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GRANT ALLEN'S PERSONALITY.

Flas chigtminge channter sheto s of the lnte eminent Camullan. teant
Ao was weitten for Mostirev Lor v gentletan who Knew  him
s B bnadte v el is i posttint e speah with nuthority of the deceased
witte v

( N October 25, 1m0 his heautiful Swerey howe, © The Croft,”

aftes manny weeks ot <ufleringz, theve passed awvay owriter
whom the ite Cotter Moridson once desevibed ais ** the mast
versatde neung an England ™

One geed but tend the titdes of Grant Alen's 30 odd vohnnes
to apprecute this statemant - A aan who could thrill his
redders with some of the cleverest bits of fiction ever written,
such as “The Rev Jobn Crealy ™ and other shetehes, in
CRprangze Rored,” was one monstrari digito practercuntinm,

but when to his pumerons tades and novels, some of which are

THE LATE GRANT ALl

extranely popular, we add poctry, and to poctry biography,
and to lyography story, aud to history estheties, and to
westheties phalosophy, and to philosophy & theory of plasies,
sk whan we find that s piamtold activity was crowned by
devotton to waturad soence, ol which his many delightiul
warks on cvalution in pliat and gaimal life ave the fruit, we
begm to appreciate the fact that Cotter Morrison’s tribute
was 0o mere alter-dinner culogy .

Versatility, wmdeed, marked Grant Alten’s eareer from boy-
haod. In his seventh year he conld read hix tather's Greek
Testmment, and yet, as o child, ie was cver the foremost to
discover the harbangers of spring in the flowers, birds and
animals of forestand field, While be awas vet a Tad his draaw-
img-master prophesied for hun ione as an artist. and wept
when he was taken away to prepare for the university.
Entering Merton College he won i pastmastership lor unusual
excellence i Greek amd Latin, vet bis ehiet delight was in the
ficld of natural science and the evolutionary philosophy of the
day.  After leaving Ozford e was appointed professor of
mental phitosopby zmd logie in a West ndian college, of whicli
he saon hecame princpal. Thougl @ very successtul weacher,
his ambition carricd iy into another sphere, and as soon as
the London jonrnals began to accept s articles, he took the
final plunge mto the sen of literary life asa journalist and war.
Later. when his fiome was well established, be

cosrespondant.

beeame a pablic leeturer, hig debut heing made hefore the
Royal Society.

In the light of modern sciewee, some explanation of this
versatility may be found in Grant Allen’s family history,  His
futher, himself an author and a man of great intellectund
toree, helongs to a brilliant rish familv. On the other hand,
through his mother, a Montreal de Longueuil, e was a direct
deseendant, in the ninth generation, of the tnmous Frenchman,
Charles Le Moyne, wha, according to Parkman, was ** founder
of a family, the most truly eminent a Canada,'” and whose
cleven warrior sons form mquestionably the most picturesgue
wroup inenrly Canadian history.  Hix maternal grandmother
belongred to @ Ganily of BEoglish soldieis and saitors, the wells
Lkaown Devonshive Colling, while his great-grandizther was o
distingzuished  Scot, Capt. David Alexander Grant, of Blair-
tindy, who, for his devotion to the Pretender, was dispossessed
of his estates.

Thix Canadian compound of French and Buglish, Irish and
Scotch blood, of the hest tyepes, was brought up onid the most
fivorable surtoundings for the developutent of genius, Frowm
the hands of his parents—hoth of them endowed with nuusual
refinement and mental eapacity—he passed to the hest schools
in Connecticut, France and England.  He enjoyed the advan.
tages of travel, and mede himselt a thovough master of Frencly
and halian literature and art. Having lived in the north and
south of Burope, in Canada and in the tropices, he had a more
intimate knowledge of Nature, in her varied phenomena, than
is connuonly enjoyed by scientaf > students,

Grant Allen went through hifie with Ins eyes open. . Nothing
escaped him, nd, as his memory was always phenomenal, he
possessed o extraordinary fund of information, His habit of
intevesting himself in'everything and evervbody, together with
his constant play of wit and faney, accounts for the unrivalled
charm of his conversation,  He conld pass, with the greatest
case, from the simplest topies of everyday lite to the most
intricate questions of abstract thought, e is the most
entertaining man 1 ever met,” s=aid an American writer lately;
*he made me feel that nothing wis too common to be uninter-
esting.”  He had o passion for beauty, as is abundantly
ilustrated in his anture stodies amd other literary work, but
wis also manifested i the minor ficlds of artistic activity.
Charaing Mrs. Allen, who was very fond and very prowd of
her hushand, used to say that it her dresses were beautiful—=and
no woman dressed more wastefully—it was hecanse they were
desigued or selected by her hushand.

A man of sueh varied talents, who found a genuine joy in
life it every tarn, and was of a kindlvand sympathetic nature,
was stre to be eagerly songht after. Enthusiastic himself, he
aroused enthusinsm in others. It is well known that Grant
Allen tirst brotght more than one young author hetorve the
public eve. . William Watson might still be looking for recogni-
tion if Grant Allen had not hevalded his praises in a London
monthly.  Other writers, whom we may not name, but who
are now known the world over, reecived from him substantial
add at the outset of their caveers.  His nmmerous friends were
devatedly attached to hun, and his intimate circle included
mien famous in every wadk of e, Chief among these were
Herbert Spencer,

Deepest and mightest of our later seers,

as he calls him; George Meredith, the great novelist; Edward
Cladd, the literary bhanker; Cotton, of the Academy, and Sir
George Newnes, the London journalist. e was always proud
to show i beautiful German microscope, which Darwin and his
eminent co-workers once presented him in recognition of his
serviees in populurizing  sciesnee, It has bheen my good
fortune,” he said a few years ago, *to be acguainted with
every eminent man of science in England.*

In his home life, Grant Allen was a most adlectionate son
and hrother, the most devoted of hushands, the most loving of
fathers,  When  “The Woman Who DIid™ appeared,  the

(Continved on page 13.)



