
CURIRNT UNBLLIEF.

'Fhey are sufficiently cducated to have inibibed the miodern spirit, tite spirit

of patient enquiry and scientific niodesty, and they are repelled by evcry

exhibition of the opposite spirit. As they think and féel nowv, ail classes iii

our congregations will gradually corne to, think and feel.

But wlîat, it rnay be asked, %vould you have the Minister do ? Must lie

nul be fiaithful to hiis convictions ? If lie is to, do any good, niust lie not

preachi a (lefihiite theology ? Did not jesus of Nazareth speak %vith authority

to leartied and unlearned ? To ail which questions, 1 answer emphiatically,

Yes. Fiithful the wvitness for Coci nîust he or he is flot a Minister of the

true \Vitness. Definite truth lie niust preach or eIse he should neyer enter

tie pulpit. He is not called on to take sides on disputed questions, and lie

should dIo so least of ail whien hie dots flot understand both sides. As a

public teaclier, lie is boind tu miaster a subject before lie autempts to teaclh

it lu grown miea. Wlîen hie believes thar the %-pirituail convictions uf his

people are bound up with prejudices, prt conceptions and traditions, lie mîust
be patient and beware lest in pulling uI) tares, lie pull up the vzheat also.

Rltigon liow slowly newv truth dawned on lus own nîind, how ai. firsi. it

semied to threaten the very foundations of the old edifice in which lie and

bis pious fatlier and niother lived long iii peace, cnjoying the liglit of God's

own countenance, lie will bc careftul iîot to pull down uniI lie has built up

and on no account to shock the sensibilities or blunt tlîe reverential feelings

%without whlich religion cannot exisi.. Knowing how closely the fornis are inter-

twined with tue essence of religious helief, he will take no iconoclastic deliglît

iii ridiculing or deniolisluing aiuy religious fornis with which hie is brought ini

contact and lie will rigidly keep) to this rule, %vhien deaîiiig with other denornin-

ations as iveIl as lus own. But, whle cherishing tic babes, lue niust not

repel the strong young mien. The more faitlîful hie is iii figlîîing aginst Sin, iii

pirtaching the Christ of tie Gospels, iii autluoritativcly expounding bis thoughits
of God auid lus Nvondrous etluical iderals, tlîe more wvill thy Tally round himi

and be his glory and luis crowvn. But lie uuuust know what sin~ is and wvhat it

is luot, whiat are truc types of Iiiety anîd what are exaggerated, or false and

unhealîliy types. Tliere are sins far niore subtle nd far more coninlion than

the drink siiî of whicli so, nuclî is said WVhilc denouncing the one, let liiinu

not muake rooni for seven otliers cach muore dangerous than tic other. Let

buii declare the Iaws ofthei Kingdoni and point out lovingly and as definitely

a-, hunuaxua language 1)ernuits the Rock of Ages. 'llic more lie hiniself clings


