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“Itis in vain for us to speculate on the laws which
really govern epidemics ; they are mysteries which as
yet defy all human interpreiation. It is the old story
of high authority, “In the midstof life we are {n
death,” 1t wero well for us if we sought the succour
+ “wre alone we aro told itis to be found. From time
+ .nemorial epidemics have prevailed ; to the end of
t ae tiey will prevail. Wo can study theirsymptoms,

1 learn to predicate where they will flourish best.
Whence they come, or whither they depart, is asmys-
ivrious to us as the travel of the wind. We may be
content to offer to them food in man and beast, neg-
lected, oppressed, and lowered to one and the same
had level; fed first on these they will feed yet on
hetter food ; they gather power from vile food to use
iton those who fare sumptuously, The Lows of a
Cabinet Minister are not proof against the epidemic
that slays the wreiched cellar cow, We may live to
gee cholera equally impartial.  But, inasmuch as the
gate opened first $0 these diseases is where life, hu-
man or biestial, is in o state of neglect, itis os well
for us to keep our lancs, ulleys, lodging-bouses, &¢.,
a3 clean as we know we ought to keep our cowsheds."

N ——————————
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Shreep Zmébnndry.

Great Sale of Leicester Rams in Britain,

Tur romantic little border town of Kelso has, for
upwards of a dozen years past, been celebrated for
isg.eatapnual salo of toms. Situated so asto be
cas..y accessible to the brecders of the shires of
Rouxbuigh, Derwick, Selkirk and North Norihumber-
land. the Kelso salo rings bave from the first becn
well pateonized. Until last year, tho sheep entered
for sale were not confinud exclusively to Leicesters
bus tue growing popularity of this breed, in the dia-
tricts above indicated, together with tho unwieldy
proportions already attalned by the sale lists, deter-
mined the Union Agriculturaf Society —under whose
auspices the auction i3 held—in devoting tho sale
entirely to this breed. On the present occasi'n, it
took place on the Stb ult. Four commodious sale
rings, flanked by long ranges of pens, were provided
for the accommodation of the uuctionecrs, of whom
there were no less than seven. The weather was
unexceptionably fine ;—the hot rays of the unclonded
sun being tempoered by & cooling breeze from the
west.  From the frat, the competition was extremely
apimated. uad offers were large aud prompt. The
salo of Lord Polworth's rams is generally regarded
as the great event of the gatbering, and when their
turn came, we learn from an exchange, * the ring was
surrounded by an eager and interested asscmblage,’

As cxamples of the prices going for single rums.
we may mention the following, puid tor specimens
from that nobleman’s fuck :—£95; £83; ££0; £75
£64; and £62. Tue average price of the entire flock
being about £38. Several other animals, belosging
to well known north country breeders, brought prices
varyiog from £6] to £40. Several of the best rams
were purchased for New Zealand, where the Leices-
ter breed of sheep has obtained a firm position as
wool producers—the quality of the wool being saper-
ior to the best grown in England. In that coleny,
the Leicester rams are not unfrequently put to
Merino ewes and crosa-bred Merinoes.

Wo regret that space will not admit of our append-
ing the result of the sales which took place at the
different rings. [n connection with the returns of
these great auction meetings, the Kelso Mail supplies
some very valuable statistics, in regard to previous
sales. A scries of tables are given, exhibiting the
highest and and average prices, together with the
cumber of entries during the last twelve years. We
transcribe the last three:

Y-ar, No. of Rams cntered  Bigbest price. Ave!

1863 3300 260 0 0 nm d:'
1864 2100 0 00 2619 ¢

1865 2006 9% 00 37 18 10

# Various breeds includad

FIRST PRIZE LEICESTER RAM, AT THE PROVINCIAL SHOW, LONDON, 1858,

THE IROPEITY OF ME. GEORGE MILLER, MARKHAM, G W.

Prize Leicester Ram.

TeE accompanyiog fllustration i3 a life-like por-
trait of the magnificent two-shear ULeicester Ram, to
whom the first honours were descrvedly awarded at
the late Provincial Exhibition. We need not dilate
on the fine form and massive proporiions of this
splendid apimal. At present he is unquestionably
the finest ram of his age and breed in Canada, and—
as we observed in our gotice of Mr. Miller's sheep at
the recent Fair—ho *“ would do cred‘t to any flock-
master in any country.”

N ———————

The Dairy.

Qattle as Cream Producers,

COMTARATIVE MERITS OF VARIOTS DREEDS.
Within the last few years, owing to the high prices
obtained for butter, &c., in the neighbourhood of our
large towns. it has become a matter of importance
that strict and careful attention should be given to
the dairy produce of the furm; and I was iberefore
induced to undertake a serics of experiments upon
the varjoue breeds of milch cattle generally kept in
this country, with the view of ascertaining their com.
parative value as cream producers upon different de-
scriptions of food ; and after threo years of careful
investigation, I beg to lay the result of my labours
before the public for the benefit of my brother farm.
ers and others interested in the subject.

The results were obtained by tho aid of the Ordi-
nary cream test glasses, three in number, and check-
¢d by one made specially for me by Messrs. Negretti
& Zambra, and carefully graduated to ¢0:hs.

In the first experiment the cows were grazed dur-
ing the day, baving hay and chaff only morning and
evening. ’

KXPERIMENT 1.

Mean Pereentage

Temperatura  of Crowin.
Pare ceteeocecactonraiianis 520 5,482
64° 13 47
7 60° 13.8%
« Chunnet Watande. ... “ese 52° 18.85
Oross from Chanuol tslands and Short 0o 17.92
bora. ..o sstsesrecscsentanate ~ve
Pare Brituny, e coveseee vesrenne eesess  B3° 10.27

In the next experimeat, whero the breeds are pla
ced in their order of merit, each cow had in addition

EXPERIMENT 2.

can Percentage

Broed Temperstar:, of(.‘rmm.w
1 L P 48: .00
thannel Islinds . 81e ?2.98
(rsyBred 433 18.21
Shonb.ro..... 502 18.09%
fev o, 49> 16,08
AYTUDIPS e ceeenecaenneenrs oniosncnnas 82° 14.14

In experiment 3, cach cow had, in aldi.on to
grass, & fair allowanco of chaff, with ont ¢ ari of
brewer’s grains, and one measure of Thotlcy 8 coudi-
menzal food daily.

EXPERINENT 3.

Moan Perce .tage
Breed. Temperature.  of C
| $74135: 1) O retenanannnn P:oa X Ol
Changpel lelands, . . 493 188

Cnms Breed, 50 134
SYurthorn %4 e
&30 8(7
. &0° PV

In the following trial each cow bad the sawm. 1.0l
as in the lust, except that 1 1b. of Frecman uad flar-
(rlcl:l‘s Royal Patent Cake was substituted for Thoviey's
vod.
EXPERIMENT 4.

ean Per oo
Broed. Temperature. on:.‘:f:
Brittany,...... . essearssseseeccnsee 840 PN
Chanuel 181048, it veeincnninennencas 830 2060
Lo B ecd,ceiiiiniencennas secseaces 48° p Y1
buitliorn, . b0 1%
Devou, ... 520 08
Ayrsuire,. cevsee srstsasesavarane [ 8 Wod

For the fith experiment 1 1b. of palm nunt meal
(from Messrs. Smith, of Liverpool) was substituted { ,r
the \:caké.: 3 in other respects the food was the same .8
in No.

EXPERIMENT 5, ”
can Percen
Breed. Temperature. ou.‘re.u“..fe

Brittanyecee... 839 2.
Channe) lslands 83° 10.08
Crues Breed. [ 234 18.80
horthots .. 600 1.6
JVOB eeneveesnanncronncsese teseceses 81° 17.00
AYTEhIT0e caeescsessnsssasercsssencans 4° .4

From tho two last experiments it will be seen that
the cows lowest in the scale as cream producers show
4 greater improvement when fed upon a material con-
taining mitch fatty matter (palm meal con'aining up-
wards of 25 per ceut of fat,) than upon food cons:st-
g of little fat, but much albuminous and mucilagl-
nons matter, while the reverse is observed in the
breeds higher up the scale,
In the foregoing experiments three trials were made
at each time, and each experiment repested thive .
«imusg, over a space of three years (- trials being .4
made shortly after cach calving,) 2.4 the same and- - !
mals employed in all tbe experiments except the last- *
year, when two of the cows proved notin calf. The't
tigures, therefore, area fair average of the animals J ,
had under trial, and are the result of nearlv 270 ax- .-

one pound of linseed eake por diem.

aminations.—~G. T, Garx, in Scottish Farme



