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T the British Muscam, an interesting collection of prants of
fashons, dating back to the cighteenth century, is on
exhibition,  The collection is loaned by the Princess of Wales,
to whom it was hequeathed by Sie William Fraser, the most
dizeramunting curio collector of the day. A correspondent,
writing of these prists, says: Iy view of the present ten-
deney towards Empare and Directory modes, these pictures
should prove peentincdy applicable: white the turban togue,
with rampant, uncurled ostrich plumes, the bonne-femme skirt,
and the huge, tlat mutl, are all vepetitions of the reign of the
ill-fated Marie Antomette, to say nothing of fichus, than which
no drapery is hetter loved at the present day, and close-fitting
clhow sleeves, deeply rutlled. Nor, short of powder and those
curls about the neck, are our kitteraday coiffures very violently
dissimilar to those worn durig the Louis Seize reign. The
dressing of the Directory time 1 have always hugely admired.
[tix the epitome of the picturesque, Lcking the voluminosity
of the Lonis Scize, and the unpleasantly snggestive skimpiness
ot the First Empire. The Directory coat, with its large
buttons, double cipes disappearsg behud large pointed velvet
severs, and full skirt, owas an cleggance quite supreme.  Its
redntraduction, i oastake not, was attempted some nine
veitrs ago, but for xome resson dnexplicable it then failed to
sveure auy pronomnced success, However, there is a much
ore enconraging promise that a better fite will be nccorded
it in the near future. But the vognes of the Directory time
shogether lead themselves to an infinite varicty of aspects,
and gever will they Bive been more decoratively aided in the
matter of buttons, buckles, and jabots than just now. My
private impression with vegard to the Bmpire frock is that it
will not be extravagantly patrosized.  There is just ane, and
only oge. type ot figure capable of doing its long, semi reveal.
e lines justice. And wlile 1t crosses my mind, let we hint
that the gathered skirt, characteristic both of the Directory
amd Louis Scize periods, 15 a very possible adaption by the
waman only averagely endowed with inches, and hinting,
peshaps, at cmbonpoint. 1 kaow many are Inboring under
the reverse impression=hence the warning.””

'l‘l“i Caounutess of Aberdeen has aceepted the presidency of the
Mherilect centre of the Women's Rranch of the Seottish Ked
Crons Sacicty, by speciad request of the Duchiess of Montrase,
whe ix presadent of the society.
- - -
’l‘llli oty of Paris has just seevived a splendid Iegacy—the
larzest, i fact, that has cver been left e ait, It amounts
te Jomnonn francs, and is bequeathed by MUe, aric
encvieve Tanes. who herselt had inherited the money tram De.
Dubral. The legaey i o e devated to thie establishiment of
threv mstitutions, an orphinmage and o school of arclstectural
desaznan the agbih arrondissement of Paris, and the rest to
such public orprivateworks as the wmanicipal counal may deem
advisable.
- - -
MDY SYHIL GREV, sevond daughter of Earl and Countess
< Grey and awmece of Lady Minto, is destined to make her
court curtesy tlus coming season Her clilest sister, Laudy
Victnria Gzey, of whom a portrait appearcd in this paper last
week. watie out at the time of the Diamand Jubilee, and thar
uncle, Capt. Holford, mave a ball i her honaor at Doschester
Neouse o which hic s the awner. The Countess of Mozley is an
st of thesebohes, and thar father, EarlGrex, bomng s rich man
as well ax areat peer, pretiy Lady Sylal’s introduction to
sacicty hulds far 2o he areanged i p!owsaat places,  Perhiaps
the most anerestang dehbutante of 1900 will e Miss Jeanue
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Langtry, daughter of Mrs. Langtry—*Murs. De Bathe* sdill
seems so unfamilize, Mics Langtrey is an extremely handsome
gird, and Mrs. Cornwallis West is to he her social godmother.
Aliss Langury is not perhaps so beautiful in an orthodox
fashion as her celebrated mother, bhut she has, in addition to
pretty features, o guite noticeable air of high breeding and
refinement. She is also very highly cducated, and has been
kept in strict seclusion during her childhood and carly girl-
hootd=—2a fair and carcfulle guarded tlowes.  The young lady
is said to possess a handsome dot.
L] L] *

ISS MARY CHOLMONDELEY huas acquired what s

understood to be the laarel crown of the modern story

teler—her novel “ Red Pottage® is to be put upon the stage,
She is dramatizing it herselt wath skelled assistance.

l.\’ London, Mrs. Patrick Camphell has surprised evervone hy
making an unequivocal suceess with 2 serjons play in a
small theatre hitherto the home of farce-comedy,  Magda, at
the Royalty, is the fashion of the hour. It scems almost
inappropriite 1o speak of gowns in comtection with a great
artistie achievement: but Mres, Caunpbeldl's dresses in Mag
wierit description.  Her first is a0 long, clinging evening dre
cut princesse fishion, spade entirely of a glittering, teansparent
embroidery of evystal beads. Under this. is cworn 2 slip of
waize.calored silk, cmbellished at the bottom with ruches of
maize.colored chiffon,  The last dress has a skirt of white and
pale gold brocade, veiled with at secomd skirt of white chifton.
Bodice and overskirt are of manve grey erepe de chine.  The
overskirt is made of long, square pancls caught with silver
ornaments 2t hittle below the waist ine. The bodice is relieved
by 2t yoke and sleeves of lattice-work, made of narrow black
velvet studded with jewels. With this gown, on entering, Mrs,
Camphell wears o longe cloak of emerald green velvet, richly
trimmed with chinchilla, and 2 halo.shaped black hag trimmced
with 2 half wreath of shaded pink roscs,
L] * L d
CORRESPONDENT of The Rider and Driver (New York),
£ severely criticizes a1 statement in an article, © English at
Fox Hunting,” viz., *ladies generally dress in dark blve habit
—for them a high hat and veil are indispensable.”  The corres.
poudent says: 1 have hunted for the past two years with a
pack of fox hounds, and at tines with Her Majeste's stag
hounds, and I ean only remember ane dark blue babitin cither
ficld, and that was replaced after the Christmas sales by a
smart dark grey mclton one. The tall hats on Iadics 1 could
casily count on the fingers of one hand, and veils are rare
(never the blue ar geey varicty showa in old prints by Lecch
aand his time) and are onlv used to steady the hats, 1 have
heard my wife and other hunting women oftes wish they could
wear them, but they found the brauches tore than and thev
interfered with thar sight. Then “the kot of cherry or
scarlet ribkhon at the throat*+=Ye Gods! A tight collar and
plain white Aseot xeard, or, better still, o regular hunting stock
and fall searf, with i gold horn or crop pin, the bowler bat (or.
as we call it i America *derby ‘) and dark srey ar hlack safety
habit, is what is adways used by ladies who hunt here. 7
behieve with the regublir hunting women  of Quorn and
Pytcliley. the most fashionable packs. the tall hat is said to be
coming in again, hut is still the exeeption, not the rule.”

’l‘llli Philadelphina Ledger says that 2 bacterinlogist asked

a woaim who did not usually have to go on very dirty
streets f he might make an experincnt on one of her skirts,
1L was a comparatively new one, aund reevived daily brushing.
He found on part of the skire binding at the hem the followmgs
swall menageric. Two hundred thousand germs, many hear.
ingz diphitherin, pucumonia and toasihis; also collections o1
typhoid and consuwuption microles To say the leasz, 1 do
not think Philadclphin’s streets are dirtier than Montreal's, so
what would be thie result, one wonders, of a hacteriological
exaumination of walkuye skirts hiere Such startling scientific
disclosures as the athove may be used as o crushing areaign.
mient of the long skirt. But, after all, they might also be used
ais the hasis of an argument against walking in the city at all,
for our fect wust touch the pavements, and hoots will pick up
germs with the same case as skirte. Periaps, like the
Hollanders in their homes, or like certain Oncntals in their
tamples, we ought always to leave our shacs at the door as
things unclean.  But cven then, geraophobin~—that worst of
wadern nightmarcs—would  probablv pursue us into our
hoes. through the kephole or up the waterpipe!  So what
arcwetada?
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