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Prr YEAR IN ADVANCE.

‘m\mcnsc unde\doped resources.  Itis
a good country to hive in.

Looking at O .tario specially from a
religious standpoint we might say, after
the. manner of the great apostle at
Athens, “Ontario is a. very religious

The Dise;];é of Christ

Is devoted to the (urtherance of the Gospel of
‘Chiist. and pleads for tfe un'on of all be-
Hevers in the Lofd Jesus in harmony with His
own prayer recorded in the seventeenth
chapter of John, and on the basis set forth by
he Apostle Paul in the follewing terms : *I]land.”

lhcrcforc, the plisoncr in the LO(d beseech 'Ihc ]ast Don"nlon census lnforms
you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith | us that in the Province of Ontario the

ye were called, with all Towliness and meek. IR Catholi 1 b
-ness, with long: suffering, forbearing one! Roman Catholic population numbers
the Church of England,

another in love ; giving diligence to keep the | 1358,300 ;
unity of the Spirit in the bond oi peace.}385,699; the P.esbyterian, 4528712
There is one body and one Spirit, even as atsa : the Methodist, 647,518 ; the Brethren,
ye were called in one hope of your calling; the Lutherans s o2 he
onc Lord, cne faith, onc baptism, one God %"c"gl; Baptists, 96 6’ "l‘;" 3’ !
and Father of all, who is over afl, and guiar Japlsts, 96,909 ; the Longre-
through all, and in all.”—Eph. iv. 1.6. gationals, 16, 8]9 the Disciples, 9,106 ;
This paper, while not claiming-to be what | the Salvation Army, 10,320; the Bible
is styled an *“ organ,” may be taken as fairly { Christians (we presume the Christian
Church is meant here), 7,183.

reprasenting the people kuown as Disciples of
Christ in this country. In Canada the Disciples are credited
with 12,7063.

\What are the Disciples doing in On-
tario? \What are they trying to do?
What right have they to do religious
in the Old Testament is Efijah. Helwork here? What are 1hey among so
stands out clearly on the page of in-}man)'? Why should they not with-
spiration as a man of mark, of zeal for {draw from this field ?

God. The incident in his life which; These questions arise, and it is well
this text brings before us is worthy of jthat they should receive some consic.- !
study, and contains for us some useful | eration, even at this convention,
lessons, It is proposed to use it here
to point a moral, if not to adorn a 1ale.
We need not wonder that the good old
man was depressed at the time when
these words were addressed to him.
We become disheartened when we
bave little in companson to discour-
age us.

1 propose to make a general and then
a special application of the incident.

1.—GENERAL.

‘“What Doest Thou Here,
Eljjah ?"¥

One of the wost striking characters

way? What do they 3tand for? What
important truth do they maintain which
no other body in the country main.
tains? Can we draw @ cledr, broad
line between them and-all others -
The Disciples claim to stand for the
undiluted Gospel of Christ. They
ake a plea for the union of all who
believe -in Jesus as the Son of God.
They object to all human creeds as
tests of fellowship. They claim to act
consistently with their principles in this

‘ Here” means Oalario, * Thouw”

Who are the Disciplés of Christ, any

llowship is concerned. \We respect
them as citizens, and may be glad to
engage  with them in
work, but we canniot have church fel-
lowship with them. That would be to
give countenance to what we know to
Be contrary to the will of God. We
need not here and now spend much
time in discussing this point. Intel-
ligent Disciples see it. Conscientious
Disciples regard it.

How is it when we come to the
Baptist family? Can we not find a
basis of fellowship with some of those
who believe in and practice b:lievers’
immersion for baptism? Why in par-
ticular not join the Baptists of the
Regular order? ‘The answer may be
given in these words, bzcause we could
not join them without putting our necks
under the yoke of a wman-made creed.
Do you doubt it Then enqu’re, as I

Regular Baptist Churches, and you will
find that under them all lies (virtually)
jthe New Hampshire Confession of
i Faith. Examine the title-deeds of
Baptist Church property and you wiil
learn that the Bapfists are a  creed-

bave done, into :the constitniton of:

advocacy of pure apostolic Christianity.

"That our principles are sound and
philanthropic

Scriptural, we are sure. If any one
should say that we are not faithfyl to
oidr principles, let us hear him atten-
tively, and if we find him right, correct
ourselves.

How should union talk and union
sentiment affect us ? Should we relax
our efforts 2 Good soldicrs do not lay
their armor down because of the pros-
pect of victory. A great deal of the
union talk is mere talk. DPress the
matter and you will soon find that union

on Scriptural principles #s far away.

\We are sure that those who expected
most from the Christian Endeavor
movement in the line of Christian
union must be getting disappointed.
See how the leaders in the Methodist
Church are heading off the Christian
indeavor international, interdenomi-
national work !

Oue has to get a little on the inside
track to understand how strong is the
feeling against the C. E. Union on the
part of those who direct the policy of
the Methodist Church in Canada. And
what is most significant is, that it is not

bound people with all their profession | the old men only who are working for

of N. T. Christianity.
that the creeds are not brought to the
front as formerly ; they are there all the
same. Scratch a Baptist and you will
find a Baptist still.

sionist bodies.

violate the N. T. order.

It matters little'the Epworth League, but active and
"energetic  young

men as well. And
there is not the slightest doubt but that.
for C. E. pure and simple in the Meth-
odist Church in Canada, the tempera-

And in like manner of other immer-zlure is falling all the time,
An examination of*
their doctrines and practices revealsthe ! People’s Union, what does that mean ?
fact that by excess, or by lack, they'It means that the leaders among the
They add to!
or take from the scripture conditions.
And so we may say that the Disciples: ‘our part we find it impossible to believe

Then look at the Baptist Young,

Baptists fear the effects of the C. E.
Uunion upon their young people. For

are here, and by the help of the 'Lord!that there is a future for the C. E.

—The Disciples.

The Province of Ontario is a large
country. Its area. is 181,800 square
miles, and the last census gives it a
population .of 2,112,989. That popu-
lation will compare favorably with any
people in‘the world, whether we con-
sider their moral, social, financial of
spiritual condition. The Province is
capable of supporting well vastly more

people than it now contains, It has
"Llu.s a3l Mac!
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1 sure-we-should ‘do-all'w cdn 1o oppose
°Vs,§\m,ws
m,om.. it, and to do suwe-must keep ourselves

respect. But do not other bodies stand
for the same principles? It is certain
that others make a similar claim.
Disciples say that others do not act in
harmony with this-claim.

In drawing the lines, we are first'con.
fronted with the Paedo-baptist portion
of our-population. We make an issue
with the whole family.of-P.-B.’s on the
question of infant. baptism. (Need
not take othér points.) As:weiare'sure
that Jesus:never ordained this,-we-are

irtend to stay, because the demands of
% good conscience require it.  When
wé Know -the will of Christ, we are not
only “To vo -t, but to TEacH it. W¢

could not feach the will of -Christ fully
in the Baptist'Churches. Theteaching
which-is accepted and enjoyed among
Disciples would stampede a Bapist
Chirch: If our preachers could not

Baptist Chiirches, our bréthren-cannot
become members-of Baptist Charchés
-without disloyalty 10 Christ. This is
the point, brethren. '

{from them so far as full religious fel:| So then we are needed’ here for the

havt liberty to speak -frecly in ‘the

Union in Canada. It has almost run
its codrse. It has served its purpose,
perhaps, in the providence of God. It
has delmonstrated that Christion union
to be stable must be on a solid basis of
New Testament truth, and not on the
shaky 'basus of seatiment. Truth isnot’
fuithered by ignoring truth, but by reso-_
lutely affirming it ‘
So we:repeat-that the* l)lsczples aré
here in Om:g_no to stand for'thie religion
of the New Testament pure and simple; :
to protest agamst all popery in Cathol—
icisih’ or in Promtantmn, 10 say, tQ
urge, and to maintain, that Christ :md.



