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Sing, that the winter is over,
Sing for the coming of spring,
For the showers und flowers and beautd-
ful hours,
And the fiash of the robin’s wing,
Sing, ror the gladness of Laster ;
Lift up your voices and sing.

Decp in the heart of the forest,
Down at the roots of the trees,

There {8 the stir of the vioiets coming,
And smlile of anemones,

And many a kiss of fragrance
Goes out to the fragrant breeze.

Sing, for the coming of Easter,
And many a rzre surprise
Of beauty and bloom awaiting
The looking of happy' eyes.
Sing, for the Easter sunshine

And the blue benignant skies,

And carry the tall white lUlies,
Apd the roses brimming sweet,
To the church where aigle and ahar
Are sought by hastening feet.
Sing, to the Lord of the Easter,
Who {8 coming, your songs te meet,
—Harper's Round Table. !

curs somvimes before and somotimes
alter that of the Western Church,

: though very rarciy—as 1o 1a65--1t falis

upon the same day.

Laster customs, sports, apd supersti.
Hens aflond a0 wide field of Inierest,
While manv of them have existed almost
frow the first ce ebratiun of thia festival,
and are.found among Christians of all
nattonalities, there are others which are
Pecdliar to peoples and places.  In the
middle districts of Ireland there is a
superstition that the sun dances in the
Leavens on Easter murning.  About
eight or nine oclock ~t the previous
evening, clled * Holy Saturday,” the
wives of prosperous farniers place many
& fat hen and chofce plece of fuley bacon

. In the famlly pot, and woe betlde the
. luckless wight wbo ventures to taste be.

fore cock-crow. At mlidnight, among

. universal cxpressions of joy, there arv

heard loud crics of “Out with the
Lent "  Then, after a short perlod of
L. rriment, the household retires to rest,
rising again by four o'clock in the morn-
ing, *to see the sun dance Nor is
this superstition confined to the lower
or middle classes, for [ have heen assured
by perrons of wealth and culture that
they have repeatedly seen the sun datice
on Kaster morning.

The wuse of flowers to decorate

. churches at Easter has been in vogue

" from time immemorial, and they were

PACTS CONCERNING EASTER. |

Very few people, even among devout
Christians, can give any uccurate ac-
count of the origin of the Easter festival,
or can tell why it occurs on a different
day each year, and how that day is de-
termined. Its name, like those of the
days of the week, is a survival of the
old Teutonic mythology. To the Ger-
mans it was known as Ostern, and to
the Anglo-Saxon as Eastre, or Fostre, a
name derived from Eostre or Ostara, the
Anglo-Saxon goddess of Spring, to whom
tone fourth moon, ansyvering to our Aprid,
thencs called Eostur monath, who dedi-
cated. The pame of the goddess comes
from the Saxon oster, to rise.

To the French, Easter is known as
Paques; to the Itallans, as Pasqua; and
to the Spanish, as Pascua—all of which
are derived from the Latin Pascha and
the Greck Parxa, which are Chaldce or
Armamaean forms of the Hebrew word
DPesach, signifying the ¢ Passover,” by
which was meant the passing over of the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt
by the destroying angel when he smote
the Egypilans, comwcmorated by the
great annual feast so often spoken of in
the Scriptures as the Keast of the Pass-
over. .

Easter, which from its earliest day has
been styled the *“ Queen of Festivais,”
was the perpetuation of this feast by the
first Christians, who, from their close
cornection with the Jewish Church,
naturally continued to observe the Jew-
ish festlvals. Thus the Passover, ep-
nobled by the thought of Carlst, the true
Paschal Sacrnificial Lamb—the first fruits
from the dead—became the Chrnistian
Easter,

But there quickly sprang up between
Christjans of Jcwish and Gentile descent,
a long-continued and bitter controversy
48 to the proper time for the observauce
of this festival. ‘The former insisted
that Lent should terminate at the same
time as the Paschal fast of the Jews, to
wkich it was analogous, on the fourtzenth
day of the moon, and that Easter should
immediately follow, without regard to
the day of the week. Gentile Christians,
on the contrary, maintained that the
first day of the weck should be o)-
served as that of our Lord's resurrcction,
and that the preceding Friday should be
Kept as the occasion of his crucifixfon,
without regard to the day of the. montu.
By reason of their observance of the
fouiteenth day of the moon, the formeor
class was derisively styled * Quarto-
decimani,” or fourteen-day men, by the

latter, who also stigmatized them as
heretics.
It was the Church of Rome that

gradually harmonized these differcuces.
The Council of Nicaea, called by the
Emperor Constantine, A.D. 325, partly
to settle this countroversy, finally agreed
that * Easter shall hereafter be kept on
one and the same day throughout the
world, and none shall hcrealter foilow
the blindness of the Jews.”

It was also the Church of Rome which
established the rule that the day for the
celebration of our Lord’s resurrection .
should be the first Sunday after the
fourteenth day of the calendar moon,
which happeus or or next after March
21—the vernal equinox—ihv allowing it
to occur as early as March 22, or as late
ag April 25. This old Roman rule is
stfll observed throughout the Christian
world: though as the churches of Russia
and -Greece, and indeed the Orfental

-clkurches generally, stili observe the old

Juoilgh calentar- instead. of the more
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originally intended as direct emblems of
the resurrection, having rigen in the
spring from the earth in which, during
the severe winter, they seem to have
been burfed.

There i3 an old superstition, that un-
less some new article of dress is worn
on Easter, misfortune will be sure to fol-
low throughout the year, s« stated by
the following couplet {n * Poor Roblin's
Almanac " :

* At Easter let sour cloth»s be new,
Or eclse be sure you wilt It yue”

An old English name for Easter was
“God's Sunday.” In Twickenham,
Eagland, it was long customary to divide
two large cakes among the young people
in the parish church; but, in 1645, it was
directed by Act of Parliament that
thenceforward there should be bought,
in lfeu of the cakes, luaves of bread for
the parish poor, and for many years it
was customary to
*rom the church tower, to be scrambled
for by the poor children on the Thursday
following Easter.

Among the peasantry of Spain ft is the
custom to choose an Kaster King; and a
good story is told of Charles the Fifth,
that, during one of his journeys, he en-
countered one of these royal personages
with a tin crown upon his head and a
spit in his hand for a sceptre. Wholly
ignorant of the real kiung's rank, the
peasant ordered him, rather roughly, to
take oft s hat to the King of the
Easter !

“Your Majesty,” said the Prince, un-
covering, with a profound obeisance, “ if
you find royslty as troublerome as I do,
you will soon Le glad to abdlecate.”

Abstinence from meat on Easter Sun-
day will, it Is sald, avert fevers during
the ensuing year. In certain parts of
England, the first ¢ish brought to the
table on that day is a red herring.
fashioned by the cook after the likeness
of a man riding on horsehack. A plece
of bacon Iz then eaten to show a2h-
horrence to Judaism. The usual Taster
morning salutation among the primitive
Christians was, *“Christ is risen,” to
which the regponse wasg, ‘“ He is risen in-
deed,” or eclse, * And hath appeared unto
Simon.” .

Parish clerks ip the connticg of Darent
and Devon leave, as an Easter offerlug.
at the house of eovery parishioner, im-
mediately after the churen zervice on
Good Friday, a large and a small white
cake, having a mingled sweet and bitter

ragte.  This i= ‘evidently a survival of
the “bitter herbs™ of the Passion
Supper.

The oldest, most familar, and most
unjversal of the Easter customs, are
those assoclated with eggs. Hundreds
of years before Christ, eggs held an im-
portart place in the theology and phil-
osophy of the Egrptians, Persians,
Gauls, Greeks, and Romans, among all of
whom an cgx was the emblem of the
universe, while the art of colouring it
was profoundly studied, Tho sight ot
street boys striking thelr rival eggs tn-
gether to see which is the stronger and
shall w®in the other, was as common in
the .reets of Rome and Athens two
thousand years ago, if we are to belleve
antiquarians, as it is in 2ny of our Am-
erican clties to-day. These eggs, now
called Caster cggs, were originally called
* Paste oggs,” corrupted to °‘Pacte
eggs.” bacause connected with the Pas-
chal, or Passover Feast.

One reason for assoclating an egg with

medarn Grogerian oxs, thelr Easter-~~ "/the day on whica our Bavicor arose from
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the dead, may bo that the little chicky
entombed 20 to speak in the ogg, and
ristng from {t intwo life, ras regarded as
ty pteal of an ascension from the grave.
An old North-of-England custom Is
the exchanging of Easter eggs as nro-
ants, to which usage the seading of
cards and other *aster offerings, of late
years so much In vogue in this country,
wav be traced, 1t s also customary fn
England's northern countries, to elabor-
ately “ engrave " Eastet cggs, by scrap-
ing off the dye with a penknife, thus
leaving the desfgn In white upon &
coloured ground.  Tha full name of tho
decorator, and the date ot hls o hor
birth, preserved as mantel ornaments for
generationg, present as roliable evidence
of dates as tho records of a family Bible.

HOW RAY S8BT PHE BALL ROLLIYG.

It wag flne coasting {n Bruce's fleld,
und Ray Light was off for a goud time
with the sled all to himself; for Ralph
had a toothache that mornlog,—a real
one, that kept him In the bouse, and
. sent the big tears trickling down bis
checks.

“Hirrah! \Won't I have 3 jelly timo
with wobody 1o say, ‘ Here, it's my turn

after the other boys.

Ho had coasted down a fow tlmes, ea-
Jjoying every minute, when, as he drew
his sled up the bhill, he noticed a new
boy standing watching the others. His
clothes were old and patched, and his
hauds were in his pockets for warmth,
because he had no mittens.

Away went Ray again, to show tho
new bhoy how fast hir  sled could go.
Conscience was talking to him, 1 don't
have 10,” he answered ‘“ BEvery other
time I have to share it with Ralph; so—"
And away he spun down the hill the
second time. But some way it didn't
seom 0 much fun this time, and by tho
time Ray reached the top again con-
sclence had won.
ho passed the new boy. “ Come om, it

yuu do.”
The new boy did not wait for a sec-

throw these Jan ou

ond {nvitation. His face beamed with
i delight ae he hastened to *come on.”
| My, how the sled did whiz! He ftairly
flew down the hill, and his pinched
, checks were rosy as he trudged back.
* Haven't you any sled ?* asked Ray.

The boy shook his head.

“We'll take turns, then ™ sald Ray,
bravely., *“ Here goes! Hooray !

Every coast was fine now, as they took
turns, and Ray saw how happy Jack was
to dbe in the fun with the rest. Sovon
the other bovs began to offer their sleds,
apd bv.and-hye Joe Hill sald he must
go, but if Ruy would bring it along when
he came, Jack could take his sled the
rost of the morning.

To say that Jack was happy would not
begin to tell what a foyful flutter was
in his heart. He had but lately moved
to town, but if this was the way boys
di{@ here, it must be a pretty good sort
of place, he thought. Ray now had his
sled to himself, and, as conscience was
very well contented, he enjoyed every
minute.

\When noon came, and the boys started
hrane, some one asked Jacrk where he
lived.

* Down by the old mill,” he answered.

*“\What, are you the folks that were
burned out over In the South village 7

“Yes. There's where T lost ‘my sled,
in the fire,” answered Jack.

* Whew ! that's tough.” whistled a
chorus of voices. And the new boy was
a hero at once,

When boys are interested, * does not
take long to do things  The next time
‘he coasting was good in Bruce's fleld,
Jack was there with a brand new sled, of
which he was very proud; and with
hoyish good-nature ft was passed around
and tried by aill, for hadn’t the boys an
interest in that partleular sled 2 When
a boy's pocket-money goes to give soms
other doy a good time, his interest goes
with il, you may be snre. A mew pelr
ol wmittens kept Jack's hauds nice and
warm, and his ragged jacket was covered
by a thick reefer.

The mothers heard about the sled. and
began to inguire about the family down
by the old mill. Then they found that
the mother had been sick, and the father
was so burned in the fire he could not
use his hands; and so they were very
poor, and had scurcely ahything to be
comfortahle with,

So bdags and boxes of good things to
nat began to appear in Jack's home, and
warm cothing, made by kind and gener-
ous hands, came to the sick mother ; and
maliers began to look very oncouraging
to the poor people. who had felt that
everything hagd gone in that terrible fire.
Work was found for the father, the
mother galned rap!?ly, and home seemed
2 very different place to Jack ln & few
mobdthsa.

now ' " he thought, as he trudged along .

* Say, want a coast 7 he called ont 28

And 1t wvas Ray Light who had ect the
ball rolling which brought so muoch ¢
fort sauéd good choer to them all. But
Ray never thought of R to that way
He had only shared his sled with the
new boy; that was all—Kvery @ther
Suuday.

LESSON NOTES.

8ECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE ACTH AND RPISTLEA

it

LESSON IV.—APRIL 25,
PETER DELIVERED FRCM PRISON.
Acts 12. 5-17. Momory verses, 7-9.

GOLDEN TEXT.

The angel of the lord encampeth
round about them that fear him, snd de~
iivereth them.—Psalm 34, 7.

OUTLINE.

1. The Prlsoner, v. 5, 6.

2. The Angel, v, 7-11,

3. The Disciples, v, 12-17,
Timo.—ln the spring of A.D. 44.
Place.~Jorusalem.

HUME READINGS.

M. Peter dellvered from prison.—Acts
12, 1-10.

‘I'u. Poter delivered from prison.—Acts
12. 11-19.

W. God's power to save—Psalm §3.
10-22,

Th. The Lord’'s angel.—Psalm 34. 1-10.

F. Reftuge of the godly.—Psalm 81.

S. Able to dellver,—~Dan, 6. 15-23.

Su. Helping by prayer.—~2 Cor. 1. 1-11.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Prisoner, v. b, 6.

What oncouragement had the church
to pray ? AMatt 18. 19,

How was Peter guarded while thoe

|
church prayed ?

2. The Angel, v. 7-1L
What vigitor came to Petor?
What did he do and say ?
What furtber did he tell Poter to do ?
What 4@ Peter think of all this?
How did they get out of prison ?
\Where did the angei lenvo Peter ?
To whnt conclusion did Peter then
come ?
\What truth concerning God’s care decs
this fllustrate ? Goiden Text

3. The Disciples, v, 12-17.

To whose house did Peter go ?

Who came to the door when he
knocked ?

What did she d0? Why ?

What did the diseiples think ?

When they saw Peter how did they
feel ?

What did he tell them ¢

What did he bid them ?

What “ James” was this ? Matt 10.3.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson are wo shown—
1. The strength of prejudice ?

2. The value of united prayer ?

3. The power of God ?

THE SALOON AND DRIKE.
WHAT THEY TRINK OF Ir.

A curse—Queen Victoria,

A scandal and a shame—Wm ®M
Gladstone.

Treps for workingmea.—Earl Calrze.

Devilish and destructive.~lord Ran-
dolph Churchill.

Drink is the curse of the country.—
Rt, Hon. Joseph Chamberiain, M.P,

Stupelics and besota.—Bisinarck.

The mother of sins.—Southey.

The devil in  sofutlon.—Sir Wiltred
Lakson.

iguid fire and distilled demnation.—
R Hall.

The mother of want and the purse of
crime~Lord Brougham.

A polson in politics as well a3 tn -
clety.—Slr W. Harcourt.

Thé nation is being throttled by the
tragic—Lord Roscbery.

A huge nulzance and missry.—London
Tirges,

Yet “ this curse,” mo * devilish and de-
structive,” that “stupefies and desots™
*the mother of sins.” “of want ang
the nurge of crimes,” the ~ dovil {n soln-
1lon,” “the nations’ scandal and shame”
anq the ™ trap for workingmen,” the Fng-
ish natlon legalizes. protects and cher
fshes at a cort of well-pigh s hwn-
ared millon dollars, and the Axedend
nadion dpes the rame with the’hnge cur

cures
at a cost of onn YWliog dolfayw =
Canada at 3 cost of tfty ghiim"%




