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neath the cap serve the important purpose of
affording surface for the development of
spore-bearing ceils (basidia) known colleet-
ively as the hymenium. The cap or pileus
is sometimes styled the hymenophore be-
cause of its bearing the hymenium. The
s;pores shed fromn the basidia are of différent
sizes, shapes and colors, and afford import-
ant features for the determination of species.
For instance, the familv agaricace-ie has
been divide~d into five series, viz., leucos-
porae, rhodosporae, etc., according to the

(z) Agaricus Campestris, or Meadow
Mushroom-Thjs is the best known of ail
our mushrooms and the one usually culti-
vated artificially. Fig.i1990presents agroup
ýn différent stages of development. The
second specimen from the left is one in the
young or button stage. There is no vnlva or
universal veil surrounding it, as illustrated in
Fig. 1988 ; but there is a partial veil connect-
ing the cap ivith the stem, and leaving when
ruptured by the growth of the plant a ring
or remnants of a ring upon the stem. The

FIG. 9. Ac,-Ricus CMEm

color of the spores, 'vhether wvhite, pink,
brown, purple, or black. The shape of the
cap and the guIs and their relation to the
stem or stipe, the shape and position of the
ring, the presence in som-e form or other of
one or both of the veils referred to, or their
entire absence afford important distinctions
b:y v:hich species maýy be determined. Stand-
ing at the head of the family Agaricaceae,
the very aristocrat oi the wliole mtushroom
race, is the g nus amanita, to x'hich belon-
our most poisonous varieties. 1 shaïl re-
servc the discussion of these for the next
article, and shaîl procced to describle som2
cdible spccics belonging to this family found
xVithin the college groundis, or in the nekigh-
1-orhood of Whithiv.

cap when fulil' expanded is from two to
threa and a haif inches in diameter and
varies in color from creamy wvhite to light
brown or tawrny. The gis are unequal in
!ength and are pink when first revealed,
afterwards changing to broxvn, purple brown,
and almost black. The stem is solid and
generally shorter than the horizontal diami-
eter of the cup, and about equal ini thickness
throughout. The spores are brown and nîay
be obiained by placing a mature sp;ecim en
gilis doxnxvard on a piece of white paper,
care being taken to cover it wvith a tumbler
or bowI t(, e-xclude drauglits of air. We
cannot shaI,- tha spores out of this mush-
roiorn, ani havc them zippear in the form of
oust, as ini the ense of the puif baIl. 'f ht is

CI


