60 "hic Canavian Presvaterin Aagasine.

acemed to be making similar prezress among the Preshyterians of fre-
He reported to-his frionds in that

Jand, as it was mahing in Seotland,
country, the determined stand which had been made in-the General As-
sembly in Seotland, and the Seecssion which had-in conrcquence taken
p!:we.. P'he reanlt of their interesur<e, amd of his-commmunications, was
an-agreement on the part of the Irizh, immedately-to apply-to the Ase
euciaio Preshytery or Syaod, to come over and help them, -Ju was by
this apparentiy. formitous ecenrrence, fromthix small and precions seed
borne by-the winls, that the Soeesien in-Irckand ~praonsgup, and branch-
el out to thr manitade itat lemeh aequired.

‘I'he application from the <wger ishwd was fvourably reecived by the
Synod at its first meeting, A deputation was appainted-to-vizit-reland,
and next year, Mr.-Isaae Paton, one of thuse sent out, having been regu-

Jarly catled by the Seeelers in and azomnd Temple Patrick, was ordained

-amony them as their-pastor.

On this and other mnizers —on cevery question affceting -the interests
of evangelical trath, and the spread of the everlasting gospel—there was
the utmost cordiality and zeal in the Associate Synod.

But the subject of the Burgess-oath contraversy, which was also now
introduced, although apparently of infertor importance, was that which
beeame the most engrossing question and led on 1o the most-serions re-
salts, God scems to hive had o ccutroversy -with. the -carly Sceession
‘Chureh, by permitting strife and divison_ameng-them.  There is reason
to fear that pride was lurking intho hearis of somo of the ministers, in
consequencs of the great:prosperity which had attended theirmovements,
and that they. were not saflicieatly-mindinl that it was God.who had led
them -on, and crowned_their- efforts with so -much-sueeesz. At the
wary fist.mecting of their Synoed; the question of the Jawfilness of their
members swearing the religious elause of someBurgess oaths, was intfo-
duced, although its consideration was delayed; and' many meciings
which followed during this year, and the-two following, were oc-
cupicd onthis subject of controversy. But we enter not at- presant on
the matter amd merits of this ominous and evemtul digpute, in-which-the
angry passions of nany good men, were allowed 1o give vent, and in
which difforenee of sentiment_produced alicnation mud-hostility, and
length led on to the unhappy division of the Asseciaie Synod, into two
antagonistic and rival denominntions.

We conelude this communization by presenting a list of the ministers
who constituted-the-Associnte Synod, when first formed, under the Pres-
byteries in which they were elassed,

Dreshytery of Dunfermline.

Measra. Ravra Enssir, Dunfermiing.
Axoreve Arnor, Dunichen,
Jades Puonsss, Bernustand.
Asexaxeen Moxensurr, Aberacthy.
Taroxas Matz, Orwell,
Winnias Cavrensny, Ceres.
Gensn Brows, Perth,
Jony-Ernsking, Leslie.

Tha following places were vacait in the boumds - of this Preshytery,
Kirkaldy, Rinkell, Muckhari, Kinelavin, Dandee, Montrose, Ross, Mur-
ray aud Buchan.

Presbytery of Glusgaie,
Mesers. Ensvener Brssir, Surding.
Jases Fisticn, Glazgow,
Davio Sxvrox, Rilmaars,
Joax Cruraxs, Buifron,
Davip Hogy, Cambueenethan.
Hewry Brsgisr, Fallick,
Joux-McCary, Kilbarchan,
Aspagw Brack, Cambernautd,

Tae-vacancies in -this Preshytery wero Meams, Kiibride, Sangahar,
Orr, with the congregations forming in Treland.
Prestytery of Edinbargh.
Meswrs. Jaxes Marz, Linton,
WirLax _Herroy, Siow.
Avax Gis, Ediaburgh.
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Axprew-Crangsoy, Linlithgow.
Parnier Marrunw, Midholn.
Jamus Scor, Gateshaw,
Joux Wuvrs, Dunse,
Gronas Muneay, Aupandale,
Rorrrr Arcmnany, Haddington.
Tiosas SomurnvinLe, Neweastle.
The vacancies-in this Presbytery were, -Daikeith, -Stitehel, Jedburgh,
and London.
These Miniders, with n Ruling Blder from each-of their Sessions,
Aformecd-the Associnte Synod, when it first met- at Stiding, in 17.45,
Z'a be_continued.
ON THE CREATION AND FIRST STATE OF MAN.

———

BY THE RLV. ANDREW XuNNCDY.

EBxecesdingly interesting and valuable is the information which the
first pages of the inspired volume give us respeeting -the creation-of this
carth, aud yon bright-and glowingsun, nad the fiir moon, queen of night,
and the shinfug stars which, alony with her, light vp go brilliantly e
magnificent-nanre-vault of he heavens,  But much more interesting and
valuable still, is the information whieh these divine pages, the-only gen-
uine ancient-history-of our world’s beginning, afford us concerning the
creation of man.  For this felates to ourselves—this belongs to ourown
nature—this solves tlint question-which all inust have-felt-strongly rising
within-them, ns-soon as they -hegan-to-think properly, “ whence and
what-are wel” or rather, “ what were -we?” for we are not what wo
were at fist. -t §s a question which He only-who formed man could ex-
plain, sinee none ut-He who nude ‘him-could tellhow. Now in Gen.
chap. i. 26, 27, and chap. ii.-ver. 7,18, 21,22, 23, 24, we have.a simple
autt elear statement from our-great Creator, -himself, in reference-to our
connon nature at its first formation—a statement, the worth of which
will-appesrsuflicicntly. enhanced 1o all who have any acquaintanee with
the absurd and weak theorics which have been entertained by those des-
“titnte-of the Seriptares abott the human origin, but which, it would be a
waste-of time here torepeat. Much rather let us direct the atiention
of thoge who may -read this-article, to the divinely-inspired account-oft
the beginning of our-race. in the single pair whom Jehovah made in. all
the matarity of perfeet humanity.

Before entering fairly into that great subject, there are two -circum-
stances connected with the Seripture account of man's ereation, which
deserve to be particnlarly noticed, and aro fitted to give us high idcas
of what-he was originally.

The fiest ciretmstance relates to the time when man was made. He
was net made tifl towards the close of the #ix-days-which Divine wis-
dem thowht proper 1o ctploy in creating—when the earth had been-re-
dueed to consistence, stability, onder, and-eovered with verduie, flowers,
and-treey, and-rejilenished with the heads of the animal-tribes that were
to overspread ity and the sea had Leen breught to know its hounds, and
_supplied- also -with -its living occupants; and-the air- filled with its
feathered and musical inhabitants, and-the sun had been set to rule the
day, by his glorious berus, shedding light, warmth, and genial-nourish-
mentto all things 3 and the wmoon had come forth to rule the night, with
her silver effulgence, and - the siars, to sparkle in the sky, like so many
lamps of heavenly flame @ thus all things were completely and magnifi-
-cently prepared for the appearance of- man in the world.  And did not
this show.that he was the chief of the works of Ged—thie crowning pro-
-duetion on earth of the Ahnighiy Creator—and that all otherthings which
had beenmade were intended to e subsenient to his comforts, felicity,
and digtinction ; not-to feed-prisie and vain-glory -in-him, but-totill his
heart with gratitude and adoring joy ! Yes, it is cvident from the order

-of the Divine procedure; that God regarded -maa, the Iast, 10 be the best
of all his works here below, and wished -to show him this by the condi-
tion in which he was made -to exist, surrounded, as he found himsclf
1o be, with cvery thing 1o accommadate-and please and obey him.  His
wracious and bounteous Maker.introduced-him into afinished and well-
fitsed up abode, supplied with every neecseary and enjoyment, thus man-
ifeating the important and favoured place which he oceupied in the scale
of terrentrial beings, -

A-sccond circumsiance,-still more indieating -the dignity- and- excel-
lence of man origiually; was, the solemn deliteration with-which he was
made.  ‘FThe Deity i represented as engaging in high and planning een-
saltation on the selject, At this point the narrative remarkably altere,
Instend of describing the great Creator -ag saying,-as in the case of his

othe & * Iet-an be,” itthus speaks: * And God =aid, Jet.ua makeo
men-in our image, niter our fikenesy)” &e., ver 86, With what peculiar
imporiance, then; did Jchovali-invest -the human cercation ;-and how did
e thue deelare that-man was “quite #upetior- to, and gloriously distin-
roished from, every thing-¢lee which had been mado to exist in the
world!  Not-that. weare 1o suppore that a-Divine council was actually

-held on the occasion, any more than that God really apeke words, or did

|- aught-but ximply_exercise his-omnipotent will when he gave exisence to

-man and cverything. Ne.



