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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 0F THE LOWER PROVIN-
4CES 0F BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

AioNn the many blessings ivincli our countr'y lias î'cceisvCd( at the lîand
of aL grIacionis God during the past year, the ecelesiasuceal organi:«ttion
îîainîd above stanîds vonspieuous. ht is indeed a " child of pr-oiiise-,"-thie
offspring of' the prayet' of' faiti>, ana the labour of love. Were ceive it witlî
devout tlîanhsgiving, as a blessed itist.alment of' answer to that niotable pray-
er of our Great I1itereessor, ITIAT -rIIE-y AL.L %tAY uiE N,"wiîi

at ncea rayr~a pomieaii aguaaate.ailcobind.For wljerever
Ive h1ave ani ubsoluite prayer of ihe Son of God, tiiere we have In the samne
.in1e, also al sure promuise tind a gruarintee ()f'the lighQitst order, tlîat it shahl
be answered and fulfilled in its time. We receive it too as al gra:cioti.Z an-
swer to the prayer of' multitudes of God's faithful ones iu these lands-
,vhose supplications have unweariedty ascended, in the face of mamiv dis-
couragements, for the saie objeet. And flot the Iess (Io we receive 'it Ils
the reward of' fhithful, believiiag, unremitting labours for the sanie great
cause. Ours is a most gî'acious, bountit'ui, and faithfui atez we hi-
bour for Ilim, ive shall in nowizse lose our reward. Not a few huîmble, de-
voted labourers iii thîs good cause, fi-el that they have been rewvarded a
thjousaîtd bold foi' ail their toil, 1by what they have already witaiessed, heard
and experienccd of the happy fruits of tltat blesscd Union whichi has given
us "Il Te Presbyterian Clitrelh of the Lower Provinces of B3ritish North
-Anierica." Thtus fiar the Lord liath been wiîh us oU a truth. H-e biath donc
great thiags for us whereof we are gilad. Let us fcrvew)ty thank Ilim, and
take courage. We stand now on a eritwcal and înost interesting point in our
history as a Presbyterian Church. God grant that we rnay be enablcd to
understand and iniprove it!

We suinnion Up the past, and before our gaze stands vividiy a history,
brief, it is true, but stili of deep and varied intercst. Sonie of its scencas
more fitted to w'arn, others to encourage, while ail are rieh in instruction.-
The time when w~e were yet but smaii and in numbers few-when our fath-
ers, after having crossedl the "lgroat and ivide sea," in ail their weakness
and destitution, laid the foundations of oui' ";Zion " ivith such materials as
they could procure, and on Ia lar ger and more liberal se.ale titan eoul(1 be
expected of theta, while soreiy batt[ing ivith the combined difficulties ani
privations of a physical and moral wilderness, clainis our first attention, and
our teaderest regaird. It wsill be our wisdomn to mark diiigently the« way by
w'hieh the Lord led them, supported theni, aid gave them not over to the
will of their enemies; but eausedl thern to take root and to increzise in the
land, until the little one becatne a thousand, and the weak a strong People,
-fulfilling, lis own gracions word, that Ile would make the liandful of
corn in the earth, on the top of the mountain to grow and prosper, tili its
goodiy fruit should shak, like Lebanon. We ivili also do vwiseiy and welt
to remember our own and our fathers' shortcomings and transgressions.
IlWe have sinned ivith our fathers, wc have eommitted iniquîity. we have
doue wickedly." Neitiîer we nor our fathiers waiked stendfastiy with oui'
God, or kept tliat which hoe committed to us, with such pure devotedness
as became so sacred a charge. IPride, seifisliness, and warldiy poiey, f t'-

tively taking the place of humility, charity, and godliness, and assuming, the
naine and tones of dignity, zeal for the cause of God and prudence, often
times led us froin the path of duty, made us to be unfaithful where we
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