
Perbapa, of ail the instincts, the most lin-
portant is Imitation. As Professer Baldwin

ey,"the man wbo la fit for socil lire
muet be born te learn . The great method
o! ail bis learnîug ia Imitation.''

imagine a ebild incapaible o! Imitation.
Could it ever learn te speak ? A dea f boy
remains dumb, net because b'is organs of
speech are defcetive, bot because he lîcars

notbing te imitate. Wbien hie teaciier ex-
citasl bis capacity te iuitate by placing tue
boy's band on bis tbroat, tue boy' begins te
makle soundls like speech and continues te
improve tili bie can mnake biniseif under-
steod. The biind cannot paint, thougbi tue
muscles ni the baud unaV hoever sesensitive.
In tbe Jungle Book, Kipling pictures tue
effecte o! imitation lu Mlowgli. Iu specul, lu
endurance, in animal wisdoin, lie far exels
other boys, bot how differemut lu otiier
resipects.

The imitative instinct firit appears lu the
jast bal! o! tbe firat year and c,aîtinuiem te
grow lu strength, tbougli differing lu its
object, until the yontm le passing intR ClMan.
Tbrougli it we learn te talk, te write, te
dresa, the greater moralities, a well am the
minor or mannere. "During clîilîdho lite
la Iargely determined by iîeredity and imita-
tion."1 We inherit our environueit ni
custemns, idea", sentimîents, as Weil as Ouîr

dispositions or blams. Thmis enviruiiiimut
we makle our owu Ily imitation. A boy
becoinipsa criminal iargely throngh associa-
tion witb astmai or posible criminals.

Wlîen we speak of a boysm emviroumient,
we mvean mores tlian the liternes anîd sticks
tblat surrouiid bla. TViesle are of triflitig
importance. The envir,umnt tbat he iiii-
tatas in persenal-tlie persons wbeîu lie
knnws in the fleali, lit biograpliy, la fiction.
By turne lie is luis fatiier, bis teaclier, David
slaying GIoliath, Robinson Crusee.

Wh'at eau the Sondaym Selinol do in tlîls
regard? It canet ceuttrel tue boy's lire;
for it bringa 1dm iî,lo a gond env ironijieut
for but one bour iii one liiudreil and mi sity.
eiglit. If tbe boule aiid tjo public amhool
be hostile, it can do littie. It forme sudi. a
amnai part of bis environinent. Stili tiie
teaclier wbo meeta liii clas otaide 0i
seboul arnd wbn makes mocb, o! bis tiine in

sclîool, may do momnetbing. He et pie-
sent in etory as weIl as in person examples,
not only worily of the clîild'a imitation,
bat capable of attracting bis iuterest.
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TIIE PROBLEM 0F THE OLIIER BOYS

The problemn of the older boys in alwaYs
wjtli us, and ais the extrenie importance of the
p.rioid of adolescence in becoîning better un-
dermtoed, la ,oloreand more eagerly diseussed.
The two brie! piliers tnit follow, and whicbi
were sent et the militest of the editor, gýve,
ech frontî ils own standpncint, vaiable aîîd
practical suggestions on titis living question:

110W 'ru MARE THE LasoRüa Boys; Frvu, AT
lliIuc Vi THE SACS L!icio
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One din not teach a clas of larger boys
very long wjtlut discovering that the 'eork
lias djlbiculties peculiar te i4elf.

Tiiere ln bowever lin magie secret of sue-
cess. Tue restilt will aiways bc in propor-
tion te the tine and pains expended. If Von
kiuow of a clas of vouing men tlat la steadily
dwindling, von May, as a ride, safely con-

clude Quiat the teacher, tlîrougbi semno reason
or otîjer, ls nuit givilig elnougll tlme and
thloglit and planning tuilhe work. On the
eh lier biaud, if the class be large aud growlng
anmd entlusinstic, it la simuiplv becanse tue
teacmer thinks it worth, wlîile to work for
restls. Juat as the fariner wlmo worloi witb
mtiinv anîd difficoît sol muest rlme eariv and
work late and tou earmîestlv tlîrougb ai the
do vy if lie auis te gît a fair crop, so the
leacber of tbe larger boys mueat h.. willing te
spend anîd bc aPent.

Thmis ln time firait and cbiefest tlming te re-
ineniber. WVitli a chien of yeuniger chlldren
tbe truti, o! tîmis statenient may not be 50

apparent. Tlmey wilI likely coule every Sab-
batL, juat becase they are sent; bot tue
largvr boys, wlmo bave the ordering of tîmeir
own ways pretty mncb in tueur own bands,
are lield and helpcd only bytbe teacher wbo
ja williîîg te give of bis beat.

It miuet also bo remnbered tbat young
xuîanlood la a period of lntllectual awaken-
ing. The small boy wilosat intlbeelass and
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