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ENG,'LISH HISTORY IN OUR SCHOOLS.

13V FRITH JEFFERS, SECOND MASTER, PICTON HIGH SCEQOL.

'The word -English in its connectio'n'hée
must be understood to be equivalent toi
BrKtsh, as including the history Jf 'the
three nationalities, whose union has raised
the kingdorn of Great Britain andI Ireland
to its present fame, and prestige in the
world. While the word Sclools niay be
taken to include our bigber schools and
colleges, although baving special reference
to, our Public Scbools, to, wbvose interests
this magazine is more particularly devoted.

The study of History has fromn thé
earliest times been considered of the great-
est importance. The most careless perucer
of it cannot but notice tbe reverence paid
to tradition, in ancient times ; ivhile the
estimation in wbicb the tildjbards were
.held, sufficiently indicates the innate desiré
of tbe mind for a knowvledge of the past.
Cicero cails bistory-"l The ligbt of trutb."
The elegant Rollin affirmed, Il It is flot
without reason that bistory bas always been
considered as the liglit of ages,-the deposi-
tory of events, the faithful evidence of
truth, the source -f prudence and good
couusel, and the rule of conduct and
manners.Y1 Bacon considered it the
Ilchief component part of learning,> and
pbilosophy and poetry a subordinate place
to it. Wbile it bas long been a common
saying that IlHistory is pbilosophy teacb-
ing by exaniples." At the present day,
the bonors paid, toi Lord Macaulay show
that a very higb opinion of history as a
study continues to exist, and tliat the higli-
,est awards stili await those wbo diligently
pursue it.

And tbough we would not disparâgeý tbe
study of General or Universal History, yet
ive would afflrm that no-cbing cau be more
profitable for the English student than the

stuây of the bistory of bis own Empire,
lprimariy and altentivdy. For it inldeB
the ancient and barbarous history of
Europe in the f-.: past, and during the
Christian era bas been more international
in its character than that of aDy other
country of the old world. At the present
time,*so numàerus are the connections of
England'tbtough war, treatyand commerce,
iii; h every quarter of the world, that her
history to, day, is that of the manners, laws,
pfÔdtht, and commercial worth of the na-
tions *!th wbich she bas anytbihg toi do.
And this is the more evident as we- consider
ber greatness.-Upon the circle of her em-
piré tbe sun neyer sets. Sbe bolds posses-
sioù of ail the capes, and promontories of
any va1t-ý.-and kecps the keys to, the
entrance of the pd±plseas. Her colonies
are. in every parr. of tie Globe. She is the
inother of the greatesL nation of the New
World. In one word, ber influience is feit,
Sn every cornét of tbe earth.

But tbougb England's influence is great
internationally, and ber general history of
conÈs-,quenitimportànce, it is upon. Canada
of ail bier colôniies, that ber greatest and
chief influence is felt.-Seted, as regarded
tbe politics of the old country, under more
favorable circumstances than tbe Ufnited
States, Canada bas preserved her loyalty
untarnisbed. While our laws foundedupon
those of England, and constantly referring
to, them for preicedent, or zppealing to, thetn
in deè-ision, are laying for us the foundation
of a great nation-drawing us.more closely,
andr binidifig us enore firmly to, the great
cenreé' of'the Emhpire of wbich we are proud
to torm a paif. Our communication with
the old country, by oui uine of rapid steam-
ers, and submarine cable, cause us tu fe'el
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