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- On the second of May, the Elders came to our
cabin to hold a council; they thanked me, by an
address and by some gift, for having come to their
country; and they exhorted me to come thither
often. ‘‘ Guard our land,”’ they said; ‘‘ come often,
and teach us how we are to speak to that great Mani-
tou whom thou hast made us know.”” This people
appears very docile. See there a Mission all in
‘readiness, and capable of giving, in conjunction with
the two neighboring Nations, full occupation to a

Missionary. -As we were pressed for time, I set out --

to return to the place whence I had come; and
arrived there safely, proceeding by way of the River
saint Frangois, in three days.

[95] On the sixth, I paid a visit to the Oumalou-
‘minek, eight leagues distant from our cabin, and
found them at their River™ in small numbers, the
- young people being still in-the woods. This Nation
has been: almost exterminated by the wars. I had
difficulty in understanding them, but in time made
the discovery that their language is Algonqum,
although much corrupted. They succeeded in un-
derstanding me better than I understood them.
After making a little present to the Elders, I
proclaimed the Gospel to them, which they admired
and heard with respect.

On the ninth, the Elders invited me to their coun-
cil, and there made me a present, with an expression
of Thanks for my having come to visit them in order
to give them a knowledge of the true God. ‘‘ Take

.heart,”’” they said to me; ‘‘instruct us often, and
teach us to speak to him who has made all things.”’
" This Mission we have named after saint Michael, as
well as the River where [g6] they dwell.

On the tenth, when I arrived at the settlement, a



