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TUE GREAT QUESTION BRIENLY ANSWERED S
& A\CHAT MUST 1 DO TO BE savin 1%

Or all the enqguiries which cither the curiosity
—the hopes—the fears, or interests of men have
ever prompted them to institute,

his,—as it relates
to man’s cternal welfare and happiness—i., with-
mt controversy, the most imp ttante It is teuly
“the Gueat Questien”—a qu.ation which has,
indeed, been propesed and answered a thousaad
and a thousand times since man became a fullen
ceeature : but, unlike griestions of merely tempo-
ral interesty its as vital and momentons as ever.
Should these remiarks meet the cxe of such an
enquiter, let him be assured that the Gospel of the

ce of God can, and alone cen, truly and satis-
factorily answer his question, and tamish such a
reply as can give peace to the conscience and sal-
vation to the soul.  But—

Who is the cnguirer ?=1< it asked by men of
setiousness and sincerity—influenced hy a de-
sire to be instructed, and with purpnses of ohe-
dience ? or by individuals curious or carcless, as
was Pilate when he enquired of the Saviour,
«\What is trath 79 and tien, like him, harry
away, net waiting for a rply 5 or making the an-
swer retumned, the subject of cavil ot ridicale ?

And there ars men professedly Christian, who
thas trifle with this ereat question and its oreat
answer, and who treat the instructicns and pro-
clamations of the Gozpel with neglect o7 contempt.
Such, in fact, is the conduct of ally who ate not
scrious and carnest in their enguines about salva-
tion: they are ¢ cver leaminz, aad never able to
come to the knowledye of the trath.™  With such
triflers, howevery, we have now nathing to do,
£a70y 10 warn then of the tiem-ndons censoquacn-
czs of nking lizht of sny thing ceanccted with
the interests of the soul 2nd of ctenity. ¢ Bo
not deceived, Gol is not mocked.”

Hio is the cnquiner P—Is it the mrn whose
mind is divinely illuminated, awakened, and
canvinced—who is made to see, to feely, amid
to confess the maral misery—the personal guiiti-
ness—the utter helplessness~-and the awful persl
of his condition?  Is it the enquizy of one upon
whom, and upon whose path of crror, transares-
sion 2nd datkness, “as he journeyed, like < Squl,
saddenly there shined round about Lim g sreat
light from Leaven ;3 discoverings to lum a state ef
moral wretchedness of which lic was not previ-
ously aware, and of danger whichi he had not an~
ticipated ; and agonised and alarmed, does he ex-
daim and engnirey O wretched man that fam?
who shall deliver me 7—whut must [ do to be
saved 1 The proper answer and connsel ta such
an enquiter is, (not an assurance that his fears are
groundless, 2nd that his sonl is in safety, orthat
there is nothing for him to do in conncclion
with his eternal salvation ;)—baut, Ga, sinful man,
at oace, and cast thy guilty soul, " with peni-
teuce and shame, before the Merey-son
knowledge with gratitnde the divine goodnoss
in sparing thee amidst surrounding danzers, and
deserved wrath.  Confoss, lament, forsake thy
sina, Dring to God “ the sacrifice of a broken
spitit—a broken and a contrite heart he will not
despise.” ¢ Bring fort), fruils worthy of vepent-
mce.” ¢ Wash you, make you cleen; putaway
the evil of your doings from before mune cyes,
saith the Lotd ; ecaseto do evil, leatn to do well.™?
« For God commandeth all men cvery where to
repent ;" and the Saviour himself declercs, « Ex-

cept ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.”
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Pray, then, for a gracious disposition to repent—
for God alone can give € repentance unto life.”?
& Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call
ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and
he will have merey upon Lim 3 and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon.””  Be assured that
sin must he felt and confessed {o be the greatest
evil in the universe, either in tne repantance or
punisinent of it.

Who is the enquirer 2—Is it the humiled, peni-
tent so dl—the sclf-abhoszed—hraken-heaited sin-
ner? st the man whose every hope and desive
of justification, cither by works of law, or sorrous
of penitence, has eapued—and who, canscions
thaty how decply and sincercly soever hie may re-
pent, and resolve upon future ainendment and obe-
dience, if the mercy of an offen led God interpose
not, aud in a way consistent with the claims of
the divine justicr wnd holincss, hn it potish in
his sinn? Docs he, stripped of all solf-rizliteous-
ness, and stung with remorse, like the Philippian
Jaitor, cuquire, 4 What must 1 do to be saved 2™
The great, encouraging answer of the Gospel is,
# Believe on the Lotd Jesus Christy and thou shalt
be savad 32 and this isthe ondy answer which infi-
nite wisdom, and infinite merey directs to b2 re-
turaed to such enquirers, and tosuch aquestion.
Whether jailors, or prizoners—high or low—rich
or po-r; it traly penit nt; they are commande:d
to +¢ Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away
the sia of the world?? ¢ Neither is there salva-
tion in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven, given among ety wherely we
must be saved.”?

And how many sermons have been preached,
and how many volumes have been wiitten and
publishad, to explain this one word, ¢ Lurievr;®
o5 describing fuith in Christ?  Without going cri-
tically into the subject, which the brevity and
simplicity intenled to be observed in these re-
marks fotlid, we may assert that no word in any
lanzuage, comes nearer the original term pisicu-
sony than the Kuglish word Tresw. My theiefore,
the caquiring penitent knows what it is unhesita-
tingly and cordially tottust, or confide inaneaithly
friend of fidelity, kindness, and worth, who has
uever deceived nor disappointed hiim in the season
of extremity and difflcnity 5 lethim leara, that to
¢ Belicve on the Loud Jesus Christ,> is to trust,
commit,contide his - .ul, with all its guilt and mise-
1y,to that Divine Saviour, who hath loved him and
given himsclf for him—ivhose atonement is & rock
on whicha world of sinnes m:'.i)' steurely rest their
hopesof etemal mercy —ant whose infinitely meri-
torions suflerings and death, the Justice of the Al-
mizhity Governor of the world is willing to aceept,
and docs accept, in the place of the cternal punish-
ment of all wha thus ropent and belicve—and ate
faith{ul in obedience to the end.—Let him learn
also, that the blassed God is no ¢ rospecter of por-
sons?—that no sinner, whatever be the mazni-
tude and aggravation of his oficuices, is exceptad
from the covenant of metey in Christ Jesus:
“ For God so Joved the wontn, that he gave his
only-hegatten Son, that wiosorvan Lelieveth in
him shonid not perish, Lut have evarlasting fite.”?

Wrois the enguirer 2—1Is it the man who, hy
unfaithfalaess and sin, has forfeited his character
and privileges, as a justificd, adopted, regencra-.
ted believers and having fallen from his Ligh
and filial refation to God, bas become again a

uilty and miserable creature t  But is yetnot so
ot fallen 21 to hecome hardened in iniquity, and
Leﬂ wi‘l:mnl concer; aboet his falten shlo..—‘%u
¢, in bitterness and terror, again enquite, * \What
must 1do to be saved 1 na

6 e WWhat mustbe dove
To save a wreteh Lke me i

The instructions, commands, and provisions of
the Gospely are as applicable to his present fallen
condition, as to his former unconverted but awa-
kened state.  Let him tremble, but not despair—
let him humble and afliict his soul hefore the Loxd
—let him again, and, if possible, with decper
compunection, bewail his sin, and bring the sacyi-
Gice of a broken spirity, a broken and a contrite
heart—and O let him azain cone to $the blood
of spinkling™—to the fuantain opened forsin and
for uncleanness—and venture to ¢ belicve on the
Lord Jesus Christ.™ Lot ¢ these things saith Hx
that holdeth the sevenstars in his right hand, whe
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candle-
stichs—1 Lave somewhat against thee, becauss
thou hast Ieft thy first Jove,” Remember, there-
fore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do the fitst warks 3 or clse I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou repeat,”  The divine pro-
mises to encourace the repentance, faith and hope
of the truly awakened, penitenty and returning
hackslidery are ¢ exceedinz great and precious.?*
The purpeses of Jehovah declared towards him as
a retuminy panitenty, me purposes of mercy.
% Go amd prochim these words towards the north,
and say, Keturn thou backsliding Israel, saith the
Lord; 2nd I will not ceuse mine anger to fall up-
an vou; for I am mercisul, saith the Lord, and
Iwillaot keep anger for ever.  Only acknowliedze
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against
the Lotd thy God.» Jer. iii. 12, 13,

Thus we find, that in every cas», exeeptin that
of tho carcless, and the trifler; this momentons
qusstion, which the wisdom of this world has ever
heen unable to solve ; admits, threuzh divine reva-
Iation and mercy, of a satisfactory and most cacou-
ragingreply.  Man, thongh lost, may be saved—
saved freely, fully, eloriously, RTERSALLY sAvED.
Go, then, y ¢ ministers of Clirist, ye messengers of
merey —¢ go ye into #ll the world, and preach the
Gosp2l to every creature.  He that believetl and
is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not
shall Le damned.”?

Reader! for your insiruction aml enzourage-
ment, and with a view to your salvation, these
laing but scni?lural, remarks have heen pennad.
Brief and unadoraed as they are, yout will hence-
forth be without excuse if you remain iznorant of
« the way of salvation.”  Happy woald the wri-
ter oy couidd he helieve that they woald leail you
to further cnquinies of thosa who atwe able to
&expounl to you the way of God more prifect-
Iy ;” and cspcciall{,should they lead you to the
more serious and diligent readinz and study of
¢ithe Holy Scripturcs, which are «ble to make thee
wise unte salvation, through f:ith whickis @2
Chirist Jesus,?

Finally, remember! This hour, and this world,
icthe time and place, when and where, os the
hinenage of enquiry and liope, it may be sajd,
4 What must I do to be saved 27—Ia the world o
comd, it can only be employved as an exclamation
of horror and despair! Today, the enguity may
be instituted—answered, and followed by the
gratoful and joyous declaration—¢ O Lesd, I will
praise thee: though thou wast angry with me,
thine anger is tarned away, and thon comfortadst
me.?*——Tomotrow, the cternal wail may begi
¢The harvest is !;al, the summer is ended, u:l
we a':: not save?’ L L:t, w&:ﬁ .l"‘:llbet enqei-
ties he postponed, ot only sabordinately pursued,
untilthis great question be entered npoa‘:d.b
tled. Exquiar, Rirsxr, Buasvs, axp Lym.
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