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so big as usual, and had assumed a curious shape. I gazed at
her in a lazy, sleepy way for some time, until it suddenly oceurred
to me that an eclipse was taking place, whereupon I roused my-
self and got my glasses. 1 was very glad not to have missed
this, to me, always most interesting sight, especially as I had not
the slightest idea that an eclipse would occur this morning. The
atmosphere was marvellously clear, and I saw it to absolute per-
fection.

We reached Rockhampton about six a.m. At eleven o'clock,
the Mayor arrived to take us to the hospital. Here I was put
into a chair and carried through the various wards of an ex-
cellently planned and perfectly ventilated building. Everything
looked serupulously clean, and the patients appeared happy and
well cared for. Several instances were pointed out to me by
Doctor Macdonald in which the St. John Ambulance would have
been of great use. I heard of one case of a man who had come
down 200 miles with a broken leg, no attempt having been made
to bandage it wp. The poor fellow arrived, as may easily be
imagined, with the edges of the bone all ground to powder and
the tissues surrounding it much destroyed. Then there was
another case of an arm broken in the bush, and the poor man
lying all night in great agony.

Everything locked bright, cheerful, and sunny except the
ophthalmic wards, whieh, if I may use such an expression, dis-
played an agreeable gloom. Here all was painted dark green,
and the system of ventilation seemed quite perfect, for air with-
out light was admitted and the temperature equalized, this being
an important factor in bad cases. Ophthalmia appears to be
quite & curse in Australia, as we have already found to our cost,
through Tom’s suffering from it. There were nice shady veran-
das to this part of the hospital, and comfortable chairs for the
patients to sit and lounge in, besides a pretty garden. Not far
off,-in the compound, stood the various quarters for the nurses
and servants, and the dead-house, the dissecting-room, with other
necessary though painful adjuncts to a hospital.

The sun became very hot, and I-was glad to be carried back
to the carriage and to drive straight to the boat, and so on board
the yacht to rest, while thé remainder of the party went shopping
in the town. In the afternoon we all went in the steam-launch
to see the Creek Meat Canning Factory—a concern which has
latel changed hands, and holds some of the largest contracts in
the world for supplying armies and navies with tinned meat.
The quality is excellent.

We were all safe on board the yacht by nine p.an., and at ten
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