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( . Giving Seeds to Children
Among the many avenues of effort that
4 are open to the horticultural societies, and
e a r a n that have been taken advantage of by

many, is the distributing of seeds to
school children. As the wisdom of this

° practice has been challenged occasionally,
; e 1 t it is interesting to read the results of the
pp g work in 8t. Catharines, Ont. For

the convention of the Ontario Horticultural
Association held at Toronto in November,
Mr. Jas. A. Wiley of St. Catharines pre-

e pared the following report:
We have positively “In 1906, for the first time, the St. Cath-
D 1k arines Horticultural Society distributed
emonstrated that : seeds to the school children of the city to

be grown by them, and, for the best bloom

grown and exhibited, prizes were offered in

\X}E CAN CURE the July and September exhibitions. Sweet

peas and aster seed were chosen for distri-

bution that year and since. The committee

TH I S DI S E ASE appointed to have charge of the distribution

; of the seeds secured the co-operation of the

- gchool teachers in placing the seeds in the

hands of the school children. On a given

day, each and every member of the school,

. ; 5 who desired to“try and grow the seed, were

Werite us for partlculars given a packet of sweet peas or asters as

they chose and they promised to do their

best. Culture directions were printed on
the envelope containing the seed.”

: ““While all the children who took the

; 2 seeds did not succeed as was desired, yet

ear ]_g t the results in many cases were very grati-

fying. In July of that year 65 exhibits of

sweet peas were made at the sweet pea

R d C exhibition, and in September 217 exhibits

eme y 0. of asters were made. They reflected credit

on the efforts of the children mg,kintg thefm.

: s : The exhibits of sweet peas and asters for

Vacaville - California 1907 were equally gratitying and showed a

marked improvement in the quality of

J  bloom exhibited.
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“_The year 1908 was the best yet. The
society not only distributed seeds to the
city schools, but included Port Dalhousie,
Merriton, Thorold, and Grantham and
Louth Townships. Though this did not
prove a good year for sweet peas, there were
63 exhibits at the exhibition in July and
showed a quality equalling many of .the
exhibits entered by the adults.

“In the September exhibition there were
265 exhibits of asters by school child-
ren, the largest number of entries yet made,
filling a space of over 260 square feet (and
a little crowded at that). The asters showed
such a marked improvement in quality and
manner of displaying them that it was
realized that the adults would have to look
well to their laurels or they would lose
them.

“The time is not far distant when the
St. Catharines Horticultural Society will
be receiving many members from the ranks
of the school children, indeed some of them
have become members already. Not only
are to be noted the creditable exhibits and
the membership that may result to the
society through this woirk, but the wvaster
and more marked results are the improve-
ments in the yards and gardens where
school children are interested. Many an
ugly weed patch has been turned into a
spot of beauty, admired by all, and they
have an influence on the child life. While
at work and associated with the beautiful,
cannot but make the child a better citizen.
By all means interest them and educate the
children in this work. It is worth the
effort.” :

As a reader and contributor to various
gardening periodicals of Great Britain, for
the last twelve years, I find THE CANADIAN
HORTICULTURIST a thoroughly practical
paper, which no person should be without,
if at all interested in matters horticultural.
—A. V. Main, Pinehurst, ‘Almonte, Ont.

(NS O MENDIT

Does Your Granite Dish or
Hot Water Bag Leak ?

USE COLLETTE'S PATENT PATCHES
~ mend all leaks in all utensils—tin,
brass, copper, graniteware, hot water
bags, etc. No solder, cement or rivet.
&= Anyone can use them; fit any surface.
; Send for sample pkg. 10¢, Complete pks.
assorted sizes, 26¢. postpaid. Agenis vanted.
Collette Mfg. Co.,, Dept. 35
COLLINGWOOD, ONT

WANTED——

I{l you want to sell property w};wh you own :n
the U. S. or Can- own property
ada, such as a FARM or a business,
write us at once for our new successful plan of selling direct,
without commission. Give full description of property and
state lowest price, If you want to buy property of any kind
in any locality, write us, stating what and where tyou wish to

buy,and we will send you FREEoyrmagazlne of choicebar-
galns for sale direct by the owner with no commission added.

BUY /l\ American Investment AS-SPCiﬂ?:. q\ SELL

Tu6 20th Av. Noy

GOLDEN GATE STRAWBERRY PLANTS

Battenburg, Goldsborough, St. Louis, Highland,

Saratoga. Good Luck, World's Wonder, Chipman

Fendall, Bountiful, W. H, Taft, Jim Dumas, 3 W's,

and all the old reliable varieties. Price list sent
free on application.

E. B. STEVENSON
Maple Bank 270 Grange St., G-ielph, Ont.

HORTIGULTURAL BOOKS

Write for our Free Catalogue
of Horticultural Books to

BOOK DEPARTMENT

THE HORTICULTURAL PUBLISHING CO., LTD.

PETERBOROUGH, ONT.




