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The cause why the Disciples are so particular in deeiding what is
inatter of opinion and what is inatter of faith wiil now bc seen. Tliere
cai Lie union upon truth-upon the te6tiniony cf God-upon the great
basis of the Gospel of J.esus Christ; but upon opinion there cai lie
no ouness. Whien opinion is allowed to have weighit, or when the
authority of opinion is cotifounidcd withi the authority of Gods word,
union is impossible-just as impossible as for two great mouintaits to
fill the saine space and place at the saîie turne: for one nman's opinion
,will be against that cf another, and both ivill judgre thcir opinions are
-valuaible, and if they rcly upon thein, thcir reliitxîcc will kccep thern
separate and at variance For this rea' on, if for no other, no man or
number of mnen should put any dependence on opiinionis, nor niake nor
offer thcm as the grounldwork cf Clhristian brotherhood.

There is a misunderstariding, a very qerious iiisunderstandn,,
on this inost interesting topie of Christian union. The idea i8 enter-
tained that professors are to work themselves inito an extra charitable
mood, and tileul by mueli wisc counsel, great forbearance, and a vcryi
full degree cf the spirit of comproniise,' they must concoet and perfect
a sceme cf union, wvhereby ail Christian men will cali one another
brcthren. This is the wildcst thoughit in christendoin. No man will
ever sce such a consunanination. Lt is a mere faney, a pieture to look iý

at, a theory wholly out cf the bounds cf things practical. Union is
cf God. The spirit cf union is cf God. The principles cf union are
cf God. The power, nature, and object ci' union are ail cf God. It
is divine frein first te last, and ail between; and mian's part is hiurnbly
te accpt, not devise; te follow the leadings cf inspiration., and neither
give ner receive Iauinan counsel. Wlicn the power cf opinion is broken,
and th e power vf truthi is fully known and appreciated, we ýill neyer
sec a well-inc-aning but inisguided nian or body cf men attempting tetf-aine sonievhing, by which tlie Savieur's cleet shall be united.

Cati the reader, thcn, just here, sec the position the Disciples main-
tain? Are wc understood? We intend every candid mani to perceive:

lst, That wc are heartily and detcrminedly epposcd to division,
and consequently most desirous cf union.

2nd, That wc aima net at anion cf opinion, but union cf faith, the
first being as wc consider impracticable, the zecond exemplificd ~

Ithe churcli primitivd.-y.j rd, That ne man bas a riglit to question another's opinions-an
.opinion being a incre lias or fancy, and neither good nor cvii in itself

i .Jn8idered ; but that every professer i (,bli,,ated tu try his faith vith
ite unerring and uneita tidr-osbesdWord, and tç


