PLEASANT HOURS,

THF. GIRIS AND BOYS,

HAT is the work for the girls and

boys
| li n thllu bolantiluldwoxld of o:,m 1
s it only play, and traps, and toys,

And lngm ing to gnhx;'ﬂowon 1

With their busy hands and tireloss feot,
And hearts so jocund and freo,

1s there not some work for the girls and boya
They can do with the heartiest glee?

There'a a foo to fight—a foo to the boya .
Ao for men will spoil them quite,

Apd often the sweet and innocent girls
He luros away from the right.

King Alcoho' ’s the demon’s name ;
You will meet him everywhere.

Fixty thoussnd men he kills each year,
Aud to fight him who will dare?

The army, I think, is the girls and boya;
With God for their leader thoy go,

And thoy will conquer in his name
This cruel, muruerous foe.

Then **down with King Alcohol,” girls and

boys,
1.t this your watchword be,
* For God, and home, and native land
Woe'll fight till we are free.”
Mrs. E. J. Ricadoxn.
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OUR CONTINUED STORY.

‘WEe have from time to time received
1equests to publish in our Sanday-
‘shool papers, a continued story.
!Jesirons of learning to what extent
this fealing prevailed, we asked through
thiz paper, somo weeks ago, superinter-
dents to ascertain the wish of their
schools on tho matter. A good deal of
vary interesting correspondence was
received, some ®hools deel

no
change, but a larger number requesting
a continued story. Ono of the

strongost protests against the story,
was from our rospected contribator,
the Rev. James Lawson, of Cobden,
Ont. That we do perfect justice to his
objection, wo givo it in full, omitti
only certasin complimentary remarks

\ S  about the present Editor.
E@%«r

Dear Editor,—~Having d’mt noticed your
‘“query” in PrEasant HoOURs of January
23, 1 hasten to drop a fow lines un thesubject
to which it refera.

1 sincerely hops you will not make the
chango suggosted. Wili you kindiy permt
mo to say that one o1 tho many excellent
features of our very snperior S8unday school
papers, accordivg to my mind, is, that there
are no *‘continued storios’’ 1n them, eve
paper is complete in itself—just as 1 thin
every Church }nfer should be. Our Sunday-.
school papers fall into the hands of many who
do not get them regalarly ; and to such, the
continued story instalment would bs rather
sonoying than editying. Many papers nse
this plan on purposs tc increase their
circulation, and mansge at the end of the
year to secure 8 ronewal by beginniug some
*thrilling story " of **intenss interest” just
beforo the new volume beging. Our Sunday-
school pub.ications hsppily need nothing of
that kind to secure a large circulation, nor
wonld our editor, I am folly persuaded, think
of introducing scrials with that object in
view. And as the circulstion in the past has
shown how highly our papers were appreci:
ated, I hopo none of the present subscribers
will be disappointed by finding the paper
difforent from what they wero led to oxpect
The fact that hitherto such stories have not
appeared ssems to indicato that in the jndg-
ment of the editor, they were not desirable.

I am very glad that hitherto tho editor has
so docided. I very much appreciato his
judgment 10 the matter, and hope I shall
atill have the privilege of doing 23 I have bsen
accustomed to do, namely: recommending
our own publications, n{llcl as woll as
privately, laying special emphasis on the
vory gratifying fact that ** paper is
complets in 1taclf, and no continued stories.”

I tbonght of offering a fow sdditional
raasons for not introducing the proposed
change, but fear I have already made my
letter too long, My intense loyalty to our
own publications, and my very strong ob-
Jjectioas to continned story papers, must be
my apology, which I trust will bs kindly
sccepled by both indulgent editor and readers,

Yonrs toyally,
AuEs Lawnsoxn.,

Now, we must say, frankly, that we
feel quibe strongly the foroe of Bro.
Iqwsan's objections, At the same
time many more schools request the
story than object toit. And in this
respect we desire to meet, so far as

ible, the reasonable wishea of our
active Sundsy-school workers, on whom
resta the burden of making our schools
and our papers, the grand guccess that
they are,
: We shall endeavour to avoid the
, objections set forth in Bro. Iawaon's
letter, We think it not honest to
.print a story which continues after
| any of the achools close in the fall,

tting ¢ or which begins before they open in

thecpring. We have therefore delayed

beginning our story till the month of

MAURA Loa,

’

May, when all the schools will be opan
for tho summer. Apd as that in
Preasaxr Hours will oaly run through
three or four months, and that in
Home and School a little longer, they
will both be ended before the winter:
sleeping schools oluse in the fall.

‘We think most readers, both old and
young, are too fond of slories. They
should be used only as the salt, or
spioe, or sugar, of our mental food, and
not s8 ita staple diet. They will
therefore form only a subordinate part
of the reading of thess  spera. We
ghall try in each number to give a
variety of religious instructive reading,
based on solid fact, on biography,
history, the study of nature, the great
movements of the age, and shall try to
ssturate each paper with religion,
temperance, patriotism, love of mis
siong, and everything that will benefit
both head and heart.

Baut a ressonable amount of story can
do no harm, and will do good. Re-
ligious lessons can often be taught by
a story or parable, as they can no other
way, and there is something to be said
in favour of a longer atory than can be
contained in a gingle paper. There is
an opportunity in such a story to
more clearly deecribe and develop
character, to more strongly affect the
mind, to more deeply impress impor-
tant lessons, than in the short story
sketch, After reading a score or a
hundred of these, one very ofter. has
only a very confused recollection of
what they are about, or perhaps no
recollection at all. Now the sustained
interest of the continued story keeps it
freeh in the mind, and one can remem-
ber it 28 & whols, with its religions
lesaoms, or moral teaching, for years,
or perheaps for life.

Bat just here is the diffioulty; to
find 8 oontinued story of sufficient
value, and of such distinct religious
teaching as to justify its being put into
the hands of the nearcly 100,000 rexders
of Prrasant Hours, There sr«8cares
of stories which will intexese and
amuse, but will not instruct the mind,
or profit the soul. These we do not
feal at libe:ty to use. 'We have made
diligent sesrch before we were able to
find one which came up to cur ideal of
what a religious story, for Prrasaxr
Houzrs, should be. And even this we
abridged from a ed
oontaining a good deal that wo would
not feol justified in printing in this

beok, | most striking works of English

per. For Home and School we were
unable to find such a story. So we use
one written by the Editor, to supply
just such a need,

‘We hope that their religioua teaching
will be owned and blessed of God,to
the spiritual and eternal welfare of
their readers.

MAUNA LOA.

Tue Sandwich Islands contain the
largust volcanoey, both active and quist,
in the world. The two most lofty
mountaing aro Mauna Kea and Mauna
Loa, each of which is fourteen thous-
sand feet in height, Xilaues, on the
latter mountain, is the largest active
volcano in the world, having an oval
shapad crater nine miles in circumfer-
ence. In this immense cauldron isa
red sea of lava, always in a state of
fugion. At intervals the lavais thrown
to a great height, and rolls in rivers
down the mountain sides. Except at
these intervals the mountain is covered
with perpetual emow. It is in the
centre of Hawati, the largest island of
the group. Near to it is the native
village of Waiohinu, which is in a
forest of orange, fig and guava trees,

JOINING THE CHUROH.

How goon should I join the Church}
The best answer we can give to that
question is: Just assoon &8 your heart
has joined the Saviour. When God
gives conversion, he demands confes-
sion, Make the most of your early
love. If your heart goes out to Jesas
in loving trust, then stand up for him,
and with him, joining your hands to
his, teke the bleesed vow of spiritual
wodlock. The whole drift of the Bible
is in favour of prompt trust in Chrat,
prompt confeesion of Christ, and prompt
obedience to bis every call of duty.
The teaching of the Word 7s: ¢ What-
soever he exith to you, do it.” But
the devil's version reads: ¢ Whatso-
ever he eaith to you, delay it.”

Tz latest number of * Caseells’
National Library” that hag reached
us is Horaco Walpole's famons Gothis
romance, %¥The Csstle of Otrants.”
Prof. Morley writes a gracefal intro-
duction. Thia Library brings within
the resch of everybody some of the
liter- ||
sture at the nominal figure of 10 ceats BB
per volame. :




