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%e\ Wome any Foveign Weeors,

Dec

ns to be Iaid out for His glory; if Ho has
permitted us to nse a portion of what He
bastows for surrounding ourselves with the
catnfortalle, usefal and beautiful thinge of
Hfe, while e requires the rest to be spent
infeeding the hungry, in clothing the naked,
i supporting the gospel at home, and in
gending it abrond, we will readily perceive
that the question, What proportion of his
sabstance should a christian man devote to
religious and benevolent parposes ? must
Be onc franght with the gravest importance.
To my mind it is one which seems to de-
mand a far more elerborate discussion than
ean possibly be given to it in such a serics
of articles as can be pressed within the
limits required by a periodical like the
Record.

The fact is, that the claims of our Great
Creator, Preserver, Benefactor, and Re-
degmer aro overwhelming, It is an impor-
wat'tiuth too, that by the Church’s ihstrd-
mentality the gospel is to be universally
diffused. Her loyalsons must fill the world
with Churches, support the necessary teach-
ers and preachers, and, to a Targe extent,
furnish the requisite religious literature,—
Ever sinco the ascension of her exalted
King she has been toiling under the weight
of that comprohensive commission, “Go
ye into all the world and preach tb~ gospel
to-évery créature,” Now it does seem that
it might have been fairly anticipated, that,
#f the Church had recognized her obliga-
tions to her Godand Redeemer; if she had
redlized somothing of the magnitude of the
mighity work which had been committed to
her trust ; if she had grasped the lofty par-
pose for which she had been instituted; it
she had felt thatshe was breathing the pure
and exhilarating..atmesphere of the most
glorious of all the dispensations of grace,

the dispénsation 6f the Spitit; if she had’

remembered that nudéd the partriarchal
eeonomy believers devoted to God the tenth
of their substance, while under the clearer
tight of the Mosaic dispensation they ad-

vanced to the fifth if not to the third; if,

she had not forgotten the high enlugiums

which generosity to her Saviour and His,
esuse clicited fraom His own lips while He.

éwelt among men; and how frequentdy

among primitive chiristiang # the ahundance
of their joy and decp poverty abounded
unto tho riches of their liberality s she
would have rigen to the sublimo cunception
of her high mission, pourcd into the trea-
sury of the Lord contributions as much
larger than those offered by the ancient
saints, as her privileges and responsibilitieg
exceed and outwcigh theirs. But, sad to
tell, this very natural anticipation has nog
been at all realized. ’robably there arg
individuals now, as th.re always have heen,
who clearly discern their duty and arg
striving faithfully to discharge it. Dut the
Church as a whole has not discovered, and
docs not acknowledge her obligations,
Conscquently she is lamentably failing in
‘meeting them. In inaking this statement,
I neither ignore her past or present efforts,
nor forget that it is dutiful to exercise gra.
titude for what has been achieved. X know
that tho evangelical Churches of the United
. States of America, in their places for pub-
lic worship, own property to the value of
$150,000,000, and that with a manificence
probably unsurpassed anywhere, they are
giving of their immense wealth to support
and spread tho gospel. I have not forgotten
that the magnificent project of the late
Bishop of London, now the Archbishop of
Canterbury, to rajse £1,000,000 sterling
within tou years, for ecclesinstical purposes
in the capital of the British Empitc, has
already, to a considerable cxtent, been real-
ized ; and that at the close of 1868, when
juss half the allotted time had expired,
nearly one-third of the whole amount had
been paid to the Treasurer and expended
as proposed. Xar be it from me cither to
think or to speak slightingly of the noble
efforts of the devoted Morav.ans, or of the
gencrons contribations of the zealons Wes.
leyans I do mot forget that last year the
U. P .Church of Scotland, with her 600
congreghations, contribhted for all purposes,
congrogational and missionary, the manifi-
cent surh of ncatly $1,500,000, while the
Free Charch, daring the same year for simi-
. lar purpeses, raised upwards of 8,600,000,
Noram I uamindfal of the fact that the
. English Presbytorian, Ghuych, with her 120

. copgregations, collected for carrying.op her



