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present age wiIl flot bc clifféent froir that of tlic first.
'"As thc days of Noah %vcrc, so shahl also the corning of
the Soli of Nilai bc. For as iii the days thiat wcrc beforc
thc flood tlîcy %were eating andi drinking, niarrying andi
giving in inarriage, until thc la), tlîat Noalh cntcred into
th" ark. AIId kncw îîot until the flood caisse and took
1 cm a.11 away; so shall also the coîning of Ille Soli of

Revelation ks tind(otbtcdly3 unique, yet ks lias oftcn
strong analog>' witli wbiat is popularly callcd secular
hiistoryN. King-doins risc froin obscurity, gain a rnagnilii-
cent ci'i :nce ani sinl, again to obscurity as profounid
as that ioîn wVhkh thecy rose. In1 likec manneir the course
of human tlîouglit follotvs the sanie Iaw of dcvelopmcint
Confining our attention to the continent of 1Eutropec, ive
à-nay speal, of thrcc grent ages of 1PhiIosophy : Ancicrit,
M<cdicval and Modern. The varyiîig circunistanccs of
cach age modify' to sorne c:utcnt the problerns which arc
pondcrcd and %wrcstlcd îvith. But t1icy ire ncverthelcss
csscntially the sanie, as are the succcs-zivc anlswirs at-
tempteci, the different systerns chaborated. In cach age
thc Empirical, thc matcriahistic conception of the world,
wvhiclî offcrs such solution as the senàe:s afford, ks opposcd
to the Idcalistic, in which the things of sense ;.ce more
or lcss unreal, in %Yhich it is " thc thîiîî' whicb -are liot

scecn" that alonc really arc. In cahage a one-sided
developinent of thc 1E.nlpiricati and the 1 de.-listic leads ta
a dcspairing or scoffing scepticisIin. And !astly as the
human minci cannoe remain long at this point systicismr
dlaims by imniedit intuition te grasp the Absoluite, ta
attain ta the vision of Ui the na

The longer ive fix our atti.mtion upons the ciitentlî
centUry, the mnore plainily docs i. stand forth as thc
tcrmination of -an aid age andi the initiation of a new
one. Scholasticisrn %vas doonicd as early' as thc fourtcenth
century, but livcd (,-. cven inta the scventeenth. It failcd
indccd in its great object, viz. : The rationalization of
dognia, the demonstration of matters of faithl; but it
bcqucatbed te future gencrations an abundance of pro-
found and original thouglit. The contcrnpt wvhicbl ig-
norance alonc cauld pour uipon it is undeserved. There
was musch that %vas curious and pcrhaps trivial in discus-
sions upon subjccts, which arc bcyond the powcr of mans
te elucidate, but there %vas more thit wvas solid anad last-
ing, and a St. Thomas Aquinas ivould, perchance, in thc
Jiresent day bc justificd in the astankhrnment lie miglt
c\Press -.1 somse of thec speculations of a ninctecnthl ceni-
tury Philosopher. But it is neverthiciess truc that Scho-
laqticism wvas lcft behind b>' tic advancing tide of science.
Ncw% knolcdge %vas beinig souglit for, neiv questions
wcre being askcd, which uwerc outsiclc the sphiere of
Scholasticism, and îçhich requircd a ncw style or Pili-
osopby ta grapple witli and bc bafld by. For it is nlot
Scholasticisin only which attenmpus uestions bcyond tlîc
lixited polvcr of manî to ansivcr, nor ks it in our opinion

.(.ousin»s I.ocluscs en ll 'tory of 11'hlosophy.

Schiolasticism which indulges iii the most uni-easonable
speculations. The effcct oflivin)g inanothiera.ge aIccounlts
for tlîc apparent absurdity of Scholastic subtîlties, 211(1
tlle sanie effect may ye, raise a smnile on1 the faces of tîte
mcii of a future age at the subtilties of the present.

l'lie transition froin the dying philosophy to that
about to be born is nîarkcd b>' the Revival of Letters
knowaîl as the Renaissance, b' flie Germais Reforisnatioli,
and by thc growvtl of Natural Science. It n'as cspccially
discoveries about the. worlds arounci us, thc %vorld ive
five in, andl thxe bcings îîhich inhabit it, whicli drcw away
thc minds of men fromi thc subjects which delighted tlîe
Schoolment. Men returned froms heaven to eartlî, as, it
wverc, yet that carth ivas alsao part of God's universe, and
%vas, tîxerefore, no unprofitahle field for investigation.
One great cffcct of this was the Secularizatioti of 1hil-
osophy. Phiilosol'v't and Tlîcology haci bccsn inter-
changeable ternis, non' they stood for dlifféenrt subjccts.
The Thcologiail haci been, b'irctofore, the P'hilosophecr.
'lie sphere of Philosophy ivas nov opcni ta -'Il corners.

X'ct the first attcmpts at a&Inndcpendcnt Plîilosopliy
%vere by fio mens successftil. Disciles of Paracelsus,
or of Tailler andi Bôbmc, their speculations ivere wild and
fintastic, though ttaere %vas, for the greatir part, an
carnest cravinýý for truth underl>'ing theicr. Aniongst
such England finds a represenitative in one Robert Fludd.
Tlîey hi broiken free froms an cfftte systenm, but they
hardly kncw% iwhat they wantcd bcyond freedoni of iii-
vestigation. Others as Campanella anci Bruno attcmptcd
to revive -arious theorics of the univcrse, whiclî haci been
tausgli of aId in Greece. Bruno %vas a l>antlhcist of thc
Scliool of thc Stoics. Campanella, a man %vitli extraor-
dinar>' imainative poivers, emibellishiect therewvith the
Parnienidean philosophy, %vhich la>' at the founidation of
lus îvritings.'

These andi other ittempts maàk the transition froni
the aid ta thc ncv philosophy. Out of the chaos whichi
cnistud, a nciv creation %vas ta risc. Science ivas ail this
while makzing great stridcs, which are conneccted wviti UIc
namnes of Copernsicus, Galilen, Kepler and H-arvey, but
thcre %vas >'ct îvanting the master-mind %which shoulcl
employ itsclf in setting men's minds in the righit direc-
tion, andi should indicate the course along which a soid
pathivay ta knoiwcdge should be constructed. The man
%wlo is wantcd ta meet the necessities of tlîc trnes is sel-
domn long wanting. In this cas, there were twa %vis
stand out in the cammencement of the seventcenthi cen-
tury, as marning stars of tlîe nicxv cra WVith Dcscartes
ive have not ta do at present, though bis influence sipon
English thîought w.as very great, particularly on th#, sub-
ject or innatc or universal ideas. li Englanci, Francis
Bacon is the grcat name of thc pcriod. His influence
silpon English thotiglt bias bcen incalculable, tliough for
tic inost part cxcrtc.l indirectly. Bacon hardly cons-
mcnccd the accomplishmenit of whiat hoe prapased ta him-
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