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FRIENDS.

OME people have a perfect mania for confidences ; a friend
is not worth having who is nut full of secrets and difii
culties; I am inclined {o think they are for the most part
void of fecling, and might seck the same excitement more
harmlessly in a sensation novel.  They are not the daar unvb-
trusive friends we trust, who guess half our trials before we
tell them, and when told hide them in their hearts.  Those
are the true friends, the quict, silunt, watchful oncs ; when
you find one of them, thank God.

But while wo requirc and accord a certnin decent 1eserve
in friendship, it wonld be a great mistake to conceal our
faults or opinicns fiom those whore Jove we covet, Lven if
the attempt were successful, which it can seldom be, the
object of admiration wounld be an ideal personage, and not
ourselves, Nor is troc friendship compatible with constant
deference to the opinion of others; this may be hero-worship
—lovable and tencking to leck wpun, but not fricndship,
though it is often mistaken for it.  Friendship sces faults
and corrects them, sometimes cven loves them, guesses
sorrows and sovthes them, seesseeret joy and shavesit, And
pray, why is your friend not {o disagree with you? Do what
you will, and scme people try very hard, he is himself, not
you; an inscratable being Lo your eyes and you to his ; when
you find points of union cultivate them, do noé try to make
them where they do not exiet.

This sellish view makes some people so jealeus of their
fiiends as to wish to appropriate them entirely to their own
use, and impatient of their having other friends; whick is as
much a8 to say they consider their own atigactions go gicat as
to cast all otheis into the shade, or so smail as to dread any
competition. But, in the lowest peint of view, it is surely
more flattering to have the regard of one who has many
friends, than of a solitary being who clings to us mercly
because there is no one else {o lean upon,  When we say that
we prefer having a friend all to owrselves, we just mean that
we dare net trust the friend to gange us with others.  In this
case, and this alone, I would rather be one amongst many 3
for to have many friends implics an mmount of merey and
consideration from which I could well hicar repreof when it
canme, as it inevitably must betwcen friends.

Two words sum up all Thave to say on the subject— mercy
and consideration.  To remember that our fiiends ave
human, and kave tiials and vexaticns of their own, some of
which we knew aud Ly to alleviate ; some maore litter, which
we connot kuow ;3 have doubts and fears, dark days and
bright, irrespective of us; neither forcing v sympathy on
them, nor demanding theirs by force 3 not grudging {o others
what we prefessto value and esteemr so much = above i, to
show merey to fanlts, however incomprehensible to us whoe
have not exuctly the same temiptations, and respect religicasly
those Jaik scasens (for every soni has its own troubles, and
every heart keowetlh its own bitterness), 38 the science of
friendship—a thivg mere hard Lo attain to than is supprsed.
i}}!::m»_\' are these Who can find such friends and can treat them

s,

SPENT & few days on a stemnloat joushey lask spring,
dird in the evenings the passeagers woulld gather it the
cabiiig, mid each contrbuting sumething.to the general enter-
taindient, we bad very plaisant tines.  Giie joung man gave
adecitatien, nob imuch of o picee, perbaps; e of the oli-
tinte sehool-buy declunationns, and i the midst of it he forgot
how it weitt, got confused, and lirdkie down, {eeling inmensely
mmartilicd.  Dut one of the ladies sitting near him spoke:
“Thank you for that picee. 1L was paitiondarly pleasant to
nie to Ve reitinded of it, for 1 used fo hear ib years ago, and
it brings io mind these pleasant old times when 1 wenl to
schwol in the coubiy.  But T have not hemd i, nor thonght
ofit, f¥ along thme.” The wmaw’s cibarassment was half
1aken away by such thovghifal ackiowJedgment that hehad
giveh pleastive by bis altempt, and tho Jady proved hérsell a
“réallady.”  But, wiforttiualely, wnine oub of {en would not
have thought to say anything of the kind.

A Jady siid to e, ©“1 hate to carry ronnd a subseription-
paper and go begging, but when I do go, thereis just one man

Llike to go to. Mr. A—— always thanks me for coming,
just as though Thad done him a favour by giving him a
chanee 1o subseribe.  Sometimes he says he can’t give me
anything, but he always thanks me for coming.” How casy
for Mr. A— 1o do so ; yet, in one puint at least, it makes him
tegarded as the most agrecable persen whom she knows,

The impressions left by these little things last so long, teo.
I remember well how an old genileman, a stranger to e,
gavo me a luscions-luching pear vne day, when 1 was an
crrand-buy in Bestun. 1 was waiting in one of the banks, and
he slipped it thiough the wire-grating o me without saying
aword,  Why, that little thing has Leen a pleasure to mo
every time I have thought of it, all these years.—ZEuchange.

A SOLDIER'S COVENANT.

[Tle followieg exbiact from o soldiet’s dimy,” written
while on vhe mardh o India, is warthy of attantion and
emulation.]

A’l‘ a conferenes of the pions soldiers of the various regi-
ments at Peshawnr, en the 20th June, 1860, we made
the following solemm Covenant with God and each other :—

1. Resolved that, gecing our own poverty snd leanness, hy
the giace of God we will shiive to revive the work of God in
our own souls, by lifting up our hearts in sceret prayer to
Almighty God 2t twdve o'ddeek noen,

1. That we will use every means in our power to promote
a revival of pure and undetiled religion in the heargs of our
companions, who are yet in the gall of Litterness aml in the
boud of miguity, and urge upon them to {lee framn the wrath
to come, and resolve to do nething without first asking God’s
blessing upon it

1L That Wednesday cvening shall be set apart for
special prayer for the oulvouring of the Holy Spirit upon
our army, and cspecially that portion of it now stationed at
Peshawur,

IV, That all the brethien shall attend every meeting (when
duiy does nob interfere) cenvened for Divine worship, whether
in the Church, Frecmason’s Hall, or Soldiers’ Chajel, to en-
courage the hands of those who are Iabouring among us, both
by our presence and prayers, and to cheer each other on our
pilgrimage to Zion.

V. That, knowing that we cannot reasonably hope to
obtain those special blessings without special effort, we resolve
by God’s grace ta conseerate ourselves, our souls, our bodics,
our «'l, to Him who gave IHimself for us; and as prayer is
the sonl of religion, we wili, as Gad euables us, be often in
secret conmumon with UQod, 1emembiering that itisbold, holy,
unportunate prayer which moves the hand that moves the
world, and as it were wrings from God those blessings of His
Haly Spirit, which alone can impart and waintain the spiri-
tual Jife of the zoul.

VI. That we be nel nemindiul of His past mercics, but
vender unto dHim var hearticlt thanks for the many tokens of
His favour, and the rich blessings we have reccived ag His
hauds, dceeply Inmenting and mourning over our sivs and un-
faithiuluess, but for which we should doubtless have been
blessed wore abundautiy. We wiil therefore humble our-
selves in the very dust of seléabasement before Him, asking
$iim to wash us frem all our sins in s precious bloud; and
praymy for grace to enable us to serve i mare faithinlly
m the latare. These mercies, with every unspeakalile favour,
we ask in the name and for the sahe of Jesus Cluist «ur
Lutd, to whom he honour aud glory fer ever aud ever, weild
witheut end.  Amen,

Sizned on behalf of the Clnistian soldiers of Paeshawur,
this 20th day of June, in dhe yeur of onr Tard 1860.

Ao LAVERACE,
Colvur-Seogeant, H.M.'s 95th Regiment.
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With the prayer, ¢* Lead me not into temptation” on your
lip, choose for the right and God, though the choice make you
confront a solid rock. God shall render it accessible, and
cover i with brighter greenuness, and make it more radiant
with flowers,

~ 10} Methedist Soldier in the Indian Army.” Tondon : Longley.



