
iu despair, hoe sees a light shining somo dis-
tance away, and bostonls lu its direction. The
door stands wido oppn and beautiful angels
meet imii with weicomces ai joy. It le the
bouse of 'Mercy aud hoe la taken ln and finde
refuge from. the storm and la hospitably
entertained.

«"Noue af us evor fliid refuge at any
door savo at the doar oi Mercy. But bore
the vilest sinner can find eternai bhelter;
and noV more cold shoelter only, for God's
>nerey is tender. We fiee for refuge and we
find it. .§trong walls shut out ail pursuing
eone ies .nd caver us frain aIl stormas. Thon,
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/nIil2WNNING may ho taken as the tapie.
oBgn with a conversation about winuers

-those who aim. for and obtain the really
great things ai 111e, and some, of the qualities
by wbich such winners are marked.

We bave lu the case ai Bartimoeus
1. Fliith asZing, vs. 46, 47. How the bliud

man came to know about Jesus wo eau only
conjecture. Ho liad evidently beard enough
ai Mlin ta rouse expectation ai a cure; the
Spirit ai God, without whom there can
ho no faith, bad led hlm. ta believe that the
nierciful miracle-worker could and would
help him. And so, iu faith, ho cries out for
meroy. Here is faith in its beginninge.
His cry la like the cry afi achild who le oniy
learning ta speak. But beginnînga are flot
ta ho despised. It is first the hiade, th<mn
the ear, aiter that the full corn in the ear.
The main thing le that faitb be r'ot allowed
ta d.io for want ai exorcise.

2. Faithpersevering, v. 48. Tho very fact
ai bis having put his faith in exorcise makes
it stronger. And, moreover, tine opposition
it encountered added ta, its strengtb. It le
oi the very nature ai true faith ta flourish on
opposition, as the roots of atree are strength-
oued by the strang winds. Mark, toa, that
iV, le anly a faith that perseveres that wins
its point. (God has Hi awn rossons for not
always granting aur prayers just at once.
(Luke 18: 1-S.)

S. .Faith-Çlriumphing, vs. 49-52. IV la au
invariable raie that the prayer ai sincenity

as we begin ta rejoico in our security, we
icarn tliat we are in a sweet home, and iiat
morely in a place, of shelter. 0ur refuge is
in the vcry hecart af God ; and no mother's
besomn was ever so warin a uiest for lier child
as la the divine mercy for ail wha fixid icingo
in it."l-Miler.

«"I say ta triee, do thou ropeat
To the first man thau mayest meet
In lane, highway, or open street,
That we and ail men move
Undor a canapy ai lave
As braad as hoaven abave."
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sud trustisanswered. (Matt. 7: 7,8; 21:22.)
Thiis man's faiLli, tbough sarely tried by
Jesus' apparent indifférence and the rude
treatmnent of the crawd (v. 48), has speedy
reward; Jesus places His almighty power
at the poor blind man's call (v. 61). Note
haw quickly bis faith bas grawn, as evi-
denced by his prompt, direct request (v. 51) ;
and note, taa, how simply, and graeiausly,
and abundantly it is rewarded, (v. 52.)>
Faith has won. It triumphs, taa, in the

nins at once leaving honar, finonds and
wbat littie camfp Il have had,,.apdj'
follawing Jesti,/AA I4-~/~/Y

Questions for yM*~6 .7 h te
was Jesus going? Whiat river crossed?
WMat city reached? Who went wvith hlim?I
Whoim did they meet? In what condition?
WVýhat did Bartimoeus hear? Haw did lio
address Jesus? Fior what did he ask?

48. Who rebuked hlm? Wby? How
had the people spoken af Christ? How is
mercy described ? (Ps. 86 : 5 ; 145 - 9 ; 1
Pet. 1: 3.)

49. What command given by Jesus?
What do the crowd naw say? What bad
oaused the change in the multitude? 0f
wbat ià Cbnist's cail always full? To what
ia it a cal?

50. llow was the command obeyed? What
promnise made ta those who came? (Luke
11: 9.)

51. What question asked by Jesus?
W.hvt one blessing desired? What madeo
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