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NORTHERN MESSENGER

THE HOUSEHOLD

A_ RAIN Y DAY

- ‘R'unmg again VT exclmmed as I raised:
my head from the. pillow ‘and - listened. to

the'steady drip, drip. “What shall X'do ?

“The children will be shit in the house. all
dny,and that dwful ironing on hard, too.

* Bat it won’t-help the matter to grumble‘,
one has to bear these things, T suppose.’

-Of course, I was dlscourutred before be-
gmnmg my day's work, and .when the
children appeared thero was no cheerful
word to set theni right, and as one of them

“anid, with tears in her eyes, ‘Oh, dear!

I'm so sorry it'sa stormy day ; for we were

- gonw to have so much fun under the big

tree,” I took up the strain, . .

“You can’t be more sorry than I am, I
suppose yowll all try what mischief you
can get into to-day, for I've that basketful

of clothes to iron and I never knew it to

fail but you'd exert youxelves if I'd any-
thing special to do.’

‘I'll take care of Mame and Fr ed,’ said

’ D]mm, who forgot lier own dlsn}_)pomtment

in pity, which I felt was altogether unde-
served, for my annoyance,

‘T shall be very glad of your help, I
answered, smothering my. ill-temper.as I
went to work. The brenkFast. things were
soon washed, and evergthing in readiness
to commence: ironing'; but the first sheet
was barely folded and hung upon the rack
when little Mame fell | with -her doll. A

broken arm for dolly and almost o broken

heart for Mame was the result, I looked
despairingly at the huge pile of unironed
clothes, then eried :

‘Go aloug with that doll. for pity’s sake !
If you could keep one whole for five min-
utes it would be a blessing. Take it to
Elinor ; shecan fix it.as well as T can.” -

Elinor tried most faithfully, but failed.
Mume cried and cried, until in sheer des-
peration I stopped and tied up the broken
By that time the irons were cool
and the fir¢'alinost burned out. The fresh
coal was slow to heat, and by lunch time
only halfa dozen pl‘un pieces wére finished.
I hurried through luncheon . and pliced
the dishes on the kitchen- table; deter-
mined to get the benefit- of thé jrons whilé
they were hot ; but nosooner was I-wellat
work than Mame's Jumpmg rope pulled a
pitcher from the- table ;-the crasli brought
me to tho apot, but’ not in time to save

" Blinor who, in her anxiety_to catch-the

pitcher, lost her balance and Tell upon one
of the bwken bits, cutting her haid and
frightening us both. Fred in the mean-
time had upsotz the syrup jug whilé trying
to reach some twine from the pantry shelf,

and this proved the last feather weight I

could benr. Elinor’s” hand was wmpped
up, Fred reduced to a more presentable
condition amd then we all indulged in a
‘eood cry.” Fred, Elinor, Mame and my-
self all w ept in sincere sympathy with each
other, and pity for ourselves, .

At this juncture I heard a light rap, the
door opened and Mrs. Herril,-tny neighbor,
appeared.

‘I didnt w.'ut; for any ceromony, she
said, ‘for it's raining as if ib never rained
beforc, but I wanted you to have some of
these biscuits ; raised ones- you know.
Why, what are you all erying about? I
hesitated to enumerato .y woes and she

continued, taking in the sjtuation at a

glance, ‘T know exactly what you ve been
You gob up tired,. it's a dreary
day “and you've tried to do an unusual
amount of work. The cluldun lmvo been
awfully troublesome—

I smiled through my tears asshe paused,
for the picture was true to life.

¢ Now, my dear,’ she went on, ‘pub that

basket away. I -don’t believe in. giving.

advice, but I've lenrned two or three
things by actual experience. The wisest
thing g any mother ean do, when she awakens
‘tired and out of sorts and hears the patter
of the rain outside, is to consider how
little he can possibly manage to do on that

particular day. There’s nlwuys mendmg

on hand, 'or spme such work, that may’ be

. z\ccompllshed while you are coslly ensconced
‘in. the pleasantest corner_of the sitting
- Let the children bring their play- |
.things \into this snme cheerful nook and
‘. you “will be able to wateh them and take

a good. many stitches beside. They will

apprecinte having & day with mammwa, and
instead of dxendnw the inclement weather
thist corpels them to stop indoors, they'll

soont - laok fnrw.n.rd to a mmy moz‘mng ag

thie harbinger of a red-letter day.
several stormy mornings follow ea hother,
adhere to the same pl'm for the day and
take a couple of evenings for the ivoning
after tho'little ones are asleep, and both

you and tho children will bo the better |

for it.’
I lm.d scarcely time to thank her when
she was gone, but the sunshine she brought

with her still remained. . Fortunately, the,

next _day wag fine. and the ironing com-
pleted without' difficulty, but ever since
that memorable afternoon I have worked |*
according. to the plan suggested by my
kind-hearted neighbor, in whom I had the

fullest faith, as she lms the most cheerful,:

happy family I have ever known.

Her prophecy has been fulfilled ‘and ‘

Mame will shout gleefully :
‘It's raining, Fred! did you know it?

We'll get our playthings right away-and

be all ready to visit when mamma gets the
mending basket '—Erato, in Bab Jhood .

—————
KITCHEN CONVENIENCES.

. Any convenience in.a kitchen is appre-
ciated by the busy housewife. Tn a house
where there is no hall, a closet adjoining a
kitchen is a’ great convenience. If it is
]urge enough, have a window, have hooks
for conts, Imts, etc., and boxes for shoes,
rubbers, and such articles; a wmkst.md
or shelf, withlooking-glass hanging over ib
also a wash bowl,an minbrella stand, ch_airs,
and a large paper holder, for holding paper
sncks and wmppmvr papers that come from
the stores.

If there is no other suitable pluce, the
clothes-basket, -clothes- -ping, and ironing-
board may be stored away in the closet.
Of course, sucli'a closet would be conveéni-
ent in a house where there wasa hall, but
in such a case there would not need to be
an umbrella stand, nor many, hooks for
conts, ete. There could be a door,or a
curtain made of canton flannel, i0'1 denim,
nmte.\d

_ If the kitchén is large enough, have some
kind of a couch, with a _paper rack close
by, with the latest magazine or paper-init;
likewise have a letter Tolder somewhere in
the kitchen, - A closed cupbonrd for lamps,
a clock, and calendar should always find a
plage in the kitchen, A bag for holdezs is
moke convenient than nails or a shelf.

Do not burn every bit of waste paper
that comes into the house, and every time
you want a piece of paper have to hunt an
hour for it.
of paper are folded nicely and laid awuy,
they are useful for a good many purposes,
and the pieces that are torn can be used to
kindle fires, singe poultry, ete.

Another convenient appendage to a kit-
chenis a shady porch, with a cosy seat,
where the tired housewife may sit and rest
on a warm day. Vines -may be trained
over it, and even a rosebush near by, and
I dare say it will be appreciated equally ag
wellas though it were over thessitting-room
door. —-Ilopc Shwmaners, < Housel»cepeo
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MONEY FOR CHILDREN.

There is a great deal said about the
value of an allowance for children, and it
is certainly a wise plan fo. train them to
spend small sums judiciously that they
may lenrn the value of money while young.

But perhaps many pavents live on farms
where money comes in slowly or irregularly,
s0 that an allowance for their cluldlen 1s
out of the question.

I would suggest to them that they give
to their young pcople soniething on the
farm that shall yield ‘an income, though
ever so small. Lebt them have a hive of
bees, or a few hens of their own, or perhaps
a lIamb or calf, but insist that any expense
incurred by thieir pets shall be met by
themselves from their profits.

If none of these ways seem practical, let
them have a piece of ground on which to
expériment with berries, small fruit, - or
vegetables or give them the yield of certain
apple trees for a season, provided they do
the work involved themselves, .

It may- require-a little sacrifice to.make
the gift ov to bother with the unskilful
work_of the children’ s hands, butin a'small
wiy they will be receiving a valuable busi-
ness training worth more to them -than a
regular allowance from the fumxly purse.
E M. T., in tha Houachold

seams, and gathers.

If the sacks and large pieces:

THL CARD OI" CL()THIVG
Much of the wenr and tear which uses

up good elothing may be ‘averted by con=

stant-care, - Gowns should be brushed be-
fore -hanging up in elosets, It is best to
have this done as soon as posmb]e ‘alter
taking them off, thoroughly removing :the

traces. of street dust and mud froin ficings,’
The neat wom:in does’

not brush her gown in her own chamber,

but takes it into the bath-room and brushes |
it beside an open window;: or, better still,.

has it carried out of doors for the operation,

- Disease germs may be carried home in
clohhmg, and, were this not the case, it i is
a very unt:xdy proceeding to put into one’s
wardrobe an article of dreas which has not
been thoroughly cleansed.

When the French woman takes off her
bonnet she does not bundle it at once into
a bandbox, or throw it hastily on-a shelf,
or bang it up on a. peg. Not she. ]"vely
little loop and .bow is pulled out and put
into sliape, strings are gently caressed into
smoothness, jots rand aigrettes are straight-
ened and fastened -in position, and “the
bonnet receives the touch of the brush tq
remove dush, and then it is lnid between
folds of tissue-paper, and is ready for its
next appearance, as fresh and new, to all
intent, as when it Ieft the milliner’s hand.

Gloves are expensive articles, no matter |

how sedulous the carebestowed upon them.
But gloves will last a third longer than
they usually do if pulled off the hand from
tlie wrist down, and turned inside out, as
is done when they are tried on in the shops.
If Jaid by themselves, properly straightened
and not crumipled into a tight ball and if
mended at the instant a rip shows ltself, a
puir of gloves will long retain their pristine
freslmess It is good policy to have best
and second best gloves, and gloves for
shopping and running about. - In our chilly
winters the last-mentioned should be of
dog-skin, and sufficiently looge not to eram P
the hand. Light gloves may be cleaned
more than once to advantige.

‘Shoes with yawning gaps where buttons

1should be, at once convict the wearer of

heedlessness. A gentlewoman may wear
coarse shoes or patched shoes, her boots
may be cluinsy or ill-fitting if the state of
her purse forbids her )mvma elegance, but
she will not be seen in boots from which
theé bitttons have become loosened or lost.
Alarge, needle ‘and stout thread will, re-
place o' button, and it requires only a
moment’s work, ‘and the wearer will part
with no portion of her self-respect if she
does this as n matter of habit.

Neclties, ribbons, belts, and the several

Aittle fanciful adjuncts wlnch add a touch |,

of distinction to & woman’s costume should
he lxept in dainty boxes of their- own.—

Harper’s Bazar.,
————

CHILDREN’S COURAGE.

_To exercise due care of what our childreu
rend is necessary if we would protect them
from either physieal or moral fear, A girl
whom I once knew suffered agonies for
years whenever she was seated nt the piano,
often rising in terror at the fancied pres-
sure of an invisible hand on her shoulder,
the result of reading a. weird German tale,
in which the heroine was pursued by a wan,
bloodless hand. -After she was married.
and had babes of her own, the meére men-
tion of this heroine's name was sufficient to
‘bring back the wretched discomfort’ which

‘that ‘stor y had imposed ou her life.

A boy of more than average intelligence,
and a champion runner, wr estler and ball-
player, told me that from fourteen to
eighteen he never went to bed without
arranging a complete armory in the room,
bringing oub two or three rusty guns, an
old swmd and a club, and arranging them
in convenient positions for’ defenswo use.

‘What on earth was the matter that yow

made such grand preparations ¥ I inquired.

*Oh ! I had rend so many stories of In-
dian warfave and tales of piracy that my
mind was full of haphazard notions,” 1
never knew what might,be about to occur,
and I thou"ht xt as well to be ready for
attack.’ :

Moral courage is of a hwhcr order than

.physieal, and is not mfzequently found in
children who have little of the Iatter qual- |

ity. For mstnnce, Ellen, who faints at the
wht of a. burn or a scratch, and cannot
help nor control this failing of the physieal
heart, may bravely take the responsibility

| of n serious accident, and bravely acknow-

1

led"e herself in. the wroig, i, and ask p&rdon,
if she is convinced that she has been.i im-
pulsive or mistaken, In ‘Tom Brown at
‘Rughy,” the brave little fellow, who. said
his-prayers ‘while- ‘the boots of his scoffing
comrades were flying’ ar ound’ his Jicad,- dis-
played & lofey' moral courage: M-wnlhcent
soldiers  have:left on record the fact that”
they nevei wentinto action without suffer-
ing from " physical- fear,which’ it egui
the . utmost; effort’t wills over-
‘come. 8o we should 1ot desp'm' when:our
children meet. the unfamiliar with- appxe-
hension, or-are afraid of the daxk, -

At the sume time, 110 servans should be
retained who violates the injunctionmever -
to wilfully frighten 4 clnld --M'mgawt ]J
Sungster,

—.o__—_
'S ATURDAY NIGHT.

Sitting beside' an' evening lamp, a vety
tired luokmnr reader is nervously stitching-
away, hmshmu a garment thatisto be worn |[§.
by ler t\\elve-year -0ld daughter for the [}
firs time next day. This motlier is worl-
ing herself into a headache and almost into *
a fever Lo get this pretty cosbume done bL-
fore midnight... - .

‘Has Matilda no other dress to wear ¥
innocently inquires the good man. of the
house, to be answeied rather curtly:

*T'n be sure she has, John, but notlmw
suitable ; and the, child has set her heart
on lmvmg thisforSunday- school to-morrow.
If you will please not interrupt me, I'll be,
able to finish it.’ )

Whereat John subsides. But Iam not
John, and I .am not to be cheated of my
chance for & gentle homily, Please, gocd
ihother, why cannot your little girlie wait
another week, and you rest a while this .
Suaturday m(vhb 80 that Jou will be fresh
and in good trim, body and soul, for the
duties of the Lord’s dny... New clothmtr iy
very pretty, and very chzummnr it is to
share a child's satisfaction in 1b but it is
dearly bought if it costs her weary mother
a headache,

By the way, a much respected friend of
mine has made it-her rale for many years
never to wear' a new hat or gown or wrap,
for the first time, to church on the Sab-
bath. She thinks there should be no dis-
traction of the thoughts on that day andin
that place, and so she Always airs her now
things first somew here else.

S\tuld~\y night should not, if we ‘ean
help ourselyes, “be.used for social pleasures
which are not concluded until midnight.
A quiet space between the busy week, with
its.caves and duties, and the beautiful day
of rest should be given, if not to meditation,
to tranquility, thus letting a margin be
ours for the proper toiletto of the soul.—
Aunt Mariorie, tn. Christian , Tutelligencer.
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HINTS FOR HOUSEKEEPERS.

Kerosene, liberally applied, will soften
‘boots and shoes that have been hardened
by water.

Oil-cloths will last twice as long ifa layer
or two of wadded carpet lining are placed -
under them.

Base tived feeb by bathing them in warm
water in which a few lumps of salevatus
have been dissolved, :

Use a wire frame for boiling potatoes
and’see how much vexation it saves, and -
how satisfactory the result,

- Paiint, varnish, or jipan may be softened
or c.Lsxly removed from old surfaces with a
solution of caustic potash.

To.keep a closet or pantry dry and sweeb
place & box of lime upon one of the shelves,
It will absorb all dampness.

To clean & brown porcelain kettle, boil
peelcd potatoes in it. The porcelain will
be rendered nearly as white as new.

Rub your lamp chimneys, after washing,
with dry salt, and you will be delighted
with the new brilliancy of your lwhbs :

"I'o remove staing of blood, saburate the
spots in kerosene and let stand a tiino ;
afterwards wash out in warm water.

"Gag is always obgcchoxmble in a sick-

.roown, as it exhausts the air; and in bed-

rooms, generally, it should not be used. .

By rubbing “with a flannel dipped in
whiting, the brown discoloration may be -
taken off cups which have been used for
baking.

“Au uncomfortable, tight shoo rmay be
made easy by laying o “cloth wet in hot
water across where it pmchos, changing, ns
it couls, several times. *~ During the process
the lenther will shape itsolf to the foot.—

ARy

Avmals of Hyjiene. ) .
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