
INTRODUCTION.

Ni presenting this little book to her re ers, the
author is giving back to them in a collec ed form
much th-at has previously been given them-anony-

mously, or under the nom-de-pluine, first, of " Emil-
lia," then of Il Xenette," or, finally, ujider her true

name either as Miss Vining or Mrs. Yule-and also,
much that they have never before seen.

Some of these poems have been widely circulated,
not only in Canada, but in the United States and
Great Britain ; and some appear for the first time in
the pages of this book. They are offéred solely upon
their merits ; and upon those alone they must stand'
or fall. Whatever there is in them calculated to stir
the heart of our common Humanîty,-to voice forth
its joys or its sorrows=to truly interpret its emo-

tions,-or to give utterance to its aspirations and its,
hopes, will. live -that which does not thus speak for

Humanity, has no right to live ; and thc sooner it
finds a merited oblivion the better for its author and
the world.

These poems are essentially Canadian. They have
nearly all been written on Canadian soil;-their themes
and inridents-those that are not purely imaginary or
suggested by current events in other countrîes-are
almost wholly Canadîan; and they are mainly the

outgrowth of many and varied experiences in Cana-
dian life.


