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THE CABOTS

AND TuEiR VOYAGES.

iL Fouit hiundred and twenty-five years ago it wvas
generally stipposed thait our earth was flat: only a
few wvise nmon believcd it to be round. Atîioiugs&; thcse
wa.9 Cliristophier Columbus, wvho set out to, sail wcstward
across the Atlantic Ocean iii the hope of arriviîîg at
Japaii or China, wvhielh had lîitherto beeîî reached by
travellingo east froin Europe. When Columbhus caine to
the West Indian Islands lie thouglit lie had succeeded
in his ain. Btut lie hiad donc somneting more wonderful.
Hie had discovered Amnerica or the Newv World.

?. The story of his marvellous voyage caused great
exeitement, and other seainen planncd to follow~ in his
track. First of these were John Cabot and his son
Sebastian. Before Columbus Iimiiself saw the înainlaiid
of America, the CaboLs Lîad laiided (it is believed> on
Cape Breton Islanid, in Nova Scotia. Somne people thiiik
that this was in 1494, but thc general opiniion is thait
the Cabots hiad not visited Ainerica before thieir fanious
voyage of 1497.

s. Igo full account of the iives anid adveîitures of
these two bold explorers lia.s couic down to us, for al


