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this occafion, he was in hopes the Refolution
would have ftopped till they had time to join us ;
but no fuch idea ever occurred to Captain Cook.
If this had really been the cafe, he fuppofed, that
the firft ftep which fuch fhipwrecked perfons would
have taken, in order to fecure relief, would have
been, to fend fome of their people off to the thips
in the canoes. He, thercfore, rather thought,
the paper was intended to communicate fome in-
formation, from fome Ruffian trader, who had
lately vifited thefe iflands, to be delivered to any
"of his countrymen who fhould afrive; and that
the natives, fuppofing us to be Ruffians, had
“brought off the note. Convfnced of this, he en-
quired no farther into the matter, but made fail,

and fteered to the weftward.
“We ran all night with a gentle-breege at north-
ealt; and the next morning at two, fome breakers
- were feen within us, diftant about two miles;
others were foon after feen a-head, and they were
innumerable on our larboard bow, af ‘:o be-
tween us and the land. By holding a fog¢h courfe,
we, with difficulty, cleared them. Thefg breakers
were produced by rocks, many of Which were
above water; they are very dangerous, and ex-
tend feven leagues from-tand. We got on their
outfide about noon, when our fatitude was 54° 44/,
and our longitude 198°. The neareft land was
an elevated bluff point, and was named Rock
Point ; it bore north, about eight leagues diftant;
the




