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xiv. 3. The citizens of Iconiurn were at length divided; '-part hield
with the Jcws, and part wv ',lie apostlesl"-wliich statc of things

aiy evinces that inuell labou. had been bestowed in that place. An
ill-hred Jcwisli inob broke up thieir effforts, and they mnade their escape
and carne to Lystra, a ir.ng way soutli and cast of Iconiurl, and thon
to Dcrbe, in the province of Lycaonia, ivcst of the province of Cap-
padocia. The people in those sections alinost if not altogether regard-
ed Paul and Barnabas as divinities, and thecy had to ho restrained
froini offering sacrifice to tliein.

Frorn the city of Derbe thiey turn to, retrace thieir steps, takzing
the saine route thcy had corne, re-visiting Lystra, Iconiuni, Antiocbi
&e., Cieonfirrning the souls of the disciples, adehrigtent

continue in the faith."1 Baek they go throughi the province of Pisîdia,
returui to Parnphylia province, preacli again in Perga, inak-c thecir way
to the city of Attalia, at wichl point thcy takie ship and procced to
Antiocli in Syria, thecir religious home. Thus they accolnpislicd" a
preaehing tour" of soine elevcil or twelvQ hundrcd miles, oceupying,
douhtless froin a ycar and a hiaif to tlîree ycatrs. Ulow mnlucli thcy
wore to receive per inonîl and w'ho guarantecd paymdent, Lulie
saycth not ! But this only by the way.

Now it is an instructive fact tlîat aiiiong ail flhc churclies planteti
b y Paul and Barnabas, froii die tiiînc they enter upon their labours at
Scîcucia to the delivery of thecir last discourse in Derbe, tlicy appoint
uot one eider. Churches are cstahlishced without ene ordaincd
man ainong the mienihers; forringi tiern! A sad fact for our milodern
clergy! During thecir return tour froin Derbe and Lystra, on re-vis-
iting the churches they hiad previously pianted, aiong wiith the good
work of confirining the disciples' souls, "-w-hen they had ordaiinedi
them eiders in every chiurcli, and had praycd wvith fasting, thcy coin-
xnended thern to the Lord,"' Acts xiv. 23. Paul who aftcrwards gave
sueli a particular charge to preacher Timothy to lay biauds suddcnly
on no nMan, observcd the llke mule hirnseif ; and lience we do not find
men ordaiaed as eiders arnong infant conigregations ns gathier(edc
together by the gospel whcen first preaehied. But aftcr the gifts off
the inembers had been tested, and their chamacter, disposition, and
gcnemal. qualifications were dcveloped iii flic working aud practical
duties of the chureli, a proper selection could bo inade-a selection
of persons fit for the duties of eiders. Before cither eiders or c---
cons were appointed~ in these good old days of apostolie custom, they
were to be proved, 1. Tirn. iii. 10. The word '1aiso" in the passage to,
wýhieh reference is made, evidently shows that those entrusted with

jthe eidership, offleially. required to ho. proved as weil as the brethren


