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played e'ven by the oldest and inost experienced. But at the
aie time the peasant of the Hungarian Plain possesses consider-

abi, native intelligence, and frequently gives striking proufts of
1hi, iiiother-wit. The Plain, too, is the birthplace of most of those
pual.r Magyar songs, which, sung for the flrst time by some

vouthi at a village festival, are caught up and spread from. place
to place tili the whole land resounds with thein. In form. and
matter these native ballads have littie to, reeonimend them; for a
foreigner, to whom. their often untransiatable words rernain
unintelligible, they derive their charm. from the airs, now melan-
echuly, now wvild and spirited, to which they are played with such
entrancing skill by the Gypsy musicians of the Puszta..

In the Plain the peasantry stili retain to a great extenti"he
free and unrestrained manners of their ancestors, and here, too,
the picturesque Magyar costume bas held its ground the longest.
It is t;rure that the gaiety and gaudiness of the
popular costume are gradually diminishing
even here before the levelling hand of civiliza-
tion; the brightly-coloured
fiowing garments and the -

showy ornarnents formerly V
in general vogue are yield--
ing more and more to sober-
colourecl urban costumes
and dark, unoh)trusive
colours. However, we still
trequently meet with men
clad in short, coarse linen
qhirts with wide sleeves,
wiidt., petticuat-like trou- CUAEAJ OF QESZT.

sers, jack-boots, andi round,
broad-brimmed feit bats. Then cornes the heavy sheepski i, and
the embroidered mantle of a heavy, white, felt-iike, material, with
a large brass elasp. The women wear elose-fitting coloured

*bodices, white undergarments with puif Aleeves, short smp~oth.
skirts-an. incredible number one above the other, a ricli display
of ribbons in their hair, and higli boots, like those worn by men;

these boots, however, are gradually being excha-ngel for the more
convenient shoes.

BY far the greater number of the inhabitants of the Plain are
employed in agriculture and cattle-breeding; trade and manu-
factures are much neglected, and the former is everywhere iu
the bands of the Jews. The wonderfuiiy fertile soul well repays
the labour bestowed upon it, and the luxuriant grass-lands afford.
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