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somewhat inconclusively with a social reunion. “The Twen-
ticth Door” means the last years of the nineteenth century
as the entrance to the twenticth. It is a story of prairie farm
and college life, the college scenes being taken from Andover.
It vepresents students in a variety of characters and ways,
including that of acting as waiters in fashionable summer re-
sorts as a means of tiding them over their winter’s session.
Paul Sidney, the hero-in-chief, gradnates at last, and the clos-
ing chapter is his English Oration on The "Dwenticth Door.
Smoking, drinking, gambling, and modern college athleties
come in for severe condemnation, together with the Prince »f
Wales and General Grant. Yet the whole story is common-
place, and its puns, jokes and laughable situations must have
been very much out of place in a church on a Sunday evening.
Mr. Sheldon scems to wish to win people, and especially
young people, to the canse of Christ.  Now, he has a perfect
right to his own opinion, let us say, about smoking, but can
any sane man think that an ordinary young man about town
will be led to the Saviour by a tirade against tobacco? Such
a.thing will infallibly drive him away, kuowing, as he does,
what real, indisputable evils there ave to contend with in the
world. A prominent merchant and elder of the Chureh in
one of onr Canadian citics was much afilicted with a minister
wlo almost weekly spoke from the pulpit as if a man could not
smoke and be a Christian. e said to me, “You know I sit
near the front of the church with my grown np bhoys beside
me cvery Sabbath. My boys hear him, and they know I
smoke. Therefore they must conclude cither that T am not
a Christian and thus a bad man, or that the minister is a fool.”
I believe they came fo the latter uncomplimentary decision,
which would not help the minister’s influence over them. Al
Sheldon has run ont of material, and had better go back to the
simple Gospel.  Yet many will find his beoks readable, al-
though hardly Sunday veading of the highest tvpe. “The
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness
and peace and joy in the Ioly Ghost” It takes
a fine soul to appreciate the latter, and, as the beadle said,



