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Nowleie is it aflirmned that physicians
are the lords of life, the masters of all
natural forces, nor of such ma;gic as to
overcome the operations of cause and
ef'et. It is manifestly impossible froin
present data, to discuss upon a purely
rationai basis, a disease of unknown origin,
becomiiing universailso suddenly, and steal-
ing a narcl on everybody, like a thief in
the nir.t.

In the tiies wlen diseases were laid
upon men by supernatural powers, the
remeidy vas likewise looked for from oc-
cult or mysterious sources. Assuaging
angry gods and expelling evil spirits w'ho
lad taken their abode in the luman body
vere feats to be achieved only by a pecu-

liar clas of men enîdowed with super-
hiunan powers.

The mîediieval doctor was an imposing
personage, who was stared at witi wonder-
ment and awe. lie was supposed to know
all the secrets of creation, and, indeed Nvas
greatly concerned about alchemy, astro.

-logy, the search after the elixir of life, the
philosopher's stone, etc. Demons were
not excluded froin his ietiology; lie res-
pected flie devil, and the devil respected
hii. His professional acts were held to
spring frein divine inspiration, which by
no means precluded their successful coping,
in point of absurdity, with the frantic per-
fornances of an Indian imedicine inan.

Speaking in flie naie of a grand and
noble profession, Medical Classics replies
to nnmerited sneers and taunts. The
medical'nan of to-day claims to be, simpl/y
a man; a self-sucri/icing alleviator of
humian suffering, and, a searclier for
simple truth. We clain no occult powers
-we are simfpfl hunan. and, there is a
power in tie siple tr/hl whiel no verbal
gloss or exaggeration ca enhane. Moral
rectitude is the essential attribute of a
good citizen and moral rectitude is the
guiding star of the medical profession
Of our day.

Who dons the bst his eirettinstauces attw
Doles well, ncts inoebly .angels ein d n ui ore.

True Science, like true Philosophy,
always gives more than she takes ; and
with the sane breath that she tells us
worlds may cease tu pilpitate, she tells us,

also, that tlie forces which gave themn al]
their vitality can never be crushed into
nothingness except by the hand of Him
froni whom they enanated.

" Trutis trith
To t lie end of irCkoing

Br thren, of a divine calling, what of
tlie day? Diligent yon have been in that
calling -by gods appointed, according to
Paré, and sone of you have already fallen
by the wayside, stricken down by the
nineteenth-century plague, in the per-
foriance of arduous professional duties,
that have been a fearful mental strain.
The heroisin of the niedical profession is
what it always lias been-granîd, sublime
and worthy of all admiration. "l Honor
the physician with lie honor due hitn,"
says Jesus, lte son of Sirach, whom Paré
considered tlie wisest among the Jews,
"for the most High lias created ii
because of necessity; and of the Lord
cometh the gift of healing."

Eaclh century in succession lias contribu-
ted soniething to the store of general
knowledge, and it would be strange and
depressing indeed, if those whol have the
goed fortune to be born in the later ages
should not b)e rieher in the possession of
truth than those born in the earlier tinies.
Had Aristotle lived in the tinie of Bruno,
lie would iost certainly have mnade fewer
faIlse statements. And Bruno's teaching
in its turn falls before that of Darwin and
other philosophiers of our day.

Epidemie influenza has been lauglied at,
niade light of, and the butt of jests, both
sory and nierry, as being but an exagger-
ated forn of an ordinary cold in the head.

On the principle that lie laughs best
wlio laughs last. no one laugis now, and
doctors and laymen alike bave ceased to
regard it as " sonething simply benign."

Its " benignity'" is strikingly exempli-
fied not only in the fact that it lias greatly
swollen the nortality froi pneuminoiia
and otlier lung troubles, but in the aug-
mented death rate froi heart disease. It
upsets the whole nervous systei of its vie-
tim, and it lias hurried to tieir graves
mîîainy already suffering froi valvular and
otier diseases of the heart.


