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Of all the mistakes and crrors committed by
small breeding faviaers, there is none so preva-
lent or so futal as to put a worn-out, halfbred
mare to a second-rate, stilty racing stullion, with
nothing 1o recommend hun but the cmpty and
worthless cousideration o1 pedigree.

I have seen fine promusmg-looking  colts
thrown by oid thorou gh-bred mazes when nearly
twenty years old, but thisis only in the large
breeding cstabhshments, where, with rest and
great care, the e has been stronger at twenty
years old thay ag five; tiusis a fur duterent any-
mal than one who has been worked tili she can
work no longer, until she is tull of diseases and
deformities, and then made use of for the repro-
duction of herspecics.  Likebegets its like, and
we need not wonder when the biceders who
pursue this line of policy are disappointed when
the produce 1s sent to murket, and that he gives
up the idea of horse breedmng 1 diszust.

Hunters should be bred from mares in the
prime of life, while their funcuvas are ab their
utmost vigour. They shouid be selected for
their power, speed, endurzace, and courage, por-
fectly free trom deteets, diseases, or defoimity ;
and should be pus to shortlegged stallions, with
deep 1ibs, powertul quarters, strong loius and
shoulders, with suuird, vclisoaned feot, and
smart, intelligentiooking head, well set on, I
both the sire and dam be thorough-bred, so much
the better; but thorough-bred norses with sub
stance are beconung searcer every yeur; indeed,
how can they be vurerwise when rouls and yea
lings are forced hite & hot house gardener forees
his grapes and piae-apples—his owner may get
the size and outward sembiaunce, but none of the
substance or quality of the frmt when grown in
a nataral state, and allowed its own time to
ripen.

There was a time wlhon children were worked
(in the cotton factories of hianchester wod its
distriets) until it was 21°v71tv to see one wrown
to niaturity in the same forin that God made him
the result was the noto fous {ransmission of
their mfinmitios to their prozeny.  Then it wes

also makes them too light for the purpose th
are required; a light dragoon willy with hisk
ride an averaze weight of eighteen stone. I
clear, then, that he requires a horse with g
stance, but it is also essential that troope
should be wcil-bred; and this class of hys
commonly called the seven-cights bred one, ¢
not he produced at the price given by gove
ment, indeed they cannot be produced at all ¢
cept through the medium of-worn out rag;
stallions and mongrel-bred maves. But if o
ernment could procure a number of brood m?n
and stallions of' the class above recommend
to form the nucleus of a breeding establishaer
and by these means produce & number of hors
and maves with good blood and substance, kee
ing them solely for breeding purposes, tl
might then without difficulty produce, by theq
of a cross with a lower, but stronger “breed

horses, the finest eavalry horses that ever logk

through a bridie.

T cannot but think that & national stake ofve
lieavy amount, say four or five thounsand pour
would have a most benclicial eftect, ro hors
to start under five years old, to cany twelre
thirteen stone, a distance of four miles, Wer
know that notwithstanding the un-nawral tre:
ment to which the race horse is now subjectc
that he sometimes attains very fine proportio
at six orseven years old. When sent tot!
stud he thickens, lets down his belly, andas
as regards looks, is quite a different animal
what he appeared during Ins racing career, 2.
we may have some idea what a megnificentsiy
would be afforded by a ficld of such animas,
they were kept and prepared from their vé
foalhood for this one great event. What
to prevent sach a race Leing established? I:
convineed that it only wants starting int
most influentizl quarters, and the object wo
be gained; it would give a great impelus
horse-breeding by drawing the attention of
italists to the subjeet, and awakening the ued
stending of those who up to this period bre
vothing but weedy mongrels, not worth thel
ter they lie upon. The money would soon

nk

that the lexislatnre interfered, and effectually
preveated factory owners from working children
unt | they were qualified to <tand the fatigue,
without the risk of deformity. T am no advo-
cate for government interferance with private
enterprise ; but I thiak the tiine will come when
it will be foreed, in selfdefence, to interfere
more seriously in the matter of horse-breeding
than 1t has hitherto done.  We have too much
of the present quality of racing blood running
through the veins of our troopers, which ren-
ders them constiutionaliy weak, :ud wufit to
stand the rigour of a winter ut the picket post,
egpecially when existing upon the uncertain sup-
ply of forage whichis incadental to all armies on
a campaign in & strange and perhaps bostile
country. ‘The infusion of the racing blood of
the present day into the veins of troop horses

ubseribed by masters of hournds, members
bunts, and the placky horse-proud gentlemen
our own tight little jsiang, and the sister con
ry, frem whence I opine mavy of the candids.
would come.

This great evest might be run off at Axc
—say in six years from the first of January, 186
1t should be open to all natiops, and no ello
ance 88 to height, weight, or breed, should.
made, but no horse should be allowed toet
that hag'ever rup in a race previously.

There would be one zdvantage to the br.
ing of horses for thig event ; that, if bred W.
jodgment, the losers, of which there would b

reat number)would find a ready market fort.
a} remunerative prices, a3 animals bredwith )
tensions to win such an event would be w0




