
" iJ let Goand, laleVhsidPen."-JeA:N l'Au
Birds Warn aVessel.

CAPTAIN IIENRIKSEN, of the Nor-
w~ssegians steamier Panan, on reachmssg

iutadlpssua aiter a secent voy age, told
a reporter of a ihiladelphia exchange
tie following remoarkabic story

· We loaded coal at Cape Breton.
oieof tihe wildest aiidnost mihospitablI
spots in Norti Anerica, and on Janu-
ary 24tih weighed anchor and steaied
slowly oat to sea m tha face of weeather
conditions wliich, to say the least, were
alanning. Tiat iight the gale in-
creased in fury until it blewv at the rate
of sixty iles an lour.

" Its direction changed also, to make
matters worse, and blew on shore.
This part of the Atlantic coast lias been
but imuperfectly snrveyed, and almost
as soon as nigit closed in we were in
doubt as to our exact location. Tie
lead was cast for several hours and
varyng deptlsswere recordedi. Toward
eiglit bells we were in seventy fathomns,
with ample room inder the keel, and
as we seesised to be oi tise sioals, tie
speed was increased.

"While mnoving along at an eight-
knot speed on a course west by south-
west, and with the assurance tiat the
land wvas no more to oppose us. the
man on the lookout forward suddenly
heard a confusion of sounds resenbling

tise hummng of milons ni bsees. The
ieadweay of the vessel ssas at onse
checked, and thens the tise reeni a
itself into the voices of birds.

" Iwas ant iiiene voluimte of clrp
mig and rusting of wings, wVhici culid
be ieard distimctly abose the roar at
the storm. Iin te succeedmg ti as
of fear and doubt, the Panan was ai.
iowed to drift, while we sought anxi.
ously .to pierce the intense gleooim ai the
nigit. Then the motion becaie asier
and the anchor was dropped.

"Wien morning broke, an astonish.
ing spectacle greeed us. Scarcely a
quarter of a mile away swas an innsse
towaering rock, which, had the nesseS
struck it, woulid have dasihed her ta
fragments in an instant. Strangertian
all, the vast granite pile was inhabited
by iyriads of white birds, which
reposed on its barren pinnasils .i1d
fluttered about tise lonely apiex. It Oas
their warning cries, resotndig throigh
the night, wisicl bai saved the
steam e."

One of the sailors would have tried a
shot at themî, but the captain would
not penuit it, simply as a matter of
sentiment. He recognized tie birds as
of a species which f-equent ite rock%
Newfoundland leadiasds in great iti-
bers during the winter season.

I DON'T sec the cause of all this awk--
wvardness, " said Grandpa Dubbins,

who had lved i tie country in earlier
years; "the rising genecration seemos to
require more timse and practice to learn
to ridea bicycle than a Chinaman Nould
want to lean to dance a hornpipe."

Johny. But it's liard work, grand-
pa."

"Hanl fiddlesticks! Did you ever
sec anybody break in colts?"

"No. sir."
"Well, I used to go inito te field

wliere thecolts were playitg, catch 'ema,
bridle and ride 'es ! "

"l Was it difficult ? "l
"Vell, 1 siould say it wvas. The)

wvould plunge, kick, bite, rear, and roll
yet you had to stick on. It wvas the
only thing to do! "

" l"r'aps it wasnt as liard as lcarmn
to ride a bike."

" Don't talk to ose, you young jack
anapes! Why, boy, a colt is a lsung.
thinking, reasoning animal; while
your bicycle is an inanimate thing at
best! "

" Did you ever try to ride one, grand
Pa ? "I

"No, indeed. Why should t waste
time on such nonsense? But its just
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Grandpa Learns the Bike.


