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THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

it would be butslimly attended and sup-
ported. A superintendent of education
presides over the whole systewm, aided by
school inspectors. ‘Tenchers are licensed
by boards of trustees, who are also ex-
aminers, and composed of both Protest-
ants and Catholics. Teachers lawfully
authorized,and when properly qualified,
are allowed to teach model schools.—~
High schools are established, where
tenchers may be instrueied in the high-
er branches of education. This part
of the system is found to be highly im-
portant. .

. 'The schools of the eastern townships,
principally Engllsh, are in a more heal-

thy state than those of the other sec-
tions of Canada East. Lower Canada
is principally inbabited by Freach. Tt
ig believed that the system of advancing
education in Upper Canada, from itssu-
perior workings, will ere long be intro-
duced all over the province of Canada.

Although the difference in population
botween Eastern and Western Canada,
is but small, still, Canada West sends
nearly double the number of children to
school, of that of the.eastern section;
which evidently proves that there is
something wroung, either in the machin-
ery at work or the people who work 18,
or both, .

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

Tre noxt step above the common'®

achools, stands the Grammar schools.—
In New Brunswick, according to the ex-
isting law, each of the fourteen eounties
into which the provinee is divided, is
entitled to £100 irom the public reve-
nues, when the inhabitants subscribe
£50, in support of a grammar school.—
In these schools, the higher branches of
education are required to be taught.—
In Nova Scotia, there may be a number
of grammar schools in each county, each
drawing a government allowance, vary-
ing in amount from £25 to £100. Many
of these grammar schools do not receive
more from the revenues of the province
than that awarded to a firat class parish
school teacher in New Brunswick, £37
10s. 1t cannot be expected that the
grammar schools of a country will be in
a very flourishing condition, while the
xemuneration isgo very small. Thesum
awarded, even by New Brunswick, is
too small to secure the services of a pro-
perly qualified teacher.

In place of establishing normal and
model schools in each province, at a
heavy cost, we feel confident that it
would be much better to convert the
grammar schools into schools for the in-
struction and training of teachers of
common schools. If there wassuch a
school for each county. or one for two
_counties, where the youth of each coun-
ty could be prepared for teachers with-
out leaving their own cowmunity, a dif-
ferent feeling would be established in
favour of education—the inhabitants of

each county, having the whole machi--

nery within themselves, would vie with
each other in the march of improvement,
and become more self-relying than if the
whole were concentrated in one estab-
lishment, over which the people would
consider they had no eontrol, and the
whole only a waste of public money.—
In the establishment o local grammar
schools, each embracing the normal and
model systems of preparing young men
for teachers, let & board of trustees be
appointed, composed of the clergymen
of the various religious denominations
in each county, with a goodly sprinkling
of intelligent laymen irom each parish,
then an interest would at once be mani-
fested which would give a powerful
stimulus to education throughout the
provinces. Hence, each parish school
would be provided with a properly qua-
lified teacher, whose moral charadter and
other qualifications would be knowa to
the board of trustees, and the public
would not be imposed upon by persons
professing to teach who know nothing
of the arf. Such s system might be or-
ganized on a zimple and cheap footing,
and at the same time be made sufficiently
exalted for young colonies like the ma-
ritime provinces of British North Ame-
riea, whose inhabitants do not exceed
600,000, and these seattesed over 35,-
000,000 acres of territory.

We think a lesson has bsen taught us
in the establishment of the Fredericton
and Windsor colleges, at a cost far above
the ability of the provinces to pay, and
Jong before these infant colonies wers
prepared for them ; and now to convers



