
" A little dark.haired weman appeared
in the dourway, and instantly startrd back
as if iii alarmu.

'There are two gentlemen in it 1
Il«Good lîcavens, Madame 1 I cnt give

you a whole carriage tu your8elf 1 '
"'Very wvell, then ; I wiIl net go Il

", « As .YOU plea8e. The trazin is off-I
amn goiUg te gîVo the! tigtlal.'

IlStay, Monsieur, stay. I must abso.
lutely go, and silice thero is ouly this
coupe-buit. you'Il lot Ile have at sleeping
compartrnent lit the first station we cerne
te ?

'«' es, Mladamne.'
''Yrou'Il telograpli for it ?

"' Tel.. y -s, 'Madame.'

«Yoi promise me ?
"'Yes, Madame.'
'lYou are sure?

T'es, ye@, yeR, Madlisno!
"The door w"a thrown opeu wide, sznd

the little brown-baired lady, surrouaded
by half a carniage lond of parcAes an('
wrapé, entered the coupe, a shnill whigtle,
a-.., we wè-re off.

IlGallantiy the admnii8rative gentle-
man seated himeelf by rny side, se as te
leave the opposite Sent estirely at the ser-
vice o! the new ai-rival.

"Without even turnîng ber eyes towards

the platfenm before ho was rcelved by the
edtatien-master. Wsho called him ' Mr. In-
specter.' Tbe lady leanoî ont of the
door:.-

sMn. Station-master II
'Madame ?'

''Tbey were te telfvgraph yen frem Paris
for a sleeping carniage.'

''Tbey bave doue se, Madame, andt I
baveisent on the message.'

" 'Sent it on! Ain 1 flot te have al
sleeping-carniage at once, then ?

nipossible, Madame; wo bave ne car--
riages liera. Tbey can enly fnrnish yen
with ene at Lyons.*

"'At Lyens 1 At what o'cbock'
"'At 5.45, Madame.'

,At tluo end of the jeuurney I Bat,
Monsieur. 1 .an't remit u n thits coup, tînt-
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us, fltietered and réd witb anger, she an-
ranged hen parcels arotind ber witb the
ordmuary baste of persons wbe have long
bourh te pags in a railway carniage.

Shîe bad eue bag, two bagg, tbree baga,
and. asî te wraps-l

"Out of the corner of my oeos, I
watclied lhese I ittle preceediligs, und 1
ocbselv,:d witb pleasuro that sho wist
a i-lîurziog I ittie persouage. 1 say 'witb
pleasure ; for, in trutb, it is always more
agiteiiale Ie have a protty wornan for a
travelling companion than an Ug1Y One.

It ivas vory colil. The country, cov-
eroc1 witb etiow. and lit up by a very
Ipalte-factd sun, flew rapidly hy on eithor
tnid.' ef the carniage. The littie lady, inu!-
fled lip te lier chia in rugs and ethor
wrau4, lturned her gaze obstinately out
cf the farther window; the administrative
gcntl'uuau put bis; papers, yollow, green
andt Mlue, with printed heading8, in order,
au'd read them attentively; as te my-
self. coin!ertaluly installed in a cerner,
with my feet on the foot-warme-, 1 wae-
ed through the file of nowfpapori3 1 bcd
lieught at tho station te pase the time.

Il 121 ; Lareche. The train stopped.
The administrative gentleman gathered up
hiS papiers, rose, bowed aund de8cended from
thc Carniage. Hia foot bad bardly touhcd

that tîme! Impossible - I won'tl'
' «Take care, Madame, tbe train ie

startinp 1I'
it etarted.

"Sbe tbrew bersoîf inte ber corner
again, in a funieus pot, witbeut càsting
a glauce at me. I.plunged once more into
the contents of my newspapers-into the
content, of the tentb, that is te Say.

"Shalh I confuas it 1 That paper took
me lenger te read tban its aine predecess-
ou-e. Twonty times I began the same lino;
I hielieve tbat at teast for somoe timo the
paperwMas upside down. Bang it, ene can't
ho 4sbut up fer a long jeumney with a,
protty wernan witbout feeling some sert
e! oinetion I

IlI greally wantcd te enter into con-
vor.sat ion with ber, but what pretext for

doing It could I find ? The Clasalo re-
oources of puttlng Up or down the win-
down, in sucli a stato of temnperat*ire, were
non-available. What waa thora to do?-
tauncel a commonplace reusark of saine
klnd?7 Botter a huuidred tirnos kcop silent
than do that. My compantion, I had seen at
a gliince witbi my Parisian eyes, was a
wornan of tlie best Society. To speaik tel
ber brusquely, wilhout beiug knc'wn te
ber, would have made me appit ar in ber
eye0s no botter thau a vulgar commercial
traveller. The only %vay ef drawing lier
into conventation wou*d ho to find seine-
thing atrik.ngly original te Say to ber;
but what ?-wbat ? I t3ouglit Iaboriously,
but did flot find.

'If was 8till coftiiuîug that eseati~,,b
when the train etepped suddeuly, thank-s
to the Powere Of the new break-so good
against accidents, but so bad for passen.
gars.

"'Tonnerra !-twenty-fjve minutes' stop-
page 1 ' cried a perter, epening the car-
niage door.

"My Compauien arase, bhrew off '.1er
rtigs, wbicb, ivitb ber three baga, elle loft
in the carrnge, and desceod.d on to the
platforn. It was noon. Huzîger lied be-
gun te aie itself felt. She moved toward
the buffet on the tefit, across the fine.

'Il followed ber. I was thon enabledl
te admire at my anse the eleganceo0f her
figure, ivell met off by a long fLr mantie.
I rernarked albo that @he hait a pretty
neck, a gray fait bat and ve.-y tiny foot.

"At the entrance te the buffet stood
the manager. Wearing a velvet cap and
hearing a etriking resemtlance te Nepol.
con Ill., lio pointaid out witb bis hand
anil willi a napkin a long table te ho
talion by assault.

'Il entercd with a crowd of travellera
-ruffled. hnrrled; En Short, tL,-t streaia
o! pensons essentially grotesque and de-
rogatez-y to hunn beanty, of an express
train, bent ail oe dev6nnlng food of saine

"I1 aeated myseif Ind basitily awallowed
t' e succession of disties set before me ; my
lady 'tràftiler took *ome sou)) at a sepa-
rate table.

IlI waa amongit the fîret to rise, andl
went eut on the plattox-m to émoke a eig-
arette. The twenty-five m inutes-reduced
te twenty according to rule-wre qniekly
speant. Tho passongers calme in gr-oupe
front the refectory and returned to their
places in the carrnages. I reinstalled my..
self in mine. My fellov travellr did not
appear.

I perceived ber at the little bookstal
on the opposite sida o! the lino looking
over the volumes displayed. Altbongb 1
could see notbing o! ber but lier back, 1
ea.ily recognized ber by ber pretty figure,
ber etter-skin mautle, and ber gray bat.
Ber bain seemed tc, ho a, little less dark
than I bad imagined it te ho: but that
wa8, tbe affect of distance, ne doubt.
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