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EDITORIAL NOTES.

THE EDUCATION OFFICE AND ITS
HEAD.

IlowviER rcadily the public acquiesced
in the appointme-nt, in 1876, of a Cabinet
Minister tu the hcad of the Dcpartment of
Education, it can by nu mcans bc afiirmcd
that the cxperiment has givcn satisfaction to
tic people, or becn bcncl.il tu the intcrcsts
of education itsclf. C;rcumstanccs at the
ti ne when Mr. Cruoks assumcd his portfolio
n doubt wcrc such that it was expcdient to
makc a change. That the change, howcvcr,
has been in the right direction, the expericnce
of late years, and the position of things to-
day, abundantly disprove. In many respects
the Department of Education has been un-
fortunate under both regimej. Under that
of Dr. Ryerson, its affairs werc administered
by a bureaucrat, who, from his lengthcned
service and immunity from governmental
control, fell into the worst ways of official-
ism, thoigh he was an efficient public ser-
vant and an especial fricnd of the teacher.
Under that of his successor we have
iad the officialism, piýus politics, and min:us

the late Chief Superintendent's knowledge of
educational affairs. Of course, we cannot
have all things, and the best of men have
their limitations, yet the ideal man for the
office was and is surely to be had. Mr.
Crooks had many of the qualifications which
quickened the hope in not a few breasts that
we had got the man for the place. The es-
sential combination necessary to success in
the administration of the office is that con-
sisting of ability and tact. The present Min-
ister has some claim to the former, but none
whatever to the latter ; and this has been
fatal to him. Without the pre-requisite
virtue, it was easy for him to fall into the
mistakes which have so disastrously marked
his career. What thesehave been the Press
of the country during the past four months,

has, in regard to two matters, at any rate,
made cvcry one familiar. During this period
Mr. Crooks lias furnisheid journ;lism with
aliost exhaustlcss materals for criticism, and
it wouid secin that, as the Scoutish journalist
bas phrased :i, " therc arc pickings on him
yet." That be has bccn subjectcd to this
vivisection, evcn his most fast frends have
affirmcd, bas been his own fault. But for
his unfortunate manner, and utter lack of
tact, his praisu miglht have been in all the
land. Fcw men who have attained toso cx-
alted a public position have so wantonly dis-
crcdited thcmsclves as Mr. Crooks bas donc,
and fcwer still have su persistcntly blunder-
cd. Only comnianding noilities, if the Min-
ister possessed them, could nowsave him from
rejection and ruin. Unfortunately, the official
grace he bas spurned bas discloscd both his
wcakness and his mediocre talents. More-
over, his waywardness bas not only cxposed
his unacquaintance with important details of
his Department, which tact and gracious in-
tercourse with the tcaching profession, with
his subordiiatcs, and with those interviewing
him on the business of his office, would have
given him the means of acquiring, but has-
also proved his lack of those gifts by which
alone be could adapt himself with success to
his position. Knowing little, practically, of
the business of his Department, lis mnfelici-
tous habit, too, when educational matters
have been broached in his presence, of turn-
ing on the stop-cock of his own speech, and
turning off that of his interviewer, lias been
fatal to the making good of his deficiencies.
Nor have his "stand-off" manner and failure
to put himself into sympathetic, not to speak
of friendly, relations with the teaching frater-
nity, helped him in his acquirement either of
professional information or of departmental
experience. While maintaining such an atti-
tude, that the Minister bas had not only tu


