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A DESCENT INTO TIIE MAELSTROM.

feather the hurricane, and must disappear bodily
and at once.

The attempts to account for the phenomenon
—some of which, I remembered, scemed to me
sufliciently plausible in perusal—unow wore a very
different and unsatisfictory aspect. The idea

set out upon this expedition without a steady side
wind for going and coming—one that we felt sure
would not fail ug before our return—and we sel-
dom made a miscalculation upon this point. Twice,
during six years, we were forced to stay all night
at anchor on account of a dead calm, which is a

generally received is that this, as well as three | rare thing indeed just about here; and once weo
smaller vortices among the Ferrocislands, “ have | had to remain on the grounds nearly a weck,
no other cause than the collision of waves rising | starving to death, owing to a gale which blew up
a- 1 falling, at flux and reflux, against a ridge of | shortly after our arrival, and made the channel
rocks and shelves, which confines the water so | too boisterous to be thought of.  Tpon this occa-
that it precipitates itself like a cataract ; and thus | sion we should have been driven out to sea in
the higher the flood rises the deeper must thefall | spite of everything (for the whirlpools threw us
be, and the natural result of all is a whirlpool or | round and round so violently, that, at length, we
vortex, the prodigious suctivn of which is sufli- | fouled our anchor and dragged it), if it had not
ciently known by lesser experiments.”  These are | been that we drifted into one of the innumerable
the words of the ¢ Encyclopaeldia Britannica.! Kir-| cross currents—here to-day and gone to-morrow
cher and others imagine that in the centre of the | —which drove us under the lee of Flimen, where,
channel of the Maclstrom is an abyss penctrating j by good luck, we brought up.
the globe, and issuing in some very remote part, ‘I could not tell you the twentieth part of the
—~—the Gulf of Bothnis being somewhat decidedly | difiicultics we cucountered ‘on the grounds’—it
named in one instance. This opinion, idle in|is a had‘spot to be in even in good weather—but
itself, was the one to which, as I gazed, my ima-| we made shift always to run the gauntlet of the
gination most readily assented; and, mentioning | Moskoe-strom itself without accident; although
it to the guide. I was rather surptised to hear him | at times my heart has been inny mouth when we
€ay that, although it was the view almost univer- | happened to be a minute or so behind or before
sally entertained of the subject by the Norwegians, | the slack.  The wind sometimes was not so strong
it nevertheless wasnot hisown,  Asto the furmer, a3 we thought it at starting, and then we made
notion he confessed his inability to comprehend | rather less way than we could wish, while the cur-
it; and here I agreed with him—for, however | rentrendered the smack unmanageable. My eldesy
conclusive on paper, it becomes altogether unin-, brother had a son cighteen years old, and I had
telligible, and even a'ssurd, amid the thunder of | two stout boys of my own. These would have
the abyss. been of great assistance at such times, in using
“You have a goud look at the whirl now,” said | the sweeps, as well as afterwards in fishing—but,
the old man, *and if you will_creep round this, somehow, although we ran the risks ourselves, we
crag, so as to get in its lee, and deaden the roar had not the heart to let the young ones get into
of the water, I will tell you a story that will con- | the danger—for, after all is suid and done, it was
vince you I ought to know sometning of the Mos- | a horrible danger, and that is the trath.
koe-strom.” ¢TIt is now within a few days of three years
I placed myself as desired, and he proceeded. |since what I am now going to tell you occurred.
“Myself and my two brothers once owned a, It was on the 10th day of July, 18—, aday which
schooner-tigged stnack of about seventy tons bur- | the people of this part of the world will never
then, with which we were in the habit of fishing | forget—for it was one in which blew the most
among the islands beyond Moskoe, nearly to tervible hurricane that ever came out of the
Vurrgh,  In all violent eddics at sea there is good  heavens. And yet all the morning, and indeed
fishing, at proper oportunities, if une has only the | until late in the afterncon, there was a geatle and
courage to attempt it; but among the whole of, steady breeze from the south-west, while the sun
the Lofoden coastmen we three were the only ones | shone brightly, so that the oldest seaman among
who made a regular business of going out to the | us could not have foreseen what was to follow.
islands, as I tell you. The usual grounds are a; ** The three of us—my two brothersand myself
great way lower down to the southward. There | had crossed over to the islands about two o'clock
fish can be got at all hours, without much risk, | p.m., and had soon nearly loaded the smack with
and therefore these places are preferred.  The  fine fish, which, we all remarked, were more
choice spots over here among therocks, however, | plenty that day than we had ever known them.
not ouly yield the finest variety, but in fargreater | It was just seven, by my watch, when we weighed
hundance; so that we often got in a single day | and started for home, so as to make the worst of
what the more timid of the craft could notscrape | the Strom at slack water, which we knew would
together in a week. In fact, we made itamatter | be at eight,
ot desperate speculation—the risk of life standing,  * We'set ont with a fresh wind on our star-
nstead of labor, and courage answering for capital. | board quarter, and for some time spanked along
“We kept the .mack in a cove about fivemiles, at a great rate, never dreaming of danger, for
higher up the coast than this, and it was ourprac-  indeed we saw not the slightest reason to appre-
ticg, in fine weather, to take advantage of the fif-; hend it.  All at once we were taken aback by a
teen minutes' slack to push across the main chan- | breeze from over Helseggen. This was most un-
nel of the Moskoe-strom, far above the pool, and, usual—something that had never happened to us
then drop down upon anchor:ge somewhere near, before—and T began to feel 2 little uncasy, with.
Otterholm, or Sundilesen, where the cddies are, out exactly knowing why. We hauled the boat on
not so violeut as clsewhere. Here we used to = wind, but could make no headway at ail for
remain until nearly time for slack-water again, | the eddies, and I was upon the puint of proposing
when we weighed and made for home. Wencver. to return to the anchorage whea, looking astern,



