
COMPARATIVE RELIGION AND THE MISSIONARY
STUDENT.

IT is an impression current in nîany quarters thiat the study of Compara-
tive Religion is of littie practical henefit, if niot productive of real

injury, to, divinity stiîdents. We are persuaded thiat this impression is
largely hegotteni of miisiind(erstandlingr,. Douhtless it lias arisen froîîî the
fact tliat niany of tlie leaders ini luis field of investigation hiave been mien
whioqe interests were not ini the Une of evangelical Chirîstiauîity, aund the
resuits of wliose stýîdies ]lave been thougylit to be ininîjeal to the unique
eharacter of the Gospel. Ilowever that nay be, any reasonable considera-
tion of the field, the miethio aiid the resuits of tlîis science wvill show, we
believe, the falsity of stich a view.

We purpose to preseiit smle evideixces of its usefulness to a partik.ular
elass of persons, -to those whio are goiugy to preachi the Gospel ini foreigiî
lands. Ini discussing Ibis mnatter, thiree pre-supliositions are natural :First,
the presence and gruidfauice of the Holy Spirit. Ai issioîîary work pre-
supposes thi.,. Men are ilot goilu g iiito the dlark places of Mlie earth. relyincg
uipon their own intellectual powers, îvitlu a miessage whic]î tley liave workzed
ont for thiemselves as a rcsult of scientific *investig-ation-aiu eclectie, coin-
pouiîd of seif-begobten notions. Thiey deliver a message, and possess a
power, not, thieir owîî. Second, the unissionary goes forthi with the funda-
mental purpose bo convert meii to the love and service of Jesus Churist. He
does not propose to give thicmi inistruction on all topies, to liculcate thîe
labesb nîotions of plhilosopliy or science, to enlighbten thiem 011 1olitics, or art.
or even theology. lus is a puirely îîractical aim, thie ilîiest anîd iîoblest
aiîi-to Win monl for the Gospel, to chanîge blueir lives, bo brincg theuîî iîito
fellowvsbip wvitli bhe Son of God. Tlîird, it is pre-suppcsed that, the ilîission-
aru-y studeuit, recogiingii the indispenîsable necesity of the ,uidanice o? tie
11013' Spirit as fundanîcuital, auîd holdinîg firiuly tu the supremne purpose of
winiiing bhe world for Christ, regards it as sinuply a plain duuty to preparc
hinîseif to the fullest possible exteiit for thiis great work, tbat thjus lie înay
ije able înost %vorthiily to co-op)erate witu the Hloly Spirit, and bo obtaiuî the
largest succoss ini bhe Nvork o? evauîgclizatioui.

If these things are so, thie question I)rol)osed is this, WVliat is the place
of the Comnparative Sbudfy of Religion ini the preparation for foroigui Mission
Nvork ? To ainswer buis (1 Uestioii properly onue inuist iderstauud sounething
of the nature of the scienîce of Comparative Religion. \Ve nulay say very
briefly -for this topic could be eularged inito an ;article by itself-thaIt Coin-


