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OTTAWA LUMBER TRADE.

The following, from a letter of tho correspon-
dent of the London T¥mes who accompanied the
British Associstion to Cannda, shows how the
Ottaws lumber manufactures are viowed by
» strangor :—¢ Without touching on tho appli-
cations in this way to their waterworks, it will
bo interesting to allude to the enormous lumber
trade of Ottawa. Ono of the most interesting
excursions of the association was to the capital
of the Dominion, and an inspection of these
works wag s surprise to most of the members.
From the heights of the Parliament House,
hundreds of acres around the Chaudicre Falls
are covered with vast stacks of lumber, which
had been carried from the interior by the river.
At tho time of our visit 25 large barges were
beingloaded, Nothing but water power is used,
and this 38 cmployed to the extent of several
thousand horse power by means of turbines.
Tho logs are drifted up to a sloping side along
which an endless chain with hooks attached is
continually running, Thus they are dragged
up o the floor of the saw mill. They are then
woved by water power to position snd sawn by
so-andfro saws of from six to twenty in a
machine, into planks, The waste sides of these
planks are cut off in a separato machine. The
onds are cut off and sent to the match factory.

B The wasto sides aro passed to another room to
! be sliced into laths for building, and thus every
' available picce of wood to tho smallest sizais
used up, and only chips are thrown away. Tho
emall number of workmen cmployed on so huge
a mass of material, which passes through tho
mill from the etate of logs 3 £t. in dinmeter to
the stato of mathes and laths, was s mstter of
astonishment to our most distinguished cn.
gineors,” -

THE TIMBER ON MANITOULIN 1d-
LAND.

A correspondent of the Toronto Glode has
wado athorough tour of Manitoulin island, in
the northern portion of ake Huron, and was
much impressed by its extent—90 miles long
and 25 miles wido on & averago—its baye, lakes,
tivers of purc water, its rich agricultural lauds,
stock and dairying capabilities, healthy climato,
and, capecislly, its timber. In referenco to the
lattor he says:

“The timber on Manitoulin island is perhaps
somowhat better than that of Aluskoka or
Parry sound. The trees ars much the samo size
a3 in theso districts. Unfortunately firo has
tayaged the foresta and destroyed much valuablo
timber; and this, togcther with tho great
Quantitics which have been takon away, render
it much loss abundant than it was a fow yeass
8o, Still therois a good deal of valuable time
ber romalning, and many saw, shingle and lath
mills do flonrishing Lusiness in redocing it to
form$ adaptod to tho uso of mwankind. Pine,
cadar, Epruce, rusple, black birch, yellow birch,

white birch, white poplar, rough bark poplar
and whitowood are to bo found in considerable
quantities, while white oak, hemlotk, balsam,
tamarac and basswood, though not so plentiful,
aro by no means scarce.  Saw mills are situated
at tho following places, snd many of them are
doing a large business, whilo the remainder are
doing very well : Michaol’s bay, on south shoro
of island, large mill, driven by watsrpower;
township of Sansfield, McDonald’s mill, dnven
by water powor; Providence bay, on south
shore, water power; Manitowaning, on tho
north shoro of tho ialand, .team power; She
quiandah, on the north shore, water power;
Littlo Current, stcam power ; Kogawong, on
north shoro, water power ; Goro bay, on north
shore, two steam mills; township of Burpee,
near south shore, steam power ; Meldrum bsy,
western portion of island, steam power. In
connection with most of thess mills will be
found lath and shingle mills, while Gore bay
boasts of a separatoshinglomill. The Manitou,
Mindemoza, Black and Xagawong rivers afford
excellent water power to drivothe saw and gnits
mills to bo found on their banks. Tho timber
on Manitoulin is a great boon to tho sottlers; it
renders building and fencing an casy task; the
hardwood furnishes fuel; the pino gives vhe
settler o fairrevenue ; the cedar affords employ-
ment to tho industrious in getting it out for
railway des, telograph poles, and preparing it to
be cyt into block for paving purposes ; and the
firowood yields quito an income to tho settler,
who lives near onough to a steambost landing to
profitably dispose of his wood to the stcamers
which aro constantly ealling there. It will be
seen that tho sottler who casts his lot in this
part of our provinco has many ways of carning
alivelihood. If his crops fail ho may turn to
tho many sources of cmployment to keop him-
self ond his fawmily, if he has ono—from suffer-
ing and from hunger, and at any time, when
his fazn will permit, ho moy direct his attontion
to those differcnt ways of bringing *grist to the
common mill,’and byindustry and perserverance
sco his cfforts rowarded by sucocss, in a nice
farm with good crops and tho many comforts of
home surrounding him, The last foll tho steamep
Silver Spray ran up to Mnaitoulin island, a
married man with a family worked on tho
steamer for his passago to Mud bay. Here ho
obtained work at tho saw mill, and kopt his wifo
and family during the winter. Hoelocated on a
lot, and baing industrions, he improved his
position day by day, until at prosent hois tho
owner of a fine farm back of Gorobay. This
is only qno instanco—I might mention many.”

THE OITY OF WO0O0D,

Ottawa might bo appropriately called tho
“ City of Wood.” Higtistacksof planks cover

scros of ground, barges full to tho brim with:

Tumber lie in tho harbor, tho very airis fragrant

with tho aroms of the pine, whilst above the

Falls the river is crowded with floating logs,
goon to becomo planks and laths. Therois a
rapid transformation of the rough round log
0to the emooth straight plank. At one moment
& pine treo’s trunk is skillfully hookad by a man
who dances about in the eddying water and
never tumbles in; the next it ia caught by the
sharp teeth of an ondless chain and drawn up
into the mill, passing under tho upright frame
in which aro fixed tho saws, ten or twenty in
number, according to tho size of the log. Now
the transformation is complete; at tho other
end eager hands carry away the pine log, now
perhaps in a dozen long planks. And so this
goes on from May to November, and 200,000
feot of lumber are sawn into planks in one day
in one mill in Ottawa.—ZLondon Ecko.

THE MINNEAPOLIS MILLS.

A special despatch from Minneapolis, Minn.,
to the Chicago Z'ridune, dated Oct. 16th, says:

“ A roviow mado to-day of tho acason’s work
by the Minneapolissaw mills shows tho heaviest
waber cut ever known for tho corresponding
tims, although the total for the season will not
vary much from that of 1822, as the mills will
shut down earlier. The total cut of tho mills at
present s fully 2,000,000 feet per day, and this
will be mamtained until the ills shut dewn.
Tho total cut for the season will bo about 315,-
000,000 foet. The mills will shv’ down about
November 1, which is fully two weeks earlier
than usual. Therv will thea bo about $0,000,-
000 foct to be carried over in the boom and
about 45,000,000 fect 1n tho upper Mismssippi
and 1ts tnbutanes, or 125,000,000 feet in all, a
much larger amount than was carried over last
yoar. Tho log cut in tho woods next winter
will not be as largo ns last year. Estimates
mado by good authorities placo 1t from 50 to 60
per cent, of what it was last yoar, with 60 as an
outsido figuro. Thoso firms which do their own
cutting wiil not zend in as many men as usual
on accennt of the large amount of logs each will
carry over, and it has been domonstrated that
somotimes logs aro not good ptroperty. This
was the casc with Wilson & Gillespie, who got
$1.23 per thousand, or about enough to pay tho
cost of putting them in, they losing tho stum.
page. Tho number of 1,000,000 and 2,000,000
operators will also bo largely decreased, as tho
disastrous results of last winter’s operations
have floored them financially, and as to borrow
money on tho prospectivo success of a winter's
logging business is just now a work in which
banks are not engnged to any remarkable ex-
tent.  Still thero are many firms which at such
timos ussumo that, as the others aro not cutting
hogvily, there will probably bo a scarcity, and
thoy will thereforo cut an oxtra amount.  Itis
not likely, howover, that the cut will excoed
209,000,000, .

Tho drives have beon unusually succossful
during tho season. Tho water bas beon low at

times, but tho averago has boon very geod.
Moro lumber has boon shipped out of Minneap-
ohs this year than over beforo, but that is not
saying that the year has been most successful to
the dealors. A good demand for lumber is
coming from Iowa, and the minjority of the
shipmonts from this city are going thore, but o
number of the dealers stato that thoy cannot
send tho stuff thore at presont prices, and necor-
dingly thoy havo withdrawn. Dakota, howuver,
is recoiving attention, and a good trado is being
built up in that territory. A printed list is stil}
sent out by tho lumbermen, but thoy do not
pretend to adhero to it, and thero is more cut--
ting thar over bofore. Discounts from 2to G
per cent. are made, and in some cases aven more
than that. Stocks are badly broken, particu-
larly in dim~nsion and pine lumber, and tho
different dealors aro buying from oach other as
much as they ever did.”

A MAINE OPERATION.

Tho Milling and Irdustrial Journal, of Ban-
gor, Mo., says that up in the northern wilder-
ness of that state, near Mount Katahdin, 18 a
wild little stream, called the VWasmtiquoik,
which runs through a rocky valloy, surrounded
by rich timbered country. Tho timber has hero-
tofore been almost inaccessible on account of the
difficulty of driving the stream, but now prepar-
ations are being made for a largo operation in
that region. F. H. Todd & Sons, of Calais, and
others, own tracts of spruce and pinomn town.
ship 4, range 9, and have cntered 1nto contract
with Tracy & Love, of St. Stephens, N, B,, for
hauling and driving into boom at Oldtown, on
the Penobscot, 15,000,000 fect of logs tlus
season, and 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 cach of tho
next successivoe five seasons, the wholo contract
involving a cut of 40,000,000 fcet of pino and
spruco loge. Tho contractors now havoe 80 moen
ot work on tho stream, building dnins and
clearing tho stream for driving.  About §90,000
will be oxponded in lnbor and supplics the com-
ing winter. During tho active logging season a
forco of 400 men and 100 horses will bo om-
ployed.

Tho Lumbaer Trade.

A despatch from Ottawa dated Oct. 12, says;
Tho lumbor mills hero will hkely clese down
about tho end of the month. One of tho prom-
inent lumbermen horo states that for upper
grade Jumber tho prico is about tho sameo as that
of last yoar. Tho lower grades have fallen
slightly, sud lumbermen have been obliged to
make so1m0 concessions to buyers in this respect,
Tho trade in the Western Statos was very dall
all summor. In eomo particulars it was a fail.
ure, aud it is only a wonder that things havo
been so0 lively hero,  Lumbermen aro not eend-
ing so mauny men to tho shautics this winter,
and tho number of logs turned out will not bo

0 long as duzing tho past few yoars,




