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Iflanguage contains one word that should
be familiar—one subject we wish to un-
derstand—one end on which we shounld
be bent—ono blessing we should resulve
to make our own,~—that word, that ob-
Jeet, that end, that blessing should be
in the broadest sense of the expres-
sion, self-improvement, 'Thisisalike the
instinet of natuare, the dictate of reason,
the demand of religion. itisinterwoven
with all to which it 1s possible, either
to aspire or to rise. 1t appeals tous as
men—calls us to the highest and noblesb
end of man—reminding us that God's
image is upon us, and that as men we

may be great in every possible positiom
of life. It tells us thas the grandeur of
our nature, if we will bat mprove it,
turns to insignifieance all outward dis-
tinctions ; that our powers of knowing
and fecling and loving—of perceiving
the beautiful, the true, the zight, the
good—of knowing God, of ucting on
ourselves and on external nature, and on
our fellow beings—that these are glori-
ous prerogatives, and that in them all
there is no assignable limitt to our pro-
gress. * Such is Self-edueation.
Hosmar,

GECRGE STEPHENSON.

THERE i8 no one man, engaged in the
arts, to whow society isso deeply in-
debted, within the last thirty years, as
it is to the indomitable courage, perse-
verance and energy of the self-taught
and self-made George Stephenson.—
Speedy locomotion—thirty, forty, even
seventy miles an hour—by rail-cars;
the mcrease of commerce; the rapid
spread of knowledge, from state to state,
from province to provinee, is in ‘., great
mecasure due to the iron road ;— .nd the
vast improvements recently efft sted in
this modern means of transit, i, due to
the man whose nawe stands at he head
of this article. Not only does the mi-

ner, whose business it is to excavate,
and draw from the bowels of the earth,
those yast stores of mineral wealth which
are so extensively employed thronghout
all the ramifications of commeree, pour
upon Mr Stephenson Ius heaztfele bles
sings for his invention of the ¢ safety
lamp.”” But the world is also greatly
indebted to this railway engineer for the
numerouas benefits bestowed on science
and the arts. His life ard achievements,
recently published, should be read by
every youth of the land—a life pregnant
with great results —and teaches the
principles of selt-reliance.

MISCELLANEOUS.

A TOUCHING INCIDENT OF FRA-
TERNAL LOVE.

A TFrench paper says that Laucille
Rome, a pretty girl with blue eyes and
fair hair, poorly but neatly clad, was
brought before the Sizth Court of Cor-
rection, under the charge of vagranecy.
¢« Does any one claimyou?”’ asked the
magisirate. ‘¢ Ah! my good sir,” said
she, *¢ I bave no longer any friends, my
father and mother are dead; I bave
only my brother James, but he is as
young as 1 am. Oh! sir,what can he

. do for me?” ¢ The Court must send
you to the House of Correction.”> Here
I am, sister—hear I am! Do not fear!”
cried a childish voice from the other

nd of the court. And at the same in~

stant, a little boy with a lively eounten-
ance started forth from amidst the erowd
and steod before the dudge. * Whe
are you?”’ said he. ‘¢ James Rome,
the brother of this poor httle girl.”*
“Your age?” ¢ Thirteen.” ¢ Ané
what doyou wanl?? ¢ I cometo claim
my Lucille.”” < But bave you the
means cf providing for her?”’ ¢ Yes-
terday I bad none, but now I have.
Don’s be afraid I"? ¢ Well, let us see,
my hoy,’ said the magistrate ; the Court
i8 disposed to do all thet it can for your
sister. ¢ But you must give us some
explanation.’” ¢+ Ahout a fortnight age,
sir,"’ continued the boy, *“ my poor mo-
ther died of a bad eough, for it was very
cold at home. We were in great tron~



