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pass through that portion of the wire screen
projecting over the bottom ·board, The
hive can be drawn back nearly half way on
the bottom board. and there can be no dan-
ger of tipping. The screen might be dis-
pensed with, but the bees in the h've,
and outside enemies could then make an
entrance of this p >rtion, which would not
be desirable.

Another way would be to eut an opening
in the bottom board, arrange to close this
with a solid or wire screen slide. as desired.
But this means a good deal of additional
expense, and supply dealers say, and I
think with some show of justice. that be-
ginners and inexperienced bea-keepers do
not sufficiently appreciate well made hives
now, and extra cost is objectionable. It
increases the expense of manufacture, and
of course the selling price, and those not
seeing the value of accurate boa space,
sinooth work and well designed hives, pre-
fer to purchase where they eau get the
aheapest, or rather lowest priced hives.
I believe myself that for that reason, any-

- .. one desiring these slides should have them
putin himself. Bus perhaps Mr. Post's
method, or Mr. Petti 's will answer as well.

Now as to the top of the hive, ventilation
should not be given from here. I do
not believe in following natural inclina-
tion blindly, but the bees in nature hermet-
ically seal as soon as possib'e the top of
the hive. In the last number of the Can-
adian Bee Journal I explained some objec-
tion to ventilating at the top of the hive.
Such a system is not desirable. But shade
the hive. In the spring and early summer,
the more warmth the hive absorbs from the
sun the botter, but when the heat of the
sun makes the bees in the hive feel un-
comfortable it is time to shade. Grape
vines, which do not leaf out until about
the time that the bees require shade are
excellent if properly trained. Troes trim-
med in such a way that the sun's rays
strike the hive in early morning and late
afternoon are very desirable. Failing this
boards can be used to shade the top of the
hive, and the portions of the hive exposed
to the sun's rays during the warmest part
of the day. A honey board, as described
in last nmonth's 'Notes," allows us to raise
the cover proper at the back, and thi.n thon
becomes a shade board. Heavy projecting
lids, with a cushion between the Bld and
the honey board are good, but here the
same trouble arises Bee-keepers do not
appreciate their value, they are expen-
sive,and the supply dealer dare not add that
cost to hives. While in my estimation
they are the best cover, the plans otherwise
mentioned are a long way ahead of present
systems.

By keeping bees together we secure
strong full colonies which will work better
defend their hive better, and winter better.
Such management gives much more satis-
factory results. It takes so man.v bees to
do the work of the hire. defena it, gather
the honey required by the bees themselves.
Those above that number give you your
surplus. The more the bees are kept to-
gether, the greater the percentage of bees
which eau work to give you surplus crop.
In th, next number I propose to take up
management for comb or extracted honey
In clos ing lot me say ~9t your supplies in
time. and use full sheets in sections and in
brood frames.

( Mr. B. B. Weed, the Inventor and j
Expert Wax-Worker.
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It would be a revelation to some of sou

if you could see the improvernents that hare
been made in makingr comb foundation.
The old way was to dip a thin board into
a deep vessel of wax enough times tosecure
a sheet on both sides. It was thon cooed
in water, and the film stripped off. It mas
next run through the mils piece by pie-e.
and each time is was necessary to "pick"
and " claw " at the ends of the sheetsstick-
ing to the r>lls as they came through.
This operation did not improve the face of
the milli, or the foundation. After the
sheets were milled they had to be piled up,
and eut to a size by hand, causing anywh
from 25 to 8Sà percent trimmings thathad
tobe melted over again. Last of all, th
sheets were papered by hand and mad
ready for box«,ng.

Now if you were to peek into our
working department yon would sec an at
tendant pick up a big cake of yellow w
(60 lbs) and set it into a machine. as i
were, and thon he leaves it and goes abn
other work. Af ter it comes out it is con
verted into a long c.ntinuous sheet roi!
up on a bobbin. This b >bbin is then p2
into another automatic machine by
same or another attendant; the machine*
started, and when this long bobbin of
begins to unreel it is fed into the comb-mi
and is eut to size without waste*. There
a click.clack, and the trinmmed
is next made to lie squarely over a sheet
paper of the same size as itself. and pick
up ; another click-clack, and it i.akes a h
skip, and a jump on top of th- pile;
fingers almost human, but as lifeleSs
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