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IMPERIAL GENERAL QRDERS.

G. 0. 16, MUSKETRY INSTRUCTION; SPEOIALLY
ISSUED 4t FEBRUARY, 1881,

Jle o 0 s

The following changea in the musketry iustruction of the
army baving been approved, the necessary alterations will be
msdo in the * Rifle Exercises and Musketry Inatruction, 1879,
accordingly, vide appendix : - ' .

Tho word * fire ® will be introduced into tho sorvice generally as an

executive word of command in volley gring.
APPENDIX TO G. 0. I&.

RIFLY BXERCISFY.

The rollowing altorations In volley firing driil will be substituted for
t' ‘; ori] relor%odw inthe FlrlngyExenﬁsb ; 1879,” pago 95 luo 6, «dd
) Y

to load and fire lying down '’ ; ¢ #5, Jina 11 v atanding
eud knesellng » ; pags 100, o.xd.wnraiegfwy standing and arder, !:y

numbers, cauflon: ¥ By numbers, oire a volloy,
At yards,
Rea

s

Tavo’" As before detulled. -
Three,

ur,
"Prutm,t—l\s before detalled, bringing the faresight at once into tito
alignment.
ho instructor, after o pause equal to thrae beats of sloy time, will
then glve the cominhnd
(re,~Ench man will at cnco presy the mggér firmly, but without a
l‘%\'ﬁ."a.nd thgu proceed as dotatled fu tha thint motipn of the * pre-
4 T S .
QOrder Arms.—A8 before detalléd. -
= N.B.—The commander should dwell on the word ** fire,” which must
be given slowly, but still with detlsion. -
Page 10}, No, b.~Caution : * Fire & volles,” .,

‘é‘é‘dg'“"“' 1 In fotr tnotlons -

Ordeér Arms,—As beforo detatled, :
Pageo 105, No. 9.—To fire a.volloy kneellng and order, by numbers.
(‘:u?lon * 4By numbers, kneellug, fire & \:ql}ex,:'

At — yards, . ' P

L0, Aa before dejallpd. -
Three,
W . Four,

Present,~An beforodetalled. -
After s pauss equal 10 four beata of slaw tie, )
Ftre,~A8 before detilled. - . ,
Order Arms,—As bofore detatled, . . . '
Yagq 106, No. 10.—Cautfon : * Knecligg, fire.a volley,”

.g:,;‘dj’;“"d" | In rourmouousl. N

i

Present,~In one motion.
e dniaied
re,—~ .
er Arms,—As-bofore dbtatled.’
To be Inrerted at page 106, a3 No. 10 g 1 —
Cautton : * Firjug.exorclise, by numbers, lylng down,”

At—yards, | Turn on both i nalf right, and bring the
Ry | - Haandprne

heata of slow.time, - . . ‘

heels
‘riflo tothé- tiath - .
. Pwo,~Placo the right kneaand left band on-thegronnd, and lledown
on tho'stomach, obliquely to the line of fire, then bring from the ki
oaly, the body round in the direction of e cbject, and change the rifls-
from the right to the left hand; tho legs to be separnted, or the right
‘ fool hooked over the ankle, at the option of the firex.
Thres,—As detalled when firing: atanding, turning over oh thé¢ lefy

‘s1do, 1€ heceasary. o ) -
Fo'ur.—Aa dotailed when firin cumdlnF
= Present,—a8 detailsd whon 8ring standiog, bringlog the rifle into the

shoulder clear of the collar bane, both ¢
and to be closed Inwards, biit without con
firmiy inthe palm of the left hand.

... Two,~As detatled when firlng standing.

. Thrc‘el,-r.n degalled wheo Airing atgndivg, bringlag the left forearm
on to the ground.
. Qrder A%.-—Chnnze the rifle-from the left Lo the'right hand, place
{he laft hand on the ground, Tike and ordef arms.
 Tofire a volley lying down and ordor by numbgrs—

lhows to rest on tho ground
staint, the riGe fo ve grasped

¥ Cautton: * By nurabers, lytug down, fite & voliey," N
i At — yards, . :

! Read:'f, ’ ,

! Two, As before detailed.

¢ T hres, : :

i Four, »

;Preum.;‘-lu before detailed, bringing the siguts at ance Into the

npoen

» Afler & ‘&mso equal 1o six heats of wlow ime,

{ Bire,~As.detalled when firing & volloy standing, then bringlng the

a0 forearm on to the frouud.

‘Qrder Arms,—Aa befors dotalled.

‘,If .—For [ving down dril}, tho squed should bo opencd at

"9 oad.and fire iying down lo quick time— :
Cautlon ; “ ¥Firing oxoreiso, lying down,”

y At = yarde .
3 Bady, l As batore defalled.

: Freweit-Inthred motlons, - :

bglf inter-

o

“Twéigh nearly 2 Ibs.

‘}?mdg'a"l" l 1a four mations. At ot }

Present,—In ont mation.

After a pnuse equal Lo slx bents of slow tinte,

Fire,—As befure detalled,

1t wiil be founa in the feid that at distances boyond
pauscs than those detailed mupt be allowest in order
cessary elovation and alm ; the natare pf the ground wilt sl
the tima required by men to get into: podition of # ready '’ and
xont 5 section nud otlier commanders will, thetefore,. la tho teld, re-

ulato the pauss to be made tn giving the conimund +* fire * nccordlug-
V.

rarids, Jolger
?g)o{tam'mo'ne-
3 ect

O gy |

Correspoudence. o)
[ S -

—

To the Editor of the CANADIAN MiLiTARY REVIEW,

Sir.—I read in the last number of yoor paper aletter from
Capt. (now Major) Prevost, « B Battery, R:8.Q., referridg
to the initial velocity of the Martini rifle: as stated by a “New
York paper,” it being there stated to be lower than that recdrd-
ed by the British authorities.

As the statement referred to was probably based on au offi-
cial report published by the U, S, Board of Ordusice which is
in my possession, a few extracts, from itindy not be ‘uniuter-
esting to your readers. The report is the lust one issued and
isdated 1886. o T

"The report is certified by Lt.-Col, Begton, U, §. A, com-
monding National Armory, Sphingficld, Mass,, apd covers
nearly 100 pages of printed matfer coptaining tables shewing
comparative velocities of the * Martini Henry * and * Spring-
field” army rifles at muzzle, aud at different rabges, up to 2000-
yards. Recoil— Penetratioi— Accuracy—Trajectories—snd
angles of clevation. Tests were made up to 3,600 yards, at
which range the target wag hit with the’ ":Springﬁeld":})u:t'
could not be. with the “ Martini.” L

* The recorded velocities (initial) are as follows:—- =

Boulengt
chrondgraw

1367-1 ft.
1249-7 ¢

ol

Bentot ejéctd
b:}litic’tppamtds:‘

{1 e

1872 31eet.
1256-8 «

' Powder} Lead

Springfield ....| 70 gr. 1406 gr.

e
3
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Velooitics in feet per second, at different ranges as follows®

Martini Henry 856 * (480 «

R

400 800 1200 1600 2000 yds
Springfeld...... 838-4 607-2 476-8 392-3 333-2,
Martivi Henry. 8504 643-7 517-8 433-1 372-2

In angles of elevation the Springfield at 1600 yds. required -
5° 20 wmin,, and the Martini-Henry 69 41 mio. -
‘The xecoil of the Springficld, owing ta lighter. charge, was
pecesaarily much less thau that of the Martini-Henry:being.re-
spectively 9.9 aud 12.75 foot lbs. ' o -
‘T'he penetration, in white-pine, at 100 yds.- was : Spring:t-
field, 11.6 ; Martini-Henry, 14.65. D 18
Capt. Greer, U. 8. Ordnance Dept., under whose personal
superintendance the ubove results were obtamed, in his report,
speaks as follows : ) .
“T have the houor to submit herewith| results of cdmpard-
tiv.ve5 trials of the Springfield and Martini-Henry rifles, calibre
0.45. " rrrT T
“The latter arm, with.a supply of¥:dmmiunition—wrappsd
metal cartridges—was recently presented by the British Gov-
ernment . oot
“In regard to accuracy it will be secn that the Springfisld
did better than the Martiot with the exception,of one of thy

targets at. 1000 yards. o S
*“In all the other points the superjority of the Springfield
way manifest except in the single one of penetration.* . 'y -,
“’Ong"Rundred (100) rornds, of Martini rifle cartyidges
2 oz, more than the same number of U. S.

Order Arme,—In one motion.
Cautfon: * Lyms down, fire & volley,"”

i
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service cartridges. This additional weight is highly objection...



