prociivity in
ltiunan na! ur?-a spoiîtatienus tendency
Of thne species ; flot thiat ail men aie
-. ss back door liars. A lie lias miany
:shades, reacliing a;I ithe ivay frnrn pure,
unîruxed truth, to a tuolit-ld ank- false-
lîood minen!. How i- il tIraI lie nakes
o)ut 10 become a liar ? TIhe acîuieve-
ment is not made at once. Thre cliasm,
stretclring front palre truio1 tire doniains
OF ruomixed falsehonri, is broad, and
not 10 be leaped at a bouind. About
the regions of fal:ehoodi tliere are ma ny
siniuosities, spiral ways, thalt would baffle
the keen sce nt or a lavyer. It is amid
thesa and by degrees ilat the ,earchrer
for truti becomes bewildered and ruin-
ed. He ceases 10 love iîruth-faiîs to
utter the conceptions of his own rind,
and substitutes a dle!*ective p'-c'ure for the
one painterl upon the mental canvass.
And tis iiay be arco'mpIîJîed in vari.
ous ivays. Tis picture is seldoin to-
taIly clîanged at once, since that wvoild
defeat tIre purpose of thie liar. but is
so far modified as completeiv to carica-
ture and belle the original.

Truî is flot put away, but so cern-


