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THE J2IAMOND ]3ROOCI.

'" TIJIGflS conte home I Unclo IIugli's Caine
hum ore l'a siouteid the niarry cbjîdren of

Carieton Granigo.
"Mýaster lîigli's came lack, sîf'a anid soai,

(Jod blass hlm!'" repeatedl tlo old 3ervants one ta
iiiîotlier.

Yes, Ilugli tbe lîcra, tle brave, consistent,
Clirîitian suldier, vvbose nalîîeliid becti triîpeted
frontî endi ta enîd of ouîr Qîieen's domains, lied et
last anailed lîimself of a tintîe of facie ta resign
tlie lioîouiable duties lie lad sofiitlifülly fulfillud,

,and tîîjuy a scason af IVolt1-eanicd repîose iu tic
old lîeîîo (iffais clîildhlîad.

A licarty vigelcoie was bis, fraie thse fraternal
grcutiiig of lais oier brotlier-now, as 1 tie soie

reîrsaîîttlv oa thea fond father, wvhocnal)-iug
blessiîigs hll beau iveftedl ta ha on au baidine
basitlt-Iuld-to tlîa rolatives and dejcudaitu %% lia
tliruiigcd the Granige ta pay dite luuir ta lais
coîiiig. 'l'lîre was a banquet ta preside nt, a
b.îil tu orlon, speces to tudke, lliand3 tu. Blaake,
oid fîicîudsbips ta renew, ('resli ecquaintancas ta
bc introduced te, and sucli a wluirl of î.leastirablo
business ta ha gui tîroéigl, lint it w as long citer
likldlîiglut whleti. tIse wCary Iluigli iuttnd luîmself
quiutly seateod an1 ana Bide of til. fire place ini Mrs.
Carltuu's dressing-room, with lais bruthar un tho
otier, and lis brother'sw'ire, a lîretty, piquante,

littie womeîi, nestling on a luw steol nt lier
liusband's kace, aujuyiag tia retation witlî e
loving wvoman's sympathy iu their fraternel
afflectioiî.

"oAnal, iuow," said Fred Carlton, wlien a msuiti-
plicity of -jutestioLs hl been esh-ed and ausvrered,
-,you must telt us if you final us nIl as mach
,bangcd as you esjecctedl."

Il Chiangedi, certeinly," Ilugli replied, witlî an
limuaad glenca et bis isri-lw"but not for
the tcorse."

"MXerci, monsieur," leuiglied Elle, ilbut donr
tbiink tao Weil oi me hocmmie you hava scu me
an my hast behaviaur to-day. If 1 bave tbrowa
tiside the tenc'ng tricks upea wehichi you used ta
lecture me sa gravely, and in a foolish fit of
repentance married Master Fred, dou't imagine
me grown quito a rcformedl charecter like tbe
bllces darne$ in noircis. I aie stit lady peramuat,
and. L:ke my own svey hast."l

Tuie lad that ins thrawn caressiugly aver
lier shaulder administercdl tai ber a little 1îlayfui
shiake. "Doîî't believe it,lIugli, thatouaidread-
fui fnigiu I gave lier, wien 1 tluraatcued ta join

y-onu t Scinîde, worked a lastiiig reforînation.
she's iîîclîiced ta rebel comectîmes, but I always
keep tlîa reins in ry aiva liauds."

Ilugli lnugbcd et bath, and eujoyed tie mar-
fae of marry wvorils betivean Ilicie, ssntil Eda
agitin repeatedl tfIe iaquiry, IlDo yau fial us mucba
clîanged TI

ci My time bas laent short as yct, and îny sauces
alinost besvldercd hy thse successiun of fatces and
ransiîîisaancas presented ta My eyes and cars.
.Nunt Siandfard lias aged machi. Sie is still thse
Jignifled, resulute-lool.iag, quick--temperad lady
of ivlium WC usad ta stand in coma aire as boys;i
but uow site scaies queruions and sligken te a
dzgrie swli*cIs her ae and eiculteî.t hessîth scarcel:-

iw.rratit.e'
"lYou aire riglît," said lus brother, "'site las

aiterad laely."1
aShe bas neyer been harself," mursnurad Eda,

ilsince- land ae aaiag gienca wascxcliangad
by tia liusband and wieé.

IlI wonder yau dlidl net mention it in Tour
lettars" muscd flugIs. IlAnd Laure, too-wilat

aiule Laura 7 sie bas grusvn mondnuusly lus ely,
huit 1 fancîad tiiet lier manoar is bauîglîty aîîd
reservcd. IL is truc thset 1 bave scen but littia af
lier tlîis cvaning,, but she wouid neilliar dance
aur siîîg, and .Aunt S.andfordl, ivhien I appealcd
ta ber, said witIs a fraîru, 'Tlat. it wm as Wail
ôliashutld lnotl %VLat doas tlîis meanas er
liretty favourite offendicd ber ?"

IlLeura is no longer Aunt Saudford's adlopted
deugliter and boirese,," Eda replied reiuctently.
ilShe bas givan ber protectress sonne cause of
offence, withl which noue of us ara acquaiuted i
and Msr. Saxodford bas epenly proclaimed ber
rasalutiua to boave ber notbing more titana asmal
,enniity.",

"1Wlîat a scantlalous piceo f injustice r', ex-
clilmed Uigli indignantly, "iis it Dlot?" for bia

bearers reniainedl edent and lookeui doubtful.
Il'l'on my iword," wns Frcd's roply, Il1 do not

k-noiv what ta say about fi. WVlicn t atteniptedl
to intercede ivith lIrs. Sandt*urd, sho appcarcd
soriously troubled, and solemnly answcred me
tliat it was in Lauras power to mik lierreverse
lier deciàion nt aiiy moment. The foiut wbicli
fins so deeply angered lier, site would flot reveal;
but declarcd Oinat on tlîo lirst expresiion of pCfl-
itence, site would again tako lier adepted child
ta lier bosoin, and love lier as htfute!'

ITiit wis twoo ycars aga," iiîterjected Ba.
"lAid Lauira," askedilHugli. etgerly, "1wbat

does site i:ay ? low docs site bear ibis VI
Fred lqokedl perplexed, and loft bis wifae ta

reply; but aveuis ichhsitated.
goI socrcely lcnow wlet. ta say, dear Hugli.

lîrs Sandford'ii decision, and the muystery whlich
surrounds the iaile affair, lias raised a berrner
betircen Lnra and ail of us. Many. bclicving
lier gliilty of seine crime, evoid lier aitogether;
and otiiers, while tbcy pity, knov flot whiit ta
say or do in such e peculiar case. Ta ibis, par-
iapoa the change in Laura berself is ini a degree
aoviog. Fraie a vivacious, fraiîk, ailbctioitate
girl, site lies breornc a reserved and silent
waman 1 sec'king no synipatliy, anld ming tic
coiifidauts."

ccBut whlicdos site remain with bier aunt?
Sticli a lifo is a martyrodor ta bath."

"Mrs. Sandford's infirmities are te reason of
this" Ed beseaa ta xPlen. No iriitability

or unkindnacss on ber part cen indoce Laura ta
deiegato ta ather bands the duties cf nursing and
waiting upon ber; wvhile eunt, beneath bier anger
-wetherjust or unjust-retcios too much affec-
tion for the young girl vboîm 512e bas sa log
regarded as lier own child ta bo willingto deprivo
hier of ber protection.'

ciBut you bavre flot told me why yenu neyer
mentionadl ibis iwben yon. wrete," repeated llugb
thoughtfuliy.

4I 1 lways icave snob gessiping details toF.d47
said Fred; and te bier tlsay bathi iooked for an
explanation.

ci 1 wili tell you. Some sbort turne afiter these
upleasant circurnatances occurred, ant v~as
stayig lie, and ono dày when 1 was soribbling
you a volume, dear llugb, Leura came into the
mre. Without a thougbt of distressing bier, I
mentionedl ta wham I weas writing. and askcd
wlîat I sbauld say ta you for ber. She horst inte

such a passion of' teurs, and sceed sa disturbid,
tliet 1 doermined nlot ta be the first ta tell ber
aid friand tlset she was in dis--lu trouble,
Imean."1
44 Don't Yen tbink wc bava kept llugb eut cf

bcd long enaughi T' asked Fred, as a sbasiow
stole over tho party. IlCame, my boy, leavo tho
ivorld ta figbit lis awn batles ; yen bave donc
lJosr slueraof theturmoil. Go terestaad forget
it alil'

Buot stili Tlugh iugecd. Il And yen, Eda," ha
askced, holdinîg thse lîand bis sister-in.iaw put
into lais with ber parting salutation," blave yen,
taa, forseken ibis poor Leum? "

tDo you not know ne botter7" and a rproaah-
fui teur glistened on Mms Carl.toùs eyelid. 111
ivould bc ber faitbful fricnd if shte wouid let me.
Fred thiuks lier reservo a spice of womanly
obstinacy; but for my part, 1 belleve it te ba
dictated by a drcad of cmbroilhng any of us with
AuntI-Sandfardi'

tgGood nigit and God blasse yen, dear Edal1
It is quite refresing ta meet witb a wonien whao
la nut afraid ta cspoîîce thse cause of anc Içb o lo
iii trouble." .And thon, coiouriog ut bis own
vLbamence, Hlugli went aivay.

Despite fatigue and bite lieurs, bis soidierly
habits made baim an cariy riser, and bc was in
the gardon visitirig aid noaoksa nd commentiog
upon racant impravements, wbcn lire. Sandford,
leaning upon Laura Virin's an, came Élow1y
down a sunny waIk near the bouse.

Thoe young man hestened toi ber. Situ wss
pleased by the respectful attention ho sbowed

haer, and, cated an a gardon chbair, chattcd checr-
feuliy, Uutl a, gust of told wiMnd aMxed1 her,shl-vt
and draw clascely arouiod ber the sbiawl Laurs
bastenedl ta put on- bei honlc. d ý


