MASONIC PIONEER.
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Hiram, Buffalo, u“
Palmyra, i
Olive Brancli, Leroy, “
Wisconsin, Milwaukee; Wis.
Reckaway, . Now Jersey.
Rising Sun, Bnd%ewaler', New York.
Patish, Bufalo, " Masonic ritual,
Yonondio, Rochaster, t
Murray, Murray, "
Valley, Rochester, *
Erie, Buffalo, "
Honeoye Falls u“
Modestia, Buffalo, “
Concordia, f ¢
Union, Eltira, "
Ontario, ‘Wilson "
Ridge, Hartland, N.Y.
Niagara, Lockport, ©
Ontario, | Niagara, «
Central City, Symcuse, u
Lebagon, New York, ¢

And many others from the States of Tllinois,
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, &ec.

‘The names of a fow othars 6f those present, as
masons, are_ T, Galt, G. F. Rarris, tho Hon. M.
Cameron,” G, Vanvoorhus, A. Reynolds, J. G.
Vansittart, D, Murphy, W. Shanly, F. Richards
t(;?n,o }l{B and R. Bull; Clarke (Woodstock), W,

. Oliver.

. Nevet hassuch a funeral procession been seen
in Canada. Slowly, in Masonic link, two
and two, the, brethren left the Hall, the bands
playing their most solemn sitrains, Up the hill
they streamed.-in sceming end'ess file, until they
resched the house of the departed.  There, for-
ming in° two concentrid circles, with uncovered
heads they saw the remains of the deceased borne
tothe hearse by the members of his mother lodge,;
when the long train, reforming, tatraced therr
steps as tl:_(ez bad come, to the vault which should
re¢zive the body.

“fAE PLACE OF INTERMENT.

Under the wide canopy of heaven thers is not
50 glorious an amphitheatre as that in the centre
of which reposes all, that was mortal of him whose
loss'we mourn ¥ The vaultis built on a mountain
side, shelteréd from the rude blast by overshadow-
ing elms. O each handare the most delightful
gardens, with_lovely bowers and statues, and
fountains, which glisten in the suminer sun. In
front, almost within a stone’s throw, is the mighty
Niagara, . Towurds the left the ceaseless roar of
the_American cataract attracts the listener’s earl
whileon the right the stupendous Horse-shoe Fal,
sends up to the high Heaven its clonds of spray,
and the many-tinted, ever changing rainbow dis-
plays its gorgeous hues. Fit place for the tomb
of h.in} whose master spirit ever aimed at th. gig-
antic !

Far better there to sleep, than beneath the
arched roof of old cathedrals, for these, instead of
the dusty banner, 15 the unfading rainbow, colored
by the pencil of Nature’s God—There the cternal
cataract, sounding a degper and more impressive
diapason than the hugest organ which man can
frame.~There the while foaming, surging rapid,
the dark, deep,swiltand turbulent current, sym-
bolizing the troubled existence of man on earth—
and there the calm, blue sky above, to which the
tall forest trees grandly, point as the sphete of the
unknown future of us all !

THE FUNERAL RITES.

On entering the grounds, the brethren forri.ed a
lane through which six members of St. George’s
Lodge. attended by 8 Sir Knights as pall-bearers,
and 8 as'a guard of honor passed, carrying the
corpse n a coffin with silver mountings; on which
were placed the regalia of a Knight' Temp-

are

Then the brethren formed a double circle on the
slope at the top of which the vault had been con~
structed, - In front of It stood the Grand High
Priest, on cach side the members of St. Calbafines
Lodge, and the Test of the fraternity compleéted the

ring. Behind®the vault, on’ the steep hill side, |

were myriad spectators; clambering to'cvery point’
vhence a view of the ceremohy cotld b obtainetd

The long collonnades of the Cliftor: House held

thousands of ladies, intent on watching the page-~

ant.

The Rev. Mr. lrvine, read the Churchof Eng-
and burial service, after which the Grand High
Priest of the Stawe of New .Yorlk, Dr. Murphy,
with uplifted arins, commenced the impressive
And now, as if the elements
would jon the mourning, the heavens became
more overcashand a deeper gloom spread over the
scene. The leaden colored sky wept gelid snow-
flakes, and the mist, the tears of the Niagara. was
borne by the breeze to the spol.  Notv thgSecre-
tary placed a'scroll on the coffin inscribed with
the name, age, and masonic rank of the deceased,
and the High Priest exclaimed * Friend 1nd Bro«
ther, we bid thea a long and last farewell. Thou
art atrest from thy labours : may it be in peace,”
and the brethern answered ¢ $0 mote it be."

The Apron was then laid in the coffin, the High
priest saying,  The lambskin apron of a dlason
18 more ancient that the Golden Flecce or Roman
Eogle, and more honorable than the Star and Gai-
ter or any other order in existence, bewng the
Badge of imocencc and the Boud of T riendshi ,
and reminds ue of the universal dominion of denl[;,
and that the wealth of the world cannot purchase
or release; nor the strong arm of friendship, nor
the ,;/irtue of innocence, can prevent his com-
ing.

The High Priest, holding an evergreen in his
hand, continued,—* This evergreen is an emblem
of our faith in the immortality of the soul. By 1t
we are reminded of our higf);md lonous destin
beyond the world of shadows,and that there dwells
wilhin our taberpacle of clay,an imperishable
and iramortal spirit, which the grave shall never
Tece'ive. and over which death has no domin-
ion.”

Now the brethren crossed their armson their
breasts, then lifted their hands to heaven thrice,
and passing by the grave, each deposited a slip of
evergrean upon the coffin, saying '* This I do in
memory of my worthy departed brother.” “Lhis
performed, the High Priest concluded the ritual,
the Chaplain pronnounced the beuediction, to
which the bretbren 1esponded in their usual man-
ner.

‘These ceremonies being finished the band im-
mediately commenced the lively strains of a merry
tune, and strangely enouyh the snow ceased, the
clouds passed away, and the sun shone forth as
though toindicate that the work of glooin was
finished, and to remnd the mynad, multitude of
the brighter world in store, after passing through
the trials of hus existence.

The masonic procession then returned to the
Clifton Hall, when the Grand High Priest called
the attention ofthe Brethren to a few observations
from I, W. Brother Stephens, D.D.G.M., of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, who said.

‘There are so many amongst you who from in-
timate acquaintance with our late lamented bro-
ther Zimmerman, have had ample opportunities of
appreciating his estimable qualities in every re-
lation of hfe—and those who have not had the ad-
vantage of a personal acquaintance with him, must
have so often heard of his moral worth—thatl
am sure you will heartily concur in the reso-
lution Xam about to propose. You are aware
that our brother was recently marned for the
sccond, time and leaves a young widow folament
his loss. He also leaves two young children by
his former marriage. I would therefore move
that an address be presented to the widow and
family of onrlate Brother, expressive of our heart-
felt sympathy with themin theivafflicting breave-
ment, and that the address should be 1n such a form
as to be a lasting recordof the esteem in which the
deceased was held by his brethren of the craft.
Brother Stevens trusted that in due time those
children might become - masons, and prove as
bright ornaments to the fraternity as was their
fatber,

The resolution was seconded by brother Grier,

| and unanimously approved.

Bro. Stephens then regpeste_d all the Canadian
Lodges and Masons, and invited all the United
States Lodges and Masons present, 10 wear mourn=

o ;

ing for their deccased brother for 30 days, which

) L ®;

was put (o tho meoting as n motion, and adopt-

ed.

The G. H. Priest requested the R. W., Bro.
Ridout, D. P. G, M., of Canada West, lo name
somh brethren as a Commiltee to prepare an ap-
prorria(c address to the family, mn conformity
with the first resolution, und Bro. Ridout appoine
ted Bio. Stephens, Bro. Galt, and Bro. Shanl+y.

Brothes the Han, Malcolm Comeron thea pro-
posed that the hearty thanks of the Canadian bre-
thren be given to the M.E.G.H. Pricst, Dr. Mur-
pby, and to all the American brethren, for theic
attendance, and the valvable assistance they had
fraternally rendered in discharging so successfully
their mournful duty—the last sad tribute of res-
pectto their departed worthy brother Zimmerman,
on whose worth the Hon. Brother passed a high
and deserved culogium,

The thanks of the craft wereaccorded by accla-
mation.

Dr. Murphy responded on behalf of the Ameri-
can masons, and expressed their high opinion of
their late Bro. Zimmerman, and the satistaction
they felt in having had the opportunity of assisung
to do Inm hovor.

The meeling then broke, up and long trains of
cars carried them to their respective homes,

EIGHTEEN FIFTY-SIX.

Ye Masons of old England,
Boast not that you are free,
17 it be more than you may dare,
‘L'o break the chains your brethren wear—
Your brethren—o’er the sea!
Gird the Masonie apron tight,
And go to work like bricks!
Not small your task, nor labour light,
For you must fight for every right
In eighteen fitty-six.

There was a run on Bradshaw,
And by the fast up train,
Of Brethren true a goodly throng,
Hot to redress a mighty wrong,
Came pouring in amain.
Prepared to cross a Rubicon,
Tropared to cross a Styx,
W'th beart aud voice, and vote they vow,
Tu beat the chigue that loids it now,
In eigliteen filty-six,

The reverend opinion
"They'd formed of our Grand Lodge,
Ah! when they saw it cozed away,
How stoop the despats of the Dais
To every artful dodge ;
And how they toiture poor routine
‘Lo aid themin their tricks,
And deem thatevery W. M.,
In word and deed must bow to them,
In cighteen fifty-six,

Tut on that well-fought evemng,
Good Masons held their own,
For Dorset sent a Master bold,
A man who brook'd not to be told
He must vacate s throne.
Forth went his manly edict;
And placed in such a fix,
In dudgeon fierce his home did seck,
Great Marlbro® Streel’s obstruclive Beak,
Of eighteen fifty-six.

Qut with him stalked Grand Chaplains,
Aud like the snows n Spring,
Allthose whose vote would heep the screw,
Canadian brothers, tight on you,
Melted in svllen string.
Like foes in whose unguarded rear
‘The British bayonet sicks,
They vanished at the battle cry
Of tiue Masonir liberty,
in erghteen fiRy-six,

Rut purple wins not every knce

To cringe to those that gave;
Remained the Wight's masoniclord,
And one who erst did bear the sword



