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lad tçon thousand pieccd seldiers including
a brigade of Amazons ; he liad thiree picces
-of cannon; his forces wvere inspîred with the
ex..pertation cf a ricli spoil in slaves and
,other valuables iii a corninuuiity ntumberitig
200,000 seuls. Tlîe assailaîîts, confident cf
.ictery, rtislied te tîme assaulît, but they ivere
rcpelldl on aIl sides; andi thxe first replimîse
causeaI apanie, followed by heafflong fliglit.
The pursttit, was as vigereuis as the repulse
was complote. The King of Dahomey lest
Jilf luis forces and tve cf luis -tins. Lt is
scarcely probable thit lie ivill ever rerover
from this terrible blow; and bis diseomflitnre
ialready feît as a blesscd relief in ail the
Western const.

Lt appears that thle -King liad resolveod te
massacre the christians, and had actitally
seleted the spot wixere the great sacrifice
was toe mado. 'But Qed mercifilly deliv-
ercd themn as le did lis aneicut 1ieeple
fom due »designis cf the insolent monarcrh of
Assyria. Te quiete the ivords of a ccntcm-
porary, "lu tlils rcmnarkaule everut ive sc
how ivondcýrfully-Ged overriles the wrath
of man for the good of hbis Churen. E ven.
tIhe iathen ý,of Abcekuta) attrihute tiicir
triumiph to the prayers cf the C histians and
the Basherun (goývenier) has ccnjured the
people te lueld the missionaries in hîigh es-
tccm, 1'From benceforta the town 1 eiongs
te them." In every Christinn ccmmuuiiry
Ra lias been entreatcd te save Ablicokuta
frein the pontl thuat menaced it; and Nie lins
douce xcecdiug ahuxxdaudly for us above al
Oinat %we usked or thought. Let thIs great
,delivereuxce cosifirsa our faith sud stimunlûte
us te greater cnergy in tIc misskmnary en-
terprise."

Ced is still, es ever, at work in tîme weorld,
csning for the little ani the great: -for in
lus infinite view thxe great and thelittle are
alalike. 4The nissionarylabcionrxglonely
amng savages is as iraly in His-eye as the
largeat asscmbly ina Chnistendom.
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OUR FOERIGFI MISSIONARY OPERATIOM4.
Shiail thiey be extended, and in

what directioni?
Of the suldjccts, wbich ivili corne under

th2e conisiderition, of the Synod lit its ip-
proucbing ineetitig, none ivill involve more
important interests or eall for more enrne.4t
and 1 iil7 C-rfUi deliberation, than tîestate et
our Forcigul Miissionary operations, and thte
question of extending them, citber tiv iu-
cese of labourers i the S outh Sens, the
adoption of seme rmev field et labour, or
hv hoth. It is now mamiifcst, that %ve shalf
flot have the picasure of Mr. Gecidic's
presence amnong us, as wvas lateiy cxpected.
Thmis ivili he universally. regrcttedl, yet it
need net and should flot prevent us takixig
those mensures for the advancenient of thée
great oblject te which his hife lins been de-
vôted, whieh the eîrcuimstaiccsof thé timne
require and to, wlii-cid in-his providencé
is sunimoflifg us.

Iu looking at.the question cf extendinig
our F oreign mission we must at the ont-
set gýlan(e at our fitturep(,Qition- We have
now four inissionaries. But this, it %viII li
observed, is just the numhier that the Pres-
hyterian Church cf Nova Scotia had pre-
vieus te the Union, and as Mr. Oeddie liag
for a time heen obiiged te relinquish his
labours, we bave in réality one iess ia
actual emplovmcn'tliau tbat church liad
tdieu, besides that flxe mission cf the Pree
Churcli has licou entirely suspended. Now
under any cireumstanées this .is a state
cf tliings,,, witlî îhich we should flot for a'
mioment rest satisficd. The progresscf the
church should beever onward and its motte
forward. In ail churehes which have
unidertaken missions m4th life, the course
lias always been progressive. If the px-egress
made lias net been u'niforxi anil conàtant,
it lias licou steady and 'sure. Mthre xuay
be tetnporary reverses, like the reeeding cf
the ndvancing tide, but wlîeré the work il-
df Cod, there can li no Permnanent going
back. The uniforr h liheel- iif Clitiches
and Missionary Societies is, dli a whateves-
progress thecy makze, they flnd the band etc
tie gmet Jecad et ihe churei cati sii
beekon thein ouward. 1f t1xe oad f the
Lord is Nwitl tliem, they can never fix upon

ne 7-joint nb 'ffottign 1-'%trott.


