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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Trurspay, Marcn 29,

‘The Despatches —Structure of the new Councils.

Mr Howe ruso and said, thore was anc subject
wluch had not yet been brought to the atien.
uon of the Hounse, and as thero was half an
hour to sparo, he would throw out a suggestion
rolative thereto, The huuso are well awaro
that in answer to our address of last session,
some dospatches have been seut out to the
lucal governmentand to the house of assem-
bly ; and certain changos have heon made 1n
the councils of the country.  The athier Jay, I
said that these despatches and the subjects
connected with them had not been taken up
by the majority of tho sessivn, and either by
resolution ot otherwise n goneral nnswer sub-
mitied to the wholy; but as they had been in-
traduced partaily by the hon. geatlemna for
Cape Broton, and by the hon. member for
Yarmouth, 1n as far only nsthe canil list was
concerned, 1 did not intrude more in my re-
marks than what related tu that parucular
branch of the subject. DBut there are other
parts which ought ltkewise bo disscussed ; and
one especially which axcites deep interest 1n
the country, 18 important 1nts results, and
calls for an cxpressivn of opinion from us be-
fore wo depart 1o our homes :—[ mean that
which adverts to the structure of the New
Couneils :~-a subject which, as touched upon
in ynrwus parts of the despatches, ougiit to be
answered. I am not new prepared to submut
any proposition—in fact, having taken so pro-
minent a part, and occupied so much of vour
umo last session on this subject, I tele disposed
to feave it now 1n the hands of other genitemen
who were willing, and who were mcre talen-
ted 1o deal weeh at. But Deel it my duty to
ray, that f no member s prepared to say any
thing on the structare of the present cuuncils,
or iuchined to submet any resolutions on the
subject, [ at all cvents shall be prepared in
the early part of the week to move ewher a few
resojutions, pr un address to the Throne, 1w
order to draw furth an expression of thy As-
sembly p¢ to how far the instractions of the dis-
priches hase been carred out, I may advert
to one or two points which I am sausfied our
attentton ought to be particularly called to,
One of these hnd examted n good deal of dis-
satisfaction throughont the country, nnd unless
itas farrly-aud finally scitled will perperuate
ill feeling and- discontent.  This relates to the
overwhelming majority of one class of chns-
uans which bave held nnd do hold power at
the Legislatlve Councal board. Xam glad-w
find that Lord Glenelg has approved of our
observatious on this hend to the fullest extent
and the lnuguage and spuit of thuse despaich-
es are worthy-at a Briush wimistor of a Briush
King. [Mr H. here rend fromrthe despatches
the directions that the solectionsta the Coun-
cil should be made without even the semblance
of favour to any one denomination of chris-
tinns.] There are other partsin the desparch-
es—and the closing passago of that of the 31st.
of Odtober, reiterates and enforces on the local
government, this principle.  They are told
even to avaud every ground of novonly com-
pluint, but even suspicion,. that partin} views
have been -acted- upan.

Now it 1s aur duty to turn our attention to
this, becnuse when we find that while the pro-
portion of population, as to-that particular de-
romination, remains the same—cmbracing
but one-fifth; and that in the new council
there are ten members of the church out of
mueteen who sit thero, meluding the Bishop
—and forming an overpowering nnd distinct
majority, we are stuck fast witly the fact, that
the appointments do not cowside with the m-
structions received from the home government.

I would not be disposed to cavil about the seat
of lis lordship at the board, was he not left
there with a decided mejarity. 1 adumtted
that the custom which bestows on tho church
the right of having bishops' sitting in the Iouse
of Lords, tends to embarrass this question ; but
when wo sco that care has been tnken —1I do
not mean to blame his Excellency, for I koow
he s anxiovs and careful tu do what is right
—hut I do say that some unscen wflnence has
been at work, nnd great core talien to preserve
the invidious distinction which we have repu-
diated. Itmay bo said thatthis arises from n
desire to preserve a number of the members
of the old budy in the new , and if I wus satis.
fisd chat was the true rensun for the disprapor-
tion complaned of, F woold hold: iny punce.—
But when I sce that some few appens to bo pla-
ced thero seamingly for no other purpose than
rosolutcly to keep up the distinctivn, — (and,
Gud knuws, gentlemen will give me credit fur
using my endenvours to settle this question ;)
when I see this apparent determination, I can-
not—I wil} not—aus & Novaseotinn, cease from
raising my voice agamst it. 1am wuiust anx-
ious to get nid of the troublesome question, tu
have it driven out from the legislature; but 1
am sausfied that it will only be driven out by
ihe determined voice of the representatives and
the action of the local goverament un the prin-
ciples which those despatches contain, I gay
this country will never be satified till those
pranciples and dirgctivns are fully earried out,
aud all rehigious distinctions cast out from the
government ; and, as one member, I will ne

ver desist from demanding the full accomplish.
ment of thuso measures we recommended,
until they ure carried out, 01 we are forced to
aive them up as hopelesg. In order to keep
down tlus monoply, for monoply it is, we
should be decided , and without reference to
numes, [ may speak of one or two membes of
the Legistative Council 5 aud I'shall do soas
freely nnd fairly and boldly, as though they

were in the assembly and® before wme.—1f, 1
say, it was no*for a détermination to suppurt
theso influences, how did it happen that in the
selestion which: was made, honble. members
of this assembly whe did enjay the confidence
ofthe country and the agricelturists in paruca-
lar, were passed over, and & learned gentleman
who avowedly maintained principles agninst
the large body of the people of the country —
who distinetly oppesed almost every propo-
sitton brought forward here, having a liberal
or reforming tendency—and wh. finally voted
in o majority of three besides lamself ugainst
the very address fur which the sovereizn han-
ked us :—how isit titnt he was taken and pla-
ced thers to swell the alfeady too anmerous
body uf learned gentlemen at that board, 1
say sir, apurt from other things obvivns ia the
system, the nppoistment of that learned gen-
tlemnn, of itself, suffictently shows what influ-
ences are brought to bear un the Executive of
the country. I say, sir, as oue, I will openly,
manfully, and broadly, state my views on
thesw nbuses, 1n order that o {utuse we mnay
bave better selections.

I need but advertto the strong feeling in
the cotntry whiea the old cuuncil was in exis-
tance, and ask gentlemen il the uew appoint-
ments are such as really remove the grounds
of dissnusfnction; and I tell them if they do
not feel convinced in their minds that the
bonrds are well orgauised, they shonld express
their opinions; for members of this House
ought not to shut their cyes o the fuet : and
while the grounds of discontent are not clear-
ed nway, I, at least, will exclaim agoinst them,
though I'standalone. These are the points
which press upon mymind ; and telt'me- that
as the representativos-of the'country we should
express our apinjons—and go forward, steadi-
ly, ealmly, and propeily, toendeavorto hare

tho work campleted, upon those principles with
which it was begun.,

Hou, Mr Uniacke would not occupy the
time of the huuse now. If religion was to be
made the test of capabilty, why did not the des-
patches sny suat vnce. Lurd Glenelg says
that religion dues not constituto the fest or the
criterion for ahgibility, but ndvises agninst un-
duc favour 1o any paruicular church, and it ap-
pears to mo his Excollency lins made a most
¢qu tabie selection.  Whntever tho religious
qualifications of those gentlemen 10 the coun-
cils are, I do aot think they trouble themselves
iwuch about it; and as 10 having new sclections
why there will soon be an opportunity to make
them; for many of them do not purpose to re-
trin their sents. ‘The gentleman from Cape
Breton has suid he would not return agamn, and-
wwo doubt many more will fullow his exnmple.
But as to giving an expressian of opiniun on
the quahfications of the Councillors, I think
would be better to let lus Excellency try first
whether his selections are good. Why, they
have not yet had an opportunity of expressing
their opinions on any question of moment-—
you don’t know yet who 18 Whig or Radical,.
Tory or Conservative !  Gentlemen of course
have different opimons; and I should suppose
his Exccllency is the best judge of the propes
politicalf seutunents that vught to be chosen—
unless any member here can say: * please
your Excellency, there is a man in this or that
cuuncil with politicol views differing  from
mine ; erge, tarn him oot I But his Excel-
fency has the eption, and because he has cho-
sen according to hir discretion ; we are to be
asked to go to our Sovereign with the fatile
petition— “Pleaso your majesty there is a guar
ter of a churchman in our new councils more
than there ought to be, and therefure your Ma-
jesty’s instructions, through your Secretary
fur the Culunies lmve not been carried out " —
I do not kaow what proposition the hon. gen-
deman is going to bring furward, but I shauld
Lka to have nutice, that it may be the order of
the day when he intends to move it, in order
that we riny be prepared.

Mr Howe~The ).arned gentlemun was
not in the house whea I stated iny views. Mg
H sgain deindod his reasons for determin-
ing, if ho was not fsuspended, to submit an
answer to the despatches, nnd to vhtain the o-
pimon of the house us to the new appoint-
ments,

Hoa Mc Uniacke—Well, I shall mave that
the House is perfectly satisfied , and appre-
cintes the jadgement of his Excellency.

r Howe—Very well-~you can move that
in amendment to my resolution.

Mr McDdugal surd he perceived that his
lordship’s views were that members for the
souncil board should be selected withaut the
least semblance of undue favor to any particu-
tar church.  And after such strong language
ng that, it did appoar, as the hon. gentleman
for Halifax had stated, that, out of ninetces
members, ter belonging to the particular
church was rather more than there ought 1o be.
He bad no resolution on the subject; but he
would say with the hon. gentleman for Halifux
that the subject ought to bu brought before
ther House.  Ouae thing he was certain of was,
that there was not n fair selection from the
castward portion of the province.

Mr Forrester confessed that hie was not alto-
gether satisfied with the selection to the coun-
cils ; hut he was not d'sposed 1o commence
wrangling withihe legisiative council on reli-
gious grounds. He voted for the address, undez
the idea that better selections would be made;
but would not make a coliision between the
branches.

Mr ‘oudge and Mr Holmes-spoke 3 but rot
svfficiently distinet to be clearly understuod in.
the gallery.



