LORD ELGIN

showed that both parties were equally pledged to
a measure based on considerations of justice, and
declared positively that the government would
take every possible care in its instructions to the
commissioners that no rebel should receive any
portion of : he indemnity, which was intended only
as a corpensation to those who had just claims
upon the country for the losses that they actually
sustained in the course of the unfortunate rebellion.

At this time the Conservative and ultra-loyal press
was making frantic appeals to party passions and
racial prejudices, and calling upon the governor-
general to .ntervene and prevent the passage of
measure which, in the opinion of loyal Canadians,
was an insult to the Crown and its adherents.
Public meetings were also held and efforts made to
arouse a violent feeling against the bill. The gov-
ernor-general understood his duty too well as the
head of the executive to interfere with the bill
while passing through the two Houses, and paid no
heed to these passionate appeals dictated by parti-
san rancour, while the ministry pressed the question
to the test of a division as soon as possible. The
resolutions and the several readings of the bill
passed both Houses by large majorities. The bill
was carried in the assembly on March 9th by forty-
seven votes against eighteen, and in the legislative
council on the 15th, by fifteen against fourteen.
By an analysis of the division in the popular
chamber, it will be seen that out of thirty-one
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