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-IUR %vorlcl is so nitucli
the sport of a miulti-
ttîde of dangers tbat

warning sit"ns arc in
dcîuand ait evcîy Ste!).
A lor railway routes

0r n meets "crossinigs,"
the purpose and nleces-

sity of wbich arc evidenit. Travellers by
w-ater Nvc1conîe the ligblt bouse that precvents
disaster to life and property. Innocent
looking drugs are carefully rnarked

1>Oisollî. to guard unwary niortals fromi
untiiely graves. Prisoners are branded
and given a distinctive 4rress as a protec-
tion for civil society against the wvorst
class of citizens. So is it in the Church
of Cod. Shie suffers, perlhaps more than
any linan society froni dangers inciden-
ta] to bier scope and constitution, and
needs protection against tbeîîî. Thei îost
formidable enernies bave continuially eni-
deavoured to crush or cripple lier. 'lo
survive thecir attacks she was forced to
adopt adequate mecans of defence. Th'le
struggle gave risc to différent powvcrful
or.s.ttiizationis,.-and ami-ong tbemi the Roman
Congregations. 0f the latter one of the
best known is certainly the Sacred Con-
gregation of the Index. 'lo wvriters of
books, as ivell.1 as to renders, this establish-
ment stands forth an unmiistakable dan-
ger-signal.

'l'le art of wvriting, by the facilities it
affcords for the treasuiring and spread of
knowledge, lias rendered invaluable ser-
vices to humanity. Unhappily it bas also
often been a fruitful source of harm. Its
destructive infltiences as well as the ef-
forts nmade to cbeck them, date froni an
early period. It is claimied that the
works of Pythagoris were. burned on ac-
count of their atheistical tendencies. 'I'at
such an event could bappen even among
the lax pagans, the sad fate of a no Iess
renowned phiilosophber, Socrates, proves
beyond cavil. Venturing to teach things
flot in line with poî)ular superstition and
accused of corrupting by bis teachirig tbhe
Athenian youth, lie ivas put to death.

'l'lie RonmanI enipero*, Diocletion,
deeming it not sufficient to persecuite the
Cli stians by tortutres a nd niartyrdomn,
ailso condenîned their books to the
flaiîies. lIn thie liglit of tliese and innu-
meraffle otlier sinîilar fa-,ct%, it is not sur-
prising that inmnoral and irreligious liter-
ature cc'îld e\pect little nîercy froin

adivianely-inistituted society to wh'lose
beaven-tatiglit and living body of relig-
ious trutlîs it wvas ini direct opposition.
Hence tie Chutrchi lias ever been severe
in niatters of tliis kind, and ini virtue of
one of thîe essentiai duties of lier mis-
ýionii dopted even apîarently lîarslî inea-
sures to, reniove thîe curse of bad liter-
attire froni aîîîongst !,(r cbildrcn. In thîe
New~ Testaient is an :;-,stanice of sonie
bad books destroyed by thîe converts of
St. Pati] at Eplesus. 'l'lie wvorks of Anius
in tbe fotîrtl ccîîttry wvere condenined to
a siii)i!ar fate. 'l'le popes. forced by
their positioni to assume the lead, con-
tinuied to exlîort thie episcopate and tie
ivhole body of the faiitbiful to be on tlîeir
gtîard against lieretical writings. Btît the
evii swelled to n ncontrollable proportions
wvitl the advent of thîe printing press and
tie so-ca-ýlled Reforniation. 'he press
lent itself to every species of imposture.
'Flic Council of Trent endeavoured to
fiiid a suitable remedy. A conînittee of
its mnbers wvas set to work, but
sucb wvas tie nuîîîber of books irn
publication, tlîat the Council did flot sec
thîe possibility of itself deciding on any
diefijxte nîcasures. In consequence ir
haîîded its labors over to Paul IV., tiien
Pope, under whose direction and approval
a list or Index of Proluibited Books wvas
shortly afterw~aids prepared and published.
'l'lie cornmittee, though temoporary, -bad
been of great service. Pins V., successor
to Pan! IV., replaced it by a pernmanent
board of ecclesiastics, whose sole business
it wvas to correct tbe Index and bring it

'down to date. Trhis body received the
nanie of tbe Congregation of the Inîdex ;
its powers, extended by Sixtus V., Nvere
confirmied by ]3enedict XIV.
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